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WELL, 2012 IS BARELY 80% COMPLETE and it’s already been a 
jam-packed year in Britain and one full of Union Flags! We’ve 
had the celebrations around the Diamond Jubilee and the 

excitement of the Olympics, but now you can experience something 
so mind-blowing that even the possibility of a prophetic Mayan 
apocalypse (wink, wink!) in December pales in comparison!  It’s 
something better than bronze, silver, gold or even diamond; it’s the 
new f2... in red!

So what have I got for you in this issue?  There’s plenty on the URC’s 
recent General Assembly, in particular the recent decision regarding 
civil partnerships, there’s a mini-sermon (as requested via Facebook 
poll) from Revd David Downing exploring Jesus as ‘the Taekwondo 
of Life’ and there’s even an interview with comedian Andy Kind!  
In addition, we have information about what it’s like working with 
Christian Aid, a great article on the issue of temptation, a final 
farewell article from John Brown and news from Thames North Synod 
regarding youth unemployment.  Not to mention the most exciting 
thing in this issue (sorry, Mr Kind) – it’s the FURY World Map!

So, “Why red?” I imagine you’re asking.  Red wasn’t simply chosen 
because we’d already had the yellow one and the green one and I’m 
not a fan of blue (although that was a factor) – it’s because red is a 
colour that just seems to sum up a lot of the topics in this issue.  Red 
is the colour of love.  Red is also the colour of anger.  It’s romantic.  
It’s a warning.  It’s the colour of blood, of death, but also the colour 
of life.  Without blood, there’d be no life.  Without the blood of Jesus, 
there’d be nothing after it.  Red’s a good colour when you come to 
think of it – it’s not all Vodaphone, stop signs and Man United –  
it’s also roses, Rudolph and red velvet cake!

The recent decision on civil partnerships, the issue of 
temptation, Christian Aid and pretty much everything in 
this issue can in some way be linked to this conflicting 
nature of red.  Whether it’s tension in a discussion, an 
internal struggle with what is right, finding a balance 
between your faith and everyday life, our lives are 
inevitably full of conflict and this issue of f2 certainly is!  
That’s why I’ve chosen red.  That and because it just looks 
great!  Enjoy…

Michael Bullock 
East Midlands Synod 
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general assembly

“Know this, my beloved 
brothers: let every person be 
quick to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to anger.” – James 1:19

GAWAS A SIDE of the Church  
I never wanted to see!

I was asked some time ago to 
attend General Assembly to represent my 
Synod. This was going to be my first GA 
and I had already heard that debates could 
get pretty heated. I was fully prepared 
for this and, after an epic time at What 
Do You Think, I had got to grips with the 
business topics planned. I was starting to 
look forward to seeing how the business of 
the Church happened and hopefully meet a 
variety of new and interesting people. 

However, one thing that I was extremely 
shocked and deeply upset to see was the 
behaviour of some members of Assembly. 
I would like to state at this point that I 
understand and, in general, am glad, that 
people have different opinions and thoughts. 
This, in my opinion, helps the Church to grow 
and thanks to the way the decision making 
systems works, the overall agreement is what 
should be best for the Church. 

What did upset me – and it upset me a lot – 
was the way certain people behaved when 
their personal opinion did not go through; 
watching a fully grown man throw his 
papers on the floor, shout at the moderator 
and walk out, for example. I think it is fully 
understandable and dreadfully important for 
people to be passionate over a subject they 
want to debate, however this behaviour just 
seemed childish. 

One thing that Jesus tried to teach us was 
to respect and love our fellow man and the 
behaviour shown at GA was, at times, the 
complete opposite. 

If I am asked to attend General Assembly 
again, I will. It is important for the Church 
to listen to its representatives to reach 
decisions. However, I hope that my next 
time will see a more respectful attitude  
to differing opinions.

 

Two members of FURY recount experiences of GA this year!   
Some good, some bad, all important. 

ON MONDAY THE 2ND JULY around 
twenty young people descended upon 
Whitmore Lakes a spiritual activities 

retreat on the borders of Scotland. We 
shared wooden cabins, a meeting room, 
dining room and kitchen; this quickly made 
us a close group even if we were split into 
teams for our activities and sessions. 

