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make some noise!
HERE IT IS – THE NEXT ISSUE OF F2!   

You can put down the old yellow one 
you’ve been reading religiously each day 

since it arrived in pristine condition on your 
doorstep months ago and is now dog-eared 
and falling apart after so many late-night 
reads. Now you have this brand new, shiny 
green f2 to keep you busy until next time!

Following the enthusiasm shown towards 
what I shall continue to refer to as ‘the yellow one’ and the articles 
within it – particularly to “Curious but Conserved” – I thought it only 
right to continue to seek out writers willing to discuss issues that really 
bug us; issues we want to and need to read about!  In this issue, you 
can find out a bit about why the ZI campaign was abandoned, issues 
troubling the new Moderator Elect, what Young Minds do and why 
FURY have chosen them as our charity and even (after a tremendous 
faux pas on my part of not asking them to write an article last time) a 
word from our Moderators, Gary and Jane!

The reason behind the more controversial articles is simple – God 
doesn’t ask us to be complacent or lethargic in our approach to Christian 
life.  He asks us to blow the trumpet, to shake the country up, to make 
some noise!  What better way for young people to make some noise than 
to write about the issues they are passionate about and have their views 
read by millions (well, hundreds, but you get my point)?  So please, read 
the articles in this issue.  From Benji Littlejohn’s pondering on God’s love 
to the update from Conor O’Connor about what the BYC delegates have 
been doing on our behalf, everything in this issue has been included for a 
reason and I hope you can get the most out of it!
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“Blow the ram’s horn 
trumpet in Zion! 

Trumpet the alarm on 
my holy mountain! 

 
Shake the country up!”  
Joel 2:1 (The Message)
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the moderators speak
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Gary writes... 

PRAYER HAS ALWAYS BEEN a big 
part of Christian life. We should be 
praying every day of the week, not just 

on a Sunday morning during our church 
services.   
All too often I find that this happens to me, 
I believe that many other people have this 
experience and we need to work together 
to improve our prayer lives and our 
relationship with God.  That is why this 
year members of the Advisory Board and 
Ecumenical partners have been working 
on an Ecumenical Prayer book.  It will 
use prayers written by young people for 
different situations.  Prayer should not be 
a chore that we have to do.  We should go 
into it freely and listen for God’s answers 
and for his Guidance.  We are also really 
concentrating on giving God space to 
do His work at national events this year. 
Personally I have never felt closer to God 
than when in Taizé, sat by a stream in 
silence.  I know that everyone has places 
or memories that make them feel close to 
God.  As we are coming up to the summer 
holidays, I am sure lots of you will be going 
away to events such as Soul Survivor and 
will feel God working in your lives there.  
What I want to work on is finding God in 
my everyday life, and making space to  
see Him. 

Gary and Jane Leighton 
are sharing the role of 
FURY Moderator this 
year; here they share 

about what it is like for 
two people being in one 

role and a bit about their 
hopes for FURY.

ONE QUESTION we have been asked 
many times is how we cope, sharing 
a role in the Church. We feel that 

we both have different areas of strength 
and weakness: where one of us is not so 
strong, the other often can take on that 
side of the role. For us, this is important 
as it makes it easier for us to fulfil our 
role, whilst learning more about our own 
and each other’s qualities.  But, most 
importantly, it means that FURY can  
have the best of both worlds!  It is also  

a privilege to have a role 
we can both share in our 
“downtime” and at the  
same time be working for  
the glory of God.

An issue which has always 
been close to both our hearts 
is young people being able 
and encouraged to represent 
themselves and their views 
at various levels, to different 
groups of people. 

Jane writes...

I HAVE ALWAYS BELIEVED that young 
people’s voices should be heard.  This is 
for a variety of reasons.  Representation 

is beneficial to the person expressing 
themselves and also to the wider group.  
Becoming involved in FURY when I was 
seventeen, I have learnt a lot of life skills – 
from public speaking and contributing and 
group discussions, to being comfortable 
jumping on trains going up and down 
the country.  I have also felt that people 
want to listen to what I have to say; youth 
representation and participation at every 
level is almost unique to our denomination 
within the Church and is to be treasured.  
I can honestly say that people throughout 
the URC are willing to listen to young 
people’s opinions and would encourage 
everyone to get their voices heard, 
whether it be at a Church meeting or a 
synod or national event.

