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At the end of October, the Tab Fury group ventured off to Viney 
Hill for a weekend that promised to be full of fun and discovery; 
great things had been planned from challenging outdoor activities 
to thought provoking craft activities.  The group comprised of 
thirteen young people from the rural market town of Dursley; the 
mixed group ranged in age from 11 to 14. 
 
We received a warm welcome from Tony, the director at Viney 
Hill, along with a safety briefing for the weekend.  After a quick 
explore of the old vicarage and its grounds, followed by a hot 
chocolate and donut, the group settled down to a quick 
explanation of the activities ahead, and then tuck shop (!) and 
then bed.   
 
Saturday dawned with some lovely wintery sunshine; the group 
breakfasted and togged up for the day’s activities.  Half of the 
group took the Robin Hood option and had a go at Archery.  
Symonds Yat was the destination for the other half of the group 
for a rock climbing activity.  For the morning we were split—but 
much fun and laughter happened, with some fears being 
magnificently overcome.   

 
We enjoyed lunch together at the centre, followed by a trip in the 
mini bus to a local lake, where we perfected (!) the art of raft 
building.   The group was again split into two, and we became two 
teams; the aim was to design and build our rafts using empty 
sealed barrels, some wooden poles and a huge amount of rope.  A 
tiny model was put together with twigs and pebbles as a dry run 
(some of the engineering adult volunteers got very excited about 
this!!) and within an hour we had our full-size rafts constructed, 
both teams exhibiting some fantastic team skills.  And then we 
launched!!  Every member of each team took their place on the 
rafts and an exciting hour of competition and much oar splashing 
occurred.  Some of us got wetter than others, but a huge amount 
of fun was had by all.   

 
At the end of the session, once warm and into dry clothes, a flask 
of hot chocolate and biscuits were devoured by hungry bellies.   

 

We returned to the centre exhausted but exhilarated; a fantastic 
team building exercise which was hugely valuable because we 
had some new members in the group and this activity really 
gelled the group well.    
 

Throughout the weekend the young people worked on a jigsaw 
craft activity that was entitled Living with God.   Members of the 
group chose a selection of Bible verses that they illustrated using 
a variety of materials.  The individual jigsaw pieces were re-
assembled when complete, and we talked through the ideas 
within them.  We hope to display this piece of artwork 
somewhere in the Tab for church members to enjoy.     
 

Saturday evening saw the group immersed in a film night with a 
difference.  During the watching of Where the Wild Things Are 
the young people worked in pairs.  They were asked to take a 
character each and establish what the character felt during the 
film, and also what other characters in the film thought about 
them.  They made brief notes on big sheets of paper.  At the end 
of the film we talked to the group about Romans 12, 15-18 Be 
happy with those who are happy, be sad with those who are sad. 
Live in peace with each other. Do not be proud but make friends 
with those who seem unimportant. Do not think how clever you 
are.  If someone does wrong to you, do not pay him back by 
doing wrong to him.  Try to do what everyone thinks is right.  Do 
your best to live in peace with everyone.  The film was enjoyed by 
all (some were surprised that they’d enjoyed it) Animated and 
engaged discussion about the film continued late into the 
evening.   
 

Sunday morning arrived very soon and there were bleary eyes at 
breakfast!  After a little free time and  some eating of tuck, we 
gathered together for a short worship session where we 
continued to look at  the theme of Living with God.  A cake 
decoration competition followed with the brief to illustrate their 
favourite activity of the weekend.  A quick Wii tournament 
happened before we packed and cleared up after a fantastic 
weekend.   Mid-afternoon saw a tired but happy youth club 
arriving back in Dursley.   
 

A truly wonderful Tab Fury Adventure Weekend 2010.  Huge 
thanks to National Synod for helping  us to pay for such an 
adventure. 