In between the serious stuff we got to 
enjoy activities previously not indulged 
in at WDYT?; archery, swimming, raft 

building and some 
interesting team-
building activities, 
alas there was not 
time for the zip wire. 
To do these we split 
into three teams and 

by the end of each one we were either 
muddy, wet or both and always covered 
in the scars of battle with our mortal 
enemies the midges. We obviously had a 
lot of fun and we learnt we had some skills 
we didn’t know about, new things about 
each other and got to engage with God 
in fun and interesting ways. In-between 
whistling arrows and big splashes we 
prepared ourselves for GA by going 
through the book of reports, discussing 
some of the bigger motions and making 
sure we had a our facts straight. We also 
practiced consensus decision making GA 
style and prepared a demonstration motion 
to help the rest of the Assembly keep up. 
Somehow we found time outside of all the 
scheduled fun to make banners for the 
march for justice and bake some delicious 
brownies. By the end of the four days we 
were all exhausted but ready to take part 
in GA 2012 so we slept on the coach on the 
way to Scarborough.     
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andy kind f2INTERVIEWED COMEDIAN Andy Kind regarding 
his faith, his career and more!

f2 • urc youth news • oct 2012 

f2:  So, how did you first get into comedy?

AK:  I came out of Uni and decided I wanted to give it a go, so I rang up a few agencies  
that book comedy nights and tried to get some ‘open-spots’ under my belt. It all 
started from there really.

f2: Did you always want to be a performer, then?

AK: Well, I always wanted to be funny for a living, I think.  My heroes growing up were 
John Cleese and Rowan Atkinson.  It’s the writing side of it, rather than the performing, 
which is my real joy, but I always enjoyed public speaking and the like, so it wasn’t a 
massive surprise that I went into some kind of performance-based arena.

f2: How did your (first) book come about?

AK: I wrote the first chapter of Stand Up and Deliver and sent it off to a publisher.   
They liked it, asked me to write the rest of it, and then they printed it.  Simples!   
It is honestly the only time in my entire career where something has felt simple  
to that degree. It’s usually a massive slog! 

f2: How did you find faith?

AK: I’ve always believed in a God, but it wasn’t until after Uni that I became a  
Christian. There’s a difference between having God as some sort of good-luck 
charm, and putting him at the centre of your life. I just think Jesus is true and 
real and alive, and because I think that I have to make it the most important 
thing in my life – because it is the most important thing in my life.

f2: And would you say your faith is important in your work?

AK: Yeah, it’s hugely important in terms of influence; how I treat people,  
the messages I want to send out. I don’t do ‘Christian comedy’, but I’m a 
Christian before I’m anything else.

f2: So, you wouldn’t describe yourself as a ‘Christian comedian’, but as a  
comedian who is also a Christian?

AK: I’m a comedian… I’m not a Christian comedian in the same way that this  
isn’t a Christian interview and you don’t get Christian hairdressers.

f2: What have you got planned next?

AK: I’m writing several books at the moment, and we’ve just had a  
baby girl, so writing and sleeping in unequal measure!

f2: Thank you for your time and  
see you at Youth Assembly!

AK: Thank you and God bless. 

e

Editors note: 
Andy Kind will be performing at URC 
Youth Assembly (25th-27th January 
2013) – make sure you’re there!
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WE ALL KNEW that the civil partnerships debate was not going to be 
an easy hour (or so), and boy we were right!  But having the chance 
to express views and opinions makes us the wonderfully diverse, 

modern and inclusive church we strive to be, which was something  
Michael Jagessar reminded us of; to be mindful and to let the spirit guide 
our conversation. 

We started by praying. I believe this to have focused us on what God 
wanted, instead of what we may have wanted ourselves, with our selfish 
human nature. But then with such diverse views, we can ask how we can 
each be right if we all believe we are all speaking on behalf of God? That is, 
if we are actually talking on behalf of God or instead speaking with what 
we want and claim to be God’s will. That could well be the point: that none 
of us can be sure.

“There are more important issues”, some said. Well yes there are, such as 
poverty and war but what some people fail to realise is, to a person in a 
same-sex relationship, by not including them in Church civil partnerships, 
you isolate and alienate them. To that person it is the most important thing 
in the world to feel included. To me, yes there are bigger issues, but it 
doesn’t make this any less an important issue; people should be happy to 
celebrate their diversity, whether they agree with it or not instead of being 
hung up on an issue. “Human sexuality is not a simple matter”, others say. 
I say that everyone is different and we should celebrate our sexuality which 
makes us who we are – who and how God made us – I believe.