w
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who is God calling?
AS AN INDIVIDUAL, I have little 

difficulty in getting my voice heard 
but am constantly walking on egg 

shells asking myself “How can I say this 
in a way that won’t offend or upset?” 
or “Can I rephrase this to give people a 
compromise?” This dilemma is how I’m 
sometimes feeling within my current 
role on FAB: struggling with some of the 
issues that God wants me to bring forward 
because I know that they are controversial.  
I become worried because I have seen how 
much pride people hold for FURY and how 
defensive they can be when they feel that 
their bureaucracies are being questioned.  
Yet I feel so strongly against some of the 
social norms that exist within FURY, that I 
know that God is calling for some of them, 
at least, to change. 

As we have already seen within 
FURY, the problem of inclusion has 
been acknowledged and begun to be 
addressed and, consequently, FURY is 
growing substantially because of it.  For 
me, the problem of inclusion is not just 
about becoming more inclusive 
in the representation of FURY’s 
members though – something 
which has been acknowledged by 
the development of the “Welfare 
Representative” – but is something 
which lies deep within the 
workings of FURY itself.  It’s about 
including every member within the 
bureaucracies of FURY and utilising 
everybody’s talents so as to ensure 
that the right person goes to the 
right role at the right time, whether 
this is an existing member of FAB 
or a fresh new face. It’s about 
breaking down invisible barriers 
and perceptions and thus ensuring 
that it becomes easier to recognise 
and act upon both your own calling, 
and the callings of those around 
you. Fortunately, we can already 
see the beginnings of these barriers 
being broken down, most notably through 
the many new faces on FAB  
this year, for example Nathan Stott,  
Jack Charlesworth and Michael Bullock  
to name but a few.

Decide for yourself 
whether we were 
sensible choices!
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What is important, though, is that FURY 
continues to elect/nominate the right 
people for each job – not necessarily 
who they simply feel would be a good 
candidate, but who they genuinely 
believe that God is calling to each role. 

In my opinion, with the same people 
utilising their talents in different roles 
within FAB year on year, there is the 
danger of new talents and ideas being 
lost. Consequently, focus needs to be 
upon making FURY more accessible to 
all, and not just to those who are already 
well established within the system.  
However the controversy lies in how 
FURY will actually achieve this, whilst 
still acknowledging the further callings of 
the more experienced members of FURY.  
It is my worry, however, that as a person 

becomes more 
comfortable with calling 
FURY their church, they’ll 
find themselves falling 
into the trap of wanting to 
serve and, consequently, 
find themselves looking 

for how they can serve, rather than 
how they are necessarily being 
called to serve by God.  

This underlies two of the more 
pressing challenges which I believe 
FURY is currently facing; firstly, 
that of recognising new talents 
whilst valuing those which are 
older and, secondly, recognising 
when we are being called to serve 
as individuals, both at the heart of 
FURY’s decision-making, as well as 
at its periphery. In short, it is my 
belief that we need to be more open 
to challenging the social norms 
and bureaucracies of FURY in order 
to more effectively fulfil FURYs’ 
mission in bringing people to Christ. 

Rebecca Whiffen 
Eastern Synod
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FELLOW FURY FOLK! Contrary to popular 
belief, we at FURY do occasionally act like 
grown ups and participate in those boring 

‘business sessions’ of Youth Assembly. 
Some of these involve passing resolutions – 
promises that a group of people work on to 
make the URC better – either by improving 
how FURY works, or by saying that we want 
to support certain charities. This year, you 
that were present at Assembly, decided  
that you would like to support the motion 
that follows:

“Young Minds is a charity that supports 
young people with mental health problems. 
They are a key charity as many teenagers 
fall out of the counselling system when they 
are too old for child counselling, but go onto 
waiting lists for adult counselling if their 
problems are not seen as serious enough. 
Young Minds provides counselling for all 
teenagers and young people no matter what 
their mental health problem, as well as for 
their families – particularly if grievance occurs.

Fury will aim to provide information to 
churches about the symptoms of mental 
health problems, such as depression whilst 
raising awareness of charities like Young 
Minds, with the intention that if anyone in the 
church is suffering from such problems, the 
congregation will be more willing to help.”

