Persecution in Palestine
I welcome Maggie Hindley’s letter
(‘Opposing annexation: free us all’,
Reform, November) and Angus
Geddes’ the month before, on the
daily persecution suffered by the
Palestinian people. Taking a biblical
perspective does not allow for an
obligation for Israel to observe UN
and international treaties, reportedly
due to US backing. Injustice takes
many forms of deprivation: the wall
of separation, check points that
delay hospital emergencies, access
to employment and land, and availability of public services (eg
water) and medical care.
The anniversary of the Balfour Declaration re-emphasised and
re-evaluated our government’s failure to provide justice for the
Palestinian people. A representative from the United Reformed
Church’s Wessex Synod participated on a study tour to Israel
and has been giving talks to churches. They have previously
submitted a proposal to General Assembly, the URC’s key
decisionmaking body.
What causes are there for optimism about Palestine? The
change of American President and the imminent one in Israel
give hope of redirecting policy. I would recommend enlisting the
aid of fellow churches in making representations to the Balfour
committee, the Palestine parliamentary committee, the UN
association UK and Amnesty International, on human rights issues.

PROGRAMME
Sunday 21 March, 6.30-8pm
Recognising & resisting Empire in the Bible and the Early Church
Wes Howard-Brook
Monday 22 March, 10-11am
Recognising & resisting White privilege
Chine McDonald
11am-12pm
Resistance Music in Washington, Brazil and Palestine
William Young
6.30-8pm
Recognising & resisting Empire in the church today
Wes Howard-Brook
To add the daily meeting to your calendar:
http://bit.ly/UprisingCalendar

Graeme Panting, Thatcham, Berkshire

To join the Zoom Meeting
http://bit.ly/UprisingLaunch

A lament for hymnsinging

Meeting ID: 952 8324 4787 Passcode: 784428

Here in Chester, URC and Methodist congregations are doing
well together on Zoom, with services and Bible study. Also food
bank effort and Christian Aid go on, not to mention meetings
mask-to-mask in my garden last year. But something is missing:
it is singing! Of course, opportunities arise to sing with others
muted on Zoom, but let’s not dwell on that. What I miss is singing
together somewhere, in church if possible. It can be hymns new
or old, choruses, spiritual songs, carols, prayers, I love them all,
as do many, many people. So there’s the challenge: what we
will need in the future are the new things – and also the singing
together somewhere! But not on Zoom, please. Ideas?

No organist?
Problem solved!
The new HT-400 Hymnal Plus
plays over 2880 traditional hymns
and popular worship songs straight
out of the box!
Easily create playlists, adjust the
tempo, alter the number of verses,
change the pitch and even choose
your instrumentation.

Alan Wise, Chester

Hymnal Plus
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Letters under 300 words are more likely to be published and
less likely to be edited. Please submit letters by email where
possible to reform@urc.org.uk

£2149 inc VAT
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With indexes to 10 favourite hymn
books included (and many more
available), the great sound of Hymnal
Plus has made it the choice of churches
across the UK.

0800 043 0503 (Freephone)

www.hymntechnology.com
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