It was commented that people of different sexuality are a minority... 
However, why should this devalue any one of them?  Everyone one of  
them are God’s children, all holding an equal place in God’s kingdom.  
Some people seemed scared of what other  denominations would say…  
this simply reminded me of a primary school playground; we shouldn’t 
withhold what we believe to be right because others can’t see what we  
see nor why we want this.

When voting came around, I and the FURY members around me expected 
the hall to be a sea of blue.  How wrong we could have been; a sea of 
orange hovered above all of our heads, (with of course a few blue cards in 
the distance.)  What a wonderful sight it was.

The moment it was passed, assembly fell (almost) quiet in a shock of 
disarray that it had actually passed (it seemed). At that moment the mist 
outside Assembly lifted (a sign from God maybe that most of us  
all felt lifted as well that such a difficult and delicate issue was passed and 
ready to move ahead.) I see this as a step forward (history in the making…) 
that was necessary for us to develop as God’s people... discuss.

 
Phil Jones 

Mersey Synod 

r

sea of orange
a human sexuality sea of orange, with some waves  
in the mist...

f2 • urc youth news • oct 2012 

Michael Jagessar,  
Moderator of General Assembly
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WHAT DO YOU THINK is discussed 
when we mention the words same 
sex relationships?  So many people 

these days have such opposing opinions 
on it.  We use the word gay or queer so 
readily.  What is a gay relationship?

I have heard so many theories about why 
people are gay.  There are rumours floating 
around that it is all to do with our genes – 
that homosexuality is passed on at birth.  
Others believe God makes people gay 
whilst some think homosexuals choose 
to be gay.  Personally, I think no one can 
choose to be gay, it just happens.  To me, 
it’s a natural occurrence.  I’m sure people 
will disagree with me on that.

civil partnerships

christian aid
WHEN I FIRST EMBARKED on work 

experience with Christian Aid, I was 
expecting a standard, dull office. I 

was so wrong! 

Working at Christian Aid was one of 
the most enjoyable experiences I have 
had of anything! Not only was it helpful 
in gaining general experience of work. 
But also gave me an insight into how 
Christian Aid coordinate events and what 
they do on a local/regional level. It was 
quite fitting that I worked at Christian 
Aid as my church, but mainly FURY, have 
big involvement in Christian Aid, The 
Collective and Commitment4Life. 

The office atmosphere was always vibrant 
and tea was a common occurrence for 
everyone who worked there. I did a variety 
of things. Including taking photos of the 

Tax Bus in Warrington town centre (see 
picture above), fixing remote controlled 
cars and more serious things such as 
updating spreadsheets and writing 
articles. I also went to a secondary school 
to help with a sponsored walk and run 
activities. All of these tasks I carried out 
were fulfilling in their own way and each 
contributed to the overall success of the 
week and gaining of further knowledge of 
Christian Aid. I am extremely glad I chose 
Christian Aid to do work experience, it 
has helped me in so many ways. I was 
made to feel a part of the overall effort 
the team make and it gave me a very 
good feeling inside! I am thoroughly 
looking forward to hopefully having 
more involvement in Christian Aid!

Dan Morrell 
North Western Synod

I think that allowing same-sex couples to 
get blessed and have their civil partnership 
performed in a church should be allowed 
because in Church I have been told God 
loves everyone so why do people make 
a big fuss that people who are gay will 
not be loved by God.  If people are happy 
then let them be.  Why should we allow 
churches to discriminate against same sex 
couples?  If you think about it, that is what 
it comes down to.  I am aware that there 
will people within the URC who will still be 
unsure about human sexuality and about 
the recent decision but we can only wait 
and see what happens. 

Lucy Noble 
West Midlands Synod
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TWO WEEKS IN TANZANIA seems like 
a short amount of time, but the amount 
we got up to was phenomenal!  I met 

some great people and in only two weeks 
we became incredibly close, though we 
live all around the globe. With workshops 
on teaching a basic outline of different 
parts of medicine and the main problems 
facing Tanzanian health care, sitting in on 
clinics to put what we learnt into practice 
and then doing medical outreach for Masai 
tribes, giving them the chance to have free 
medical care which they wouldn’t have 
otherwise…  (catch my breath) we were 
kept busy everyday! 