So, here we are telling you more about 
Young Minds and the amazing work that 
they do as the UK’s leading charity to 
support the mental health and well being 
of young people. 53% of councils have cut 

the CAMHS (Children 
and Adolescent 
Mental Health 
Society) budget, yet 
more and more young 
people are suffering 
from mental health 
issues year upon 
year. 850,000 children 
have been diagnosed 
with a mental 
health problem, 

about 80,000 of which suffer from severe 
depression – that’s about three children in 
each class room. They also help thousands 
of parents, carers and families across the 
country.  Last year 6332 calls were taken 
from worried families – that’s about twenty 

r

young minds
f2 • urc youth news • july 2012 

Heads Up: 
45% of children in care have a mental 
health disorder – these are some of the 
most vulnerable people in our society.

95% of imprisoned young offenders have a 
mental health disorder. Many of them are 
struggling with more than one disorder.

Heads Up: 
About one in five young people shows 
the sign of an eating disorder and 25,000 
(that’s about one in twelve) children and 
young people end up in hospital from 
self harming – unfortunately this number 
does not include suicides.

Heads Up: 
Young minds has been around since 
1993 and in 1995 it opened its phone 
service to worried parents. Back then 
it only had two phone lines, and was 
only open three hours a day, Monday to 
Friday. Now they are open Monday to 
Friday, 9.30 till 4.30.

times a day that a parent believes their 
child is seriously depressed.

Young people are extremely venerable 
and are often demonised by society, 
particularly as when such problems 
occur, it is normally put down to 
“attention seeking,” “difficult/disruptive” 
or “typical moody teenager behaviour,” 
hence why so many young people feel 
so isolated and that they have no one to 
talk to; particularly when they get told 
off. Many young people find ways to 
deal with this, although not in positive 
ways, for example, through crime, drugs 
and alcohol abuse. Many young people 
are bought up in dysfunctional families 
where these problems exist and hence 
are left to cope with the ill mental health 
of others around them.

Okay, so this might be quite a tough 
article to read, what with all the 
statistics, but it’s the only real way to 
show just how big of an issue mental 
health is for young people; and to show 
how much is unseen. Back at the URC 
Youth Assembly when this motion was 
being passed, it was only then I realised 
how big of an issue it was – every single 
person in that room (which contained 
near enough 200 people – maybe more!) 
knew someone who had experienced a 
mental health disorder!

So to leave you with a little food for 
thought, if you knew someone who was 
suffering from poor mental health, what 
would you do... what would you really do? 

Aimee Boyd
Synod of Wales
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COMMITMENT 
FOR LIFE works 
in partnership 

with the World 
Development 
Movement and 
Christian Aid 
to support four 
key countries: 
Bangladesh, 
Zimbabwe, Jamaica 
and Israel and the 
occupied Palestinian territories. 2012 
marks 20 years of this movement in the 
United Reformed Church. That’s 20 years 
of faith and justice in action, 20 years 
of praying and giving for people across 
the world and 20 years of inspiring and 
informing others to actively engage in 
helping people help themselves out of 
poverty. 

20 years is most of my lifetime and yet as a 
young person, Commitment for Life hasn’t 
always resonated with me in the same 
way it does today. In fact, for many years 
I perhaps didn’t understand what it was 
or why it was relevant to me as a young 
person. One thing I did know however 
was that the URC felt strongly that 
Commitment for Life was an important tool 
in aiding our denomination to become a 
part of an end to poverty. As a part of that 
denomination, this made it relevant to me. 

In 2011, Commitment for Life in 
partnership with Christian Aid appointed 
Charis Unsworth, the first Commitment 
for Life/Christian Aid Intern with special 
responsibility for FURY. This really put 
Commitment for Life and Christian Aid 
on the map for young people in the URC. 
In the last year Charis has worked hard 
to bring the issues of Commitment for 
Life and Christian Aid to young people 

Commitment for Life

t
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by visiting youth groups and stimulating 
discussions at national FURY events. 
Young people are becoming more curious 
and more engaged with how they can 
be a part of helping their 
denomination bring an end 
to poverty. 

There is still, however, a 
long way to go and in May 
2012, I was appointed the 
second Commitment for 
Life/Christian Aid Intern 
with special responsibility 
for FURY. This makes the 
challenge of keeping all these issues high 
on the agenda of young people in the URC 
mine. I don’t know exactly what the next 
year holds but I am excited by our making 
a difference, together. 

