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May 2019 
 
 
After six years fruitful service as General Secretary, the Revd John Proctor retires in the Summer of 2020, and 
the United Reformed Church seeks to appoint his replacement, effective from 1st June 2020. 
 
Forty-eight years after the initial unions that created the URC, both the world and the church are very different. 
Alongside the enduring emphases of being the Body of Christ in any era, much that shapes us is evolving: our 
understanding of God and of God’s mission, our place in society, our programmes, our structure, and our size, to 
name but the most obvious. Given that the only human thing which never changes is a dead thing, the URC 
seeks to continue its evolution in ways that renew its life – its worship and witness - for today and tomorrow. 
 
Its General Secretary, supported by three Deputy General Secretaries, has a key role in initiating, supporting and 
motivating those strategies by which the URC at large can be equipped, encouraged and energised for its 
mission and ministry in some 1400 local churches, served by thirteen Synods, and by a dedicated staff team at 
Church House in London.  
 
This post is open to ministers of Word and Sacraments of the United Reformed Church, and in welcoming your 
interest, we are pleased to offer you the Job Description and Person Specification. These have been approved by 
Mission Council and reflect the range of gifts and graces for which we will be looking. 
 
The Shortlisting meeting is on Thursday 25 July 2019 and interviews will be held in London on Monday 2 
September 2019. If you would like to speak about the opportunities offered by being General Secretary, please 
do not hesitate to contact one of us. 
 
With good wishes for your own discerning, 
in Christ 

                                 
The Revd Nigel Uden    The Revd Michael Hopkins 
Moderator     Clerk of the General Assembly 
nigel.uden@urc.org.uk    michael.hopkins@urc.org.uk 
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