It was a great experience knowing we 
were giving them a chance for better 
lifestyle, and at times very challenging.  
Seeing people with problems which are 
highly uncommon in England, yet so 
very common in Tanzania really made 
me realise how lucky we are with the 
technology we have!  One hospital  
which we went to didn’t even have a 
defibrillator; instead they do CPR or 
internal cardiac massage.

my tanzania trip

For leisure, we went on a safari where 
we saw lots of animals such as elephants, 
zebras, lions and lots more. We also went 
hunting with bush men, one of the few 
tribes left who survive without a supply 
of running water – instead they get water 
from plants etc. This was really interesting 
because we saw them catch an antelope, 
kill it, prepare it for food, and then cook 
it. We were all able to try some, and it 
tasted… odd. We saw traditional Masai 
dancing and were able to have a go as 
well. It was good fun but really tiring!

Tanzanian culture really found a place in 
my heart; their clothes, their food, their 
language; it was all great fun! I learnt so 
much and gained so much experience. 
Volunteering abroad is definitely 
something I want to do again, especially 
medical outreach, because it really had a 
great effect on those we helped.

Asante sana, mchana nwema!   
Thank you, I wish you a good day!

Hannah Jones
Southern Synod 

Karibu! Jina langu ni Hannah.   Welcome! My name is Hannah. 
Ninatoka England.   I am from England 
Mimi ni voluntia.   I am a volunteer. 
Na wewe?   And you? 
Nime furahi kuku fahama!  I’m happy to meet you!
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Editors note: 
If you have been somewhere 
exciting with the URC, let me know!  
Eventually, the FURY map will be put 
up on the f2 Facebook page so get 
your pictures and captions in quick 
and you might sneak yourself onto it!

Jonathon Buckley went to Stockholm to 
see the work of the YMCA in Sweden.

Victoria Paulding travelled to 
Zambia to visit URC missionary, 
Alison Gibbs, headteacher at 
Mwenzo Girls’ School.

David Harvey represented FURY 
on visit to meet members of the 
Presbyterian Church in Taiwan,  
a partner Church of the URC. 

Michael Bullock and 
Lucy Ette have both 
visited Botswana to 
develop a partnership 
between the URC 
East Midlands Synod 
and the UCCSA 
Synod of Botswana. 

Matthew Appleyard has twice been 
to Mozambique to see the cultural 
differences and to meet young people 
from their churches. 

Simon Peters, Tom Hackett and many 
others have lived in Mission House in 
Amsterdam for ten months, volunteering 
in various projects in the area. 

A group of FURY members 
have visited the Holy Land! 
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temptation…
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“Be self-controlled and vigilant always, 
for your enemy the devil is always 

about, prowling like a lion roaring for its 
prey. Resist him, standing firm in your 

faith, remembering that the strain is the 
same for all your fellow-Christians in 

other parts of the world.” 1 Pet 5:8-10

AS I SIT LISTENING to Chris Tomlin’s Our God is Greater, the words resound in 
my head: ‘Into the darkness you shine, out of the ashes we rise.’ 

Things can look pretty bleak sometimes. At some point in our lives, we have all 
experienced the darkness and bleakness of loneliness, melancholia or grief. Whether 
that being from the loss of Chomper, the beloved pet goldfish, or the ending of a 
relationship. So, as a means of feeling better about a situation, often we overlook the 
big, loving God in our lives and look for alternative ways to be happy.

The seven deadly sins spring to mind. Perhaps we reckon that having a quick fling 
with the hottie next door, followed by eating more of Mum’s cake than we can 
stomach. Then proceeding to laze around watching the Big Bang Theory on the 50 
inch monstrosity you are overly proud of, then getting angry at the crappy satellite 
signal on our phones and jealous of how pretty Penny is, or how Leonard is so 
damn smart. Slipping into that state is sometimes just a bit too tempting to resist. 

And why shouldn’t you, right? You feel better, it’s not harming anyone else; so 
no harm done, right? Wrong. You will inevitably feel crappy after you have been 
sick from over-eating the cake, getting emotionally-fuelled texts from the hottie, 
regretfully throwing your phone at the TV causing it to fizzle into snow-screen, 
looking in the mirror and berating yourself in comparison to the actors and 
actresses. In the process of you giving into temptation, you have hurt yourself. 