Miriam Webb
West Midlands Synod

 2012 marks 20 years of 
this movement in the 

United Reformed Church

Young people are 
becoming more curious 

and more engaged 
with how they can be 
a part of helping their 

denomination bring an 
end to poverty 
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WHEN PEOPLE FIND OUT you are 
part of the Scouting movement, 
they always seem to pull a funny 

face and ask why. They then go on to 
ask if I spend all day sewing, tying knots 
and compass work. The answer to that is 
no, not at all. People also make comment 
about how it is just for lads and that girls 
can’t join. Well, for the last few years 
[since 1991], girls have been welcomed 
into Scouting.

Today, it is more likely to find scouts 
canoeing in the river or out climbing and 

mountain biking. Yes, 
there are still badges for 
completing tasks and 
taking part in events; 
however, there  
are now badges for  
skating, photography  
and even gaming!

Camping is still very much 
a part of being a scout but even this has 
changed. For some camps, toilets still have 
to be dug and food has to be prepared 
on a fire but for some camps it is more 
like a jamboree – completely different. 
Being away for a week with thousands of 
other people, massive discos and parties 
at night, insane activities during the day 

y

Scouting 
– still modern for over 100 years 
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and making new friends from across the 
world at the same time. It is an amazing 
experience and everyone who has 
attended one will tell you how epic they 
are.

One thing that hasn’t changed in Scouting 
is the involvement of the church. Not 
every member of Scouting is a Christian, 
however each ‘pack’ should have some 
connection with a local church. Once a 
month, there are often services when the 
Scout pack, and other uniformed groups, 
are invited to join in worship. This is an 
awesome way of introducing youth to  
the church.

Before becoming a Scout, new members 
have to take their promise which 
includes the line; “Do my duty to God 
and the Queen.” From this, all Scouts are 
encouraged to follow a good Christian 
life as well as share a love for Jesus.  The 
commandment that Jesus taught, “Treat 
others as you wish to be treated yourself” 
is often a rule in scout packs as it should 
be to all Christians during day to day life.

Overall, Scouting is an awesome 
organisation that has God in its centre; it 
has managed to move with the times and 
continues to today. Membership numbers 
are increasing across the globe and now 
there are only 6 countries in the world 
without Scouting!

So, if you want to be a part of this amazing 
adventure or want to know more about it, 
please look on the Scout website:  
www.scouting.org.uk

Andrew Barkley
Synod of Wales

massive discos and parties 
at night, insane activities 

during the day and 
making new friends from 

across the world
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If I am totally honest I had loads of fun 
there and the people were easy to get 
along with. They are absolutely great to 
talk to and I am glad to say that I am a 
Quaker fan!

Nathan Stott
Mersey Synod

NOW… AS SOME OF YOU MAY KNOW, 
I was invited to the Quakers’ Junior 
Yearly Meeting (equivalent of our YA) 

as a representative of the United Reformed 
Church.  No sooner had the f2 editor 
heard this, that he contacted me asking 
for an article on the Quakers: just what 
were they like, how did they do things 
differently, was it all about porridge oats?

I could start this article about all the 
bad stereotypes that people have about 
Quakers and then go on to justify all of 
those points I made earlier on. As many of 
you know, however, I am not one to go for 
what people expect me to do! So here it is: 
Quakers are just like you and me, they are 
not big hairy monsters but they are just 
like everyone else, they have two eyes and 
two ears and a nose. Plus they are very 
open and before I even reached the centre 
they made me feel welcome. 

The worship at first did seem a lot 
different – no prayers, no songs – but 
instead it was complete silence. Being me, 
and not even being able to keep still whilst 
waiting for a bus, it was the hardest thing 
in the world at first but, after a while, I 
started to let my mind wander and was 
thinking about how I could grow wings 
and fly. After my bizarre and wonderful 
thoughts I managed to sit there and just 
have a conversation with God; something 
that seems, to me, to be really hard to do 
these days with Sixth Form work and other 
distractions that we have in our lives.  It 
was magnificent being in such a peaceful 
surrounding.

Also, the activities over the weekend 
were very entertaining! That is, despite 
the fact that I managed to fall into some 
nettles – that is another story for another 
time…  We had a 60s disco and a quiz and 
lots of other brilliant activities, more than 
enough to keep everyone entertained and 
on their feet!  I even managed to meet up 
with Aidan Childs (pictured above) who 
attended our Youth Assembly earlier  
this year!



ZERO INTOLERANCE should have 
worked. It came from the best of 
motivations – we wanted people 

to meet Jesus. It communicated a 
welcome which many United Reformed 
Church congregations, large and small, 
do genuinely offer. It was brave and 
passionate and it offered us a place where 

we could stand tall and let 
the Spirit use us. I really 
believed in it.

The ZI adverts were strong. 
Did we go too far? I don’t 
think so. Many URC people 
told us that they didn’t like 

the ads. The answer to that was, “They 
aren’t for you.” We passionately wanted 
to reach people who have felt excluded 
by the church, and our normal cheerful, 
friendly style wasn’t going to do it. The 

i

Zero Intolerance
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ad agency told us that the usual bright, 
sunny, attractive publicity the church 
produces has no impact on a person who 
feels that his/her life is not bright, sunny 
or attractive. They advised us to go for 
grungy because sometimes life is like that. 
We did, because we know that Jesus can 
help. And the church can be a life saver. 

We made some mistakes along the 
way. I have really been pondering this. 
Some people have said that we were 
too ambitious requiring churches to opt 
in and insisting that they work with a 
companion. That was always going to be a 
tall order! Where would these companions 
come from? How could we ensure that 
they would be in the right place for 
the churches ready to get to work? We 
didn’t manage to deliver everything we’d 
promised. And we should have checked 
in more thoroughly with the councils of 
the church, not just reporting things, but 
seeking their active consent and support.

ZI asked a lot of churches, and churches 
are busy. It asked a lot of synods, and 
synods are busy too. There wasn’t an 
empty space in anybody’s agenda waiting 
for a project this big and demanding. But 
those who did grasp the vision said that 
ZI was one of the best things the URC had 
ever done. I am sorry for their sake that we 
could not see it through.

However, radical welcome lives! The 
introductory pack is available, and so is 
the companions’ toolkit. The Assembly 
committees will be discussing how to take 
the work forward. 

Radical welcome was our theme because 
it was already what people said about 
the distinctiveness of the URC in many, 
many places. Just yesterday I heard 
another story about a person who has 
been sceptical about church and has had 
bad experiences elsewhere who has found 
a home in the URC. “They accepted me 
for who I am,” she says, which is the first 
step for any of us in becoming the person 
God is going to make us. I am glad that we 
have named that gift and affirmed it. Stand 
by – there will surely be more to come.

Roberta Rominger
General Secretary of the URC

radical welcome lives! 
The introductory pack is 

available, and so is the 
companions’ toolkit.



LOVE IS TOUGH. Birthday, anniversaries, 
Valentine’s Days... the list of 
commitments goes on. It only follows 

logically, then, that the infinite love of the 
God who sent his son to die for us would 
be even tougher. It’s taken me some years 
of thinking to realise just what it is about 
this love that makes it so hard, but I think 
I’ve finally reached a conclusion of sorts: 
it’s because God doesn’t ask for presents 
on His birthday. He doesn’t expect a card 
on Valentine’s Day, or a surprise meal out 
on the anniversary of your relationship 
with him. He loves us freely, and He loves 
us completely, and all He asks in return is 
our faith in Him, and to love Him back. And 
this is where I start to struggle.

I don’t believe that I’m alone in feeling 
inadequate when a minister starts to 
intone how incredible God is, and how 
weak we are. Many a prayer I’ve heard has 
included the words “We are not worthy” 
at some point, so perhaps it is only natural 
that we should start to feel inferior. The 
important question is, then, how do we 
cope with this? Should we cope, or is this 
inferiority something that God demands of 
us, a payment for His love? I don’t believe 
so. I believe it must come down to faith.

Everyone will, I’m sure, have seen 
footage of the charismatic Christians 
of the Southern States in America; the 
kind who top and tail every sentence 
with the word “alleluia” or “thanks be to 
God”. Often, they’re the subject of much 
scorn; but more than once I’ve wished I 
could share their faith. Because from my 
experience, the only way to cope with the 
feelings of inferiority that can result from 
a relationship with God is to say “I have 
faith, my God”. Five words that have had 
the power to at the very least, offer me 
some comfort when I struggle too much. 
To begin with, they meant nothing more 
to me than any other declaration of faith, 
but the more I said it, the more I came to 
realise that the trick to coping with the 
horrors we can see in this world is to take 
them on board and have faith that God will 
make sense of it all in the end.

love is tough

o

 
“I have faith, 

my God” 
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Alas, if you were planning 
on reading this article to 
receive some sort of point 
by point guide to loving 
God back, I’m afraid I 
cannot be of any help; 
in fact, if someone can 
create such a guide, I’m 
sure many people would 
be willing to pay them 
handsomely, including myself. However, 
the reality is that each relationship with 
God is very much a unique affair, and to 
pretend otherwise is a mistake. Even the 
words on this page are only a personal 
response to the issue, and may prove to 
be of little use to some people. 500 words 
is hardly sufficient space to really get 
to grips with the subject matter. But I 
imagine that there is at least one young 
Christian out there struggling that this will 
help; and in that fact, I have faith, my God.  