So, what to do? Get God-healthy on the inside and be bodily-healthy on the 
outside! If our personality is lazy, lustful, etc on the inside, we’re gonna be 
tempted to be lazy and lustful on the outside. If we are Godly on the inside, we’re 
gonna be tempted to listen to Chris Tomlin, go to church, pray, spread the gospel, 
and other awesome Godly stuff!

C.S. Lewis said, “No man knows how bad he is till he has tried very hard to be good. 
A silly idea is current that good people do not know what temptation means. This is 
an obvious lie. Only those who try to resist temptation know how strong it is… You 
find out the strength of a wind by trying to walk against it, not by lying down…”

Jesus, being human, was tempted. He was the only man 
to ever resist the full temptation of sin. He knows how 
tricky it can all be; trust in Him, that He will give you the 
strength to get through the tempting situation you find 
yourself in.

We’re not alone. Christians all over the world, and in 
your church, family, FURY group are all tempted to sin. 
But in Faith you have the ability to resist. Stand firm, 
hold on. There is always a way out. The hottie won’t 

leave me alone – don’t answer the texts, the cake looks so yummy and I’m hungry 
– eat something healthier. 

‘Who am I to speak?’ I hear you ask. I am tempted every day: to be lustful, to be 
greedy and lazy – man I love pyjama days. But, at the end of the day, although I 
will mess up, our God is a loving God. He cares so much for us, and will never ever 
stop. My walk with God is unique and an on-going journey. He is huge: bigger than 
the biggest temptation, and If my God is for me then what can ever stand against? 

In conclusion be strong--not in yourselves but in the Lord, in the power of his 
boundless strength.  (Eph 6:10)  

Rachel Wilshaw 
Southern Synod

Editors note: 
This article is a much-shortened 
version of the original. For the full 
article, see the F2 Facebook Page!
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WELL, WHERE DO I BEGIN?   
Girls’ Brigade is a global Christian 
movement with a great history and  

a passionate vision for this generation and 
the future.

My company is located in Wellingborough 
and has around 30 girls in total but, even 
though that sounds like such a small 
number, each of us is very energetic and 
unique in our own way. 

1st Wellingborough Girls’ Brigade is linked 
with many companies locally including 
Higham Ferrers, Wollaston and Northampton. 
We meet up about once a month and do all 
kinds of activities together, such as bowling, 
visiting Cadburys world and Thorpe Park. 
As well as keeping in touch with companies 
locally we are also linked to a company in 
Malawi; we receive letters from time to 
time telling us how they are improving as a 
company e.g. better facilities and more young 
leaders and officers wanting to help the girls 
that have joined and change their lives for 
the better. We often let the girls write their 
own letters to each other so they feel more 
included and can understand what life is like 
for girls their own age over the other side of 
the world. 

It is important for Girls’ Brigade to keep 
in touch/linked with FURY so we can hear 
about what’s going on all over the world 
and know how our companies are getting 
on through the FURY mag. I think it is a nice 
idea linking so many companies together 
such as Boys Brigade, Girls Brigade and 
Scouts so we can help each other out and 
become stronger in our faith. 

If you know any girls between the ages of 
4-18 that are looking for an enjoyable time 
then Girls Brigade is definitely the right 
place to send them!

We have sections throughout our company, 
splitting the girls into a more comfortable 

girls’ brigade!

way of working.  They all gain different 
badges throughout these sections to show 
off what they have learnt within different 
topics (explorers 4-8, juniors 8-11, seniors  
11-14 and brigaders 14-18.)

•	 Explorers	have	a	programme	called	
n:vestigate, where they follow two 
bubbly characters: Gabby & Barney, 
on different adventures within life, 
including: my favorite things, helping 
people, our bodies and much more.

•	 Juniors	follow	a	programme	called	
n:gage, where they get up to many 
different activities to becoming a better 
girl within their community, including: 
what the Bible can do for them and 
others, games and care.

•	 Seniors	have	a	progamme	called	
n:counta, where the girls choose which 
topics they want to focus on to collect 
their badges.

•	 Brigaders	follow	a	programme	called	
n:spire, where the girls yet again 
choose which topics they want to  
focus on throughout the year to collect 
their badges.

We also go on GB Camp once a year for the 
seniors and older.  So far we’ve only had 
two, but they were really fun and definitely 
worth going too!  Other companies have 
been camping for over 30 years!

Lydia Hennessy 
East Midlands Synod



how can i serve...?
ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL GOALS of an Assembly youth event is to 

encourage young people to feel a part of a wider Church community. 
Many young people in our churches often find themselves being the 

only person of that age in the local church and can feel isolated from the 
community that they are part of. Events like Youth Assembly, Voyagers 
and Navigators, What Do You Think and Children’s Assembly seek to 
bring some of those young people together and engender a feeling of 
belonging to the wider Church.  In July of this year I had the opportunity 
of volunteering with a group of young people in Palestine and visited a 
town called Nablus. This town has the Biblical name of Shechem and 
is the site of the well where Jesus encountered the Samaritan woman. 
The story highlights how Jesus stopped and spoke to this woman in a 
place and at a time that would have been unacceptable to the majority 
of people of that time. Jesus reached out to this woman and spoke of the 
living water that was available to her if only she would give her life to 
Christ. In our work with young people we try to use this example shown 
by Jesus in reaching out to young people who might feel on the edge of 
our society and the communities in which they live.

In Romans 15 it says that “Those of us who are strong and able in faith 
need to step in and lend a hand to those who falter, and not just do what 
is most convenient to us. Each one of us needs to look after the good of 
the people around us, asking ourselves, How can I help?” That’s exactly 
what Jesus did. He didn’t make it easy for himself by avoiding people’s 
troubles, “I took on the troubles of the troubled” is the way scriptures  
put it.

Each year we ask young people to 
serve on the FURY Advisory Board 
to represent the views and advocate 
on behalf of other young people in 
the United Reformed Church. The 
opportunity to serve on this group 
happens at the Youth Assembly in 
January. The passage from Romans 
asks us to think about the role that 
service to others plays in our daily 
lives. There are a variety of forms this 
might take, lending a listening ear or 
emotional support, doing service for others or giving money for shelter 
food and clothing to another person in need. All these opportunities to 
serve are available by serving on the Fury Advisory Board, so look out for 
next year’s Youth Assembly and ask yourself, should I be giving more to 
others than I currently do?

John Brown 
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Editors note: 
If you are considering standing for any 
of the roles on FAB, it’s a good idea to 
talk with the person currently in that 
role.  They’ll be able to offer you advice, 
explain exactly what the role requires/
offers and who knows, they might even 
be your proposer/seconder!
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the taekwondo of life
I AM THE TAEKWONDO OF LIFE said Jesus. He actually said ‘bread’  

but I’m being a bit liberal with the translation…

I got to watch some of the Taekwondo during the Olympic games, 
without commentary from the BBC which meant I could make up the 
rules as the athletes went about their Taekwondo: Its best that way.

It seemed to me that in the type of sparring seen at the Olympics, 
each person got points for potential. If you touched your opponents 
head with your foot (how do they kick that high anyway?) then you 
got your points. There was no need to go for the knockout, which so 
often seems to be the way of boxing (though I may be wrong).

So many times in Jesus’ ministry he finds himself in a situation of 
confrontation. If we are honest, surely being half divine must give you  
an advantage over your opposition which means that he could have  
gone for the knockout at any time. But so often, he chose a different 
way, in fact he often left a question.

In the cultures we live in, it can be so tempting to go for the knockout 
such as having the last say in a discussion. But that might be missing 
the point, and may be ignoring why Jesus asked the people around 
him (people like us) so many questions ‘What do you say?’, ‘Who do 
you say I am?’ for example. 

The questions aren’t just important for making us think. They are 
also important because it helps us understand that Jesus didn’t really 
seem to see anyone as his opponent. Even in the heat of the Temple 
environment, or in the heat of the midday sun around a well talking to 
a ‘foreign’ woman, Jesus never really seems into seeing people in such 
a way. When you ask a question, it shows the level of respect held for 
the other person.

In the Olympics I never saw a Taekwondo athlete get decked by a 
kick, but I did see the potential for it to happen. At the end of each 
match, I also saw the two Taekwondoists (I made that word up), bow 
to each as a sign of respect.