Benjy Littlejohns
Southern Synod

If anybody is interested in contributing to the  
FURY Prayer Book or has any questions regarding it, 

please contact us at furyprayers@hotmail.com



What in the world is FURY?
WHEN I WAS CONTACTED as to 

whether or not I would like to write 
an article for F2, my answer was 

simply, “what’s that?”  The reply, “FURY’s 
magazine” was no help either because, 
despite attending a United Reformed 
Church for my whole life, I have never 
heard of FURY!

I am 21 years old and get involved in 
the URC at a local church level – I won’t 
let you know which Synod for fear of 
embarrassing my ‘CYDO’ (who I’ve never 
met/spoken to).  In fact, unfortunately, 
there’s not much more information I can 
divulge without pointing the finger at my 

one CYDO when I expect 
the problem is much 
wider.  Simply put, if 
young people in our own 
denomination are left 
out of events where they 
could meet other young 
Christians then this is 
awful!  I come from a 
very small church where 
the ‘youth’ numbers four.  

For the past five years, this has been my 
contact with young Christians, bar a few 
friends at college.  Why haven’t I heard  
of FURY?

Until I was asked to write for F2, I’d never 
heard of that either – I asked around 
at my church and somebody mumbled 
that we received a copy a few months 
back but they weren’t sure where it had 
been put.  Eventually, I found it (judging 
by the bright colours, I’m not sure how 
anyone could miss it!)  As well as being an 
interesting read, it raised a few questions 
in my mind: how long has my church been 
receiving this magazine without telling 
us?  How many other URCs are doing the 
same thing?  How many young people are 
missing out?

Now comes the part of the article with a 
solution, yes?  Well…  Short of stamping 
each issue of F2 with a big ‘DO NOT 
THROW AWAY’ sign or mailing it out 
individually to every person aged 16-26 
whose parents have ever attended a URC 
service, I’m not sure how you could get 
the word out there more effectively.  I have 
learnt that as of last issue, F2 does indeed 
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reach every church.  I have also learnt 
that some of these churches throw it 
away.  Personally, I think my CYDO (and 
all other CYDOs) need to communicate 
better with the young people in churches 
they may not often contact – as far as I 
am aware, our church has never received 
information about a FURY event (and 
if they have, they’ve never passed on 
the information to us).  The problem, 
to me, seems to be a simple matter of 

communication – either by CYDOs or  
local church secretaries – and the solution 
should be simple, too.  

From what little I’ve heard about FURY  
in the last few days, I know it’s 
something I want to be a part of.  I 
can see it’s already built up and well 
established but it’s not a case of “built it 
and they’ll come” because at some point 
in between, we need to be informed!  
Hope to see you soon!

how long has my church 
been receiving this magazine 

without telling us?  How many 
other URCs are doing the 

same thing?  How many young 
people are missing out?

as far as I am aware, our 
church has never received 
information about a FURY 

event (and if they have, 
they’ve never passed on the 

information to us)

Heads Up: 
It’s not a case of “built it and they’ll 
come” because at some point in 
between, we need to be informed!



xxx

titleFURY Recognised!
byc update

HEY EVERYONE! Only me again. 
However, with a lot less to say this 
time. Just a small update from the BYC 

delegation to keep you all up to speed and 
in the know!

Well, if any of you reading this are part of 
the Facebook group then you should have 
seen the recent news I posted about FURY 
receiving an award for youth leadership.

The ‘Youth on Board’ Award (or YOB for 
all you FURY acronym lovers!) is an award 
system run by the British Youth Council 
to recognise and publicise front runners 
and high achievers in the youth world. 
In this case FURY was recognised for 
outstanding leadership by young people 
and representing the young voice of the 
URC church in a mature and professional 
manner.