How do we react at school, university, with our friends or even in 
church… do we live in a world that encourages us to have the last 
say and go for the knockout, or can we reflect Jesus respect for those 
around us? How practical is it to live in such a way? Probably just 
as practical as kicking that high in Taekwondo, which means it is 
possible, it might just take a lot of practice!

Revd David Downing 

1!

Editors note: 
The cyclist, Lizzie Armitstead, 
team GB’s first medallist (top), 
from Bridge United Reformed 
Church, Yorkshire.  
Jenni Pinches (front row right),  
member of the women’s 
gymnastic team who achieved 
their best result in the post-
war era, from Trinity Church, 
Cheadle, Cheshire (URC/M).
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To contribute to F2 or ask any questions to the editor, the email address is:  f2@fury.org.uk

Paul:

“I am sure we are all familiar with people 
trying to get jobs and the Government 
telling everyone they must get back to work. 
Students are achieving degrees and still 
unable to get a job in a supermarket etc. after 
a year. I received a good degree in electronic 
engineering a few years ago. After 9 months 
of trying I did secure an engineering job and 
was very pleased. However a few years later I 
was made redundant. I then tried applying for 
other engineering jobs without any success at 
all, so I decided to try for anything; caretaking, 
driving jobs etc. At last I got an interview for 
an assistant caretaking job in a small school. 
The interview went well but the day after I 

was phoned to be told that I 
interviewed well and they knew 
I could do the job well but they 
were not going to give it to me 
because they said I was over 
qualified for the job and so 

would think that I would get a better job and 
soon leave and they would have to advertise 
all over again. For 2 and a half years I have 
been trying to get work and managed to pick 
up some bits of engineering work for a few 
weekends. At last, I saw an engineering job 
advertised and I was over the moon when I was 
offered the job the day after I was interviewed. 
However, like many jobs it was for a 6 th 
month contract only. The 6 month period is 
now up. What next?”

Leroy:

“I am a young person who has been disowned by 
both parents. There are many young people like 
myself who end up not having any family home 
or any parents or immediate family to offer us 
the support and advice we may need. Sometimes 
relationships completely break down in the 
home and in some cases young people’s parents 
decide to return to their country of origin. At 16 
I was homeless and went to live with my church 
minister and his wife. I stayed with them for 2 
years until I was old enough to claim housing 
benefit. I was unable to stay further with this 
minister’s family because they were moving to 
a much smaller house. My minister’s wife who is 
also my god mother gave me alot of support as 
I went through the process of claiming housing 
benefit; finding a suitable room to live in, in a 
shared house; and living independently. I am a 
young actor, having studied performing arts 
at an FE college. I knew that finding regular 
employment in acting is impossible and that 
acting is a difficult area in which to earn a 
living, so naturally I need to find other means of 
earning money as well. This is what I have found 
so difficult. One week end I sat at a computer for 
nearly 2 whole days applying for everything ...no 
responses ! At the same time you get grief from 
the job centre. Some of the jobs they present to 
you are not jobs at all. The one I go to seems to 
be so dysfunctional. Sometimes you find your 
allowance is stopped and the housing benefit 
with it and you don’t know why, and trying to 
find the right person to explain things to you is 
sometimes impossible. This has caused me so 
much stress. All I want to do is to get on in life, 
to make a living and not have to rely on others 
for financial help in times of financial crisis. I am 
very careful with the little money I get from Job 
seekers. I am an articulate young person but still 
find it difficult to control my anger at times when 
there does not seem to be a way out.”

This is a Church that 
encourages young people 
to tell their stories

A 
YEAR AGO, an ecumenical group under the 
responsibility of Churches Together in England carried 
out some research amongst young unemployed people 

and produced an extensive report. Many of these young 
people belong to churches and some continue to work 
effectively as volunteers in Church programmes. Four of 
these young people are members of a United Reformed 
Church in North London. Almost all the young people in this 
multicultural church are of Caribbean; West African or mixed 
heritage backgrounds. This is a Church that encourages 
young people to tell their stories, and in this case, of their 
experiences of unemployment. Below are two of the stories. 
The church we are referring to is High Cross URC in Thames 
North Synod but we are respecting the identity of the 2 story 
tellers. We are calling them Paul and Leroy. 

youth unemployment

article by Sandra Ackroyd, 
Racial Justice Advocate, Thames North Synod
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