Unfortunately – No money is awarded 
anymore due to budget constraints (I 
know, terrible!). But we have been given 
a special logo for one years permitted use 
to show others that FURY is extremely 
serious about what it 
does and how it does it; 
which is displayed next 
to this article.

Personal comments from 
the judging panel included such things as:

“Outstanding work – keep it up” and 
“Very effective youth led organisation”

So everyone be proud! You are all doing 
a great job at voicing the young people’s 
opinions to the main URC body.

In other BYC news the Y20 summit 
occurred quite recently. For those of you 
who don’t know (and I’m sure that’s all 
of you...) it is the Youth 20 summit and 
happens in correlation with G20. This year 
it was hosted in Mexico and many youth 
politicians attended and advised the actual 
G20 summit on youth unemployment and 
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Conor’s email address is 
conoroconnor9@hotmail.com 

or you can post any questions/
suggestions on the FURY 

Facebook page!

possible resolutions.

As many meetings are coming 
up fast I want to request if you 
have any ideas or suggestions for 
your representatives to take to 
the British Youth Council please 
feel free to contact anyone of the 
delegation members and we will 
be happy to talk to anyone.  

If you have forgotten who they  
are then here is a reminder:

Victoria Meachin 
Rachel Kelly
Conor O’Connor 
Sarah Greenstreet 
and 
Stephaine Danso

God Bless

Conor O’Connor
Southern Synod 

1!

Heads Up: 
It’s not a case of “built it and they’ll 
come” because at some point in 
between, we need to be informed!
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Welcoming the outsider

There is a monastery near the City of 
Aswan in Egypt that is on the route 
of the old spice trail leading from Asia 

through the Middle East and on to Europe. 
The monastery sits on a high hill top and 
has four large holes cut in the shape a 
cross. The purpose of this cross is to help 
those who may be lost in the desert and  
to help them find refuge. The monastery 
did not confine its place of refuge to  
those who were Christians but opened  
its doors to anyone who was in the need  
of help and shelter from the blazing heat  
of the summer. 

The Olympics coming to our country this 
year prompts us to see all people as our 
sisters and brothers through the common 
interest of sport. We are all called to offer 
the gifts of welcome and hospitality just 
as those in the monastery did many years 
ago. The roots of this monastic hospitality 
can be found in the Bible. The ancient Rule 
of St Benedict served as a guide to many 
of the monastic communities which was 
drawn directly from scripture. In Matthew 
25 31-41 ‘truly I tell you, as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members 
of my family, you did it to me’ and in 
Matthew 25.35 ‘I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me’.
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Christians were expected to offer hospitality, 
to be people who welcomed the stranger and 
those in need. On a recent visit to the CWM 
mission house in Amsterdam a group of 
young people and myself visited such a place 
of refuge in the red light district of the city. 
What had previously been part of a dance 
club has now been converted into a small 
chapel of refuge. In a small whitewashed 
room, with the sound of a waterfall in the 
background, people can come and be with 
God in the most 
unlikely of places. 
What we forget 
sometimes is that 
the people who work 
in such areas need 
comfort and our help 
in times of need the 
same way as you and I do. The simple act 
of providing a place to meet a cup of coffee 
and a safe place to be shows an example of 
welcoming a stranger.

Passing along Jesus saw a man at his work 
collecting taxes. His name was Matthew. 
Jesus said ‘come along with me’ Matthew 
stood up and followed him.

Later when Jesus was eating supper at 
Matthew’s house with his close followers 
a lot of disreputable characters came and 
joined them. When the Pharisees saw him 
keeping this kind of company, they were 
upset and said “What kind of example is 
this from your teacher”

Jesus overheard and replied. “Who needs 
a doctor the healthy or the sick? I’m after 
mercy, not religion I’m here to invite 
outsiders, not to coddle insiders”

As we move ever closer to the Olympics 
how can your community embrace 
strangers and offer a welcome to all? 
To which individuals or groups do we 
currently offer hospitality and a welcome? 
What opportunities are there in your area 
to develop the hospitality that you may 
offer? How could you involve everyone in 
welcoming and hospitality, breaking out of 
established patterns and roles?

John Brown
Youth Work Development Officer

How could you involve 
everyone in welcoming 

and hospitality, breaking 
out of established 

patterns and roles?

To contribute to F2 or ask any questions to the editor, the email address is  f2@fury.org.uk


