
principles of a diverse group of Churches journeying 
together, not as strangers but fellow pilgrims, despite 
their differences.

URC Youth Assembly 2020 request that the necessary 
reconciling conversations within CTE are prioritised and 
are ready to be part of those discussions, so that a more 
just outcome can be reached.”
Passed by consensus.

Resolution 6
Proposer: Jess England (Wessex Synod Representative)  
on behalf of URC Youth Executive
At General Assembly in 2018, a resolution was passed 
forming a task group to explore the idea of creating an 
“Isolated Membership”. This type of membership would 
seek to help those who are unable to attend a URC church – 
for reasons such as being a student, a member of the armed 
forces, or very elderly and immobile. URC membership 
currently requires a person to be tied to a particular church.

There was a concern from URC Youth that this resolution 
wasn’t necessarily the best solution for young people. Even 
the name “isolated membership” wasn’t well liked by young 
people surveyed. 

Therefore, we would like to propose the following motion:
•  Youth Assembly expresses dissatisfaction with the 

current options available to those who feel local 
church membership is not appropriate or possible for 
them and the strong desire of many young people to 
become members of the URC despite not attending a 
local URC regularly.

•       Therefore, Youth 
Assembly instructs 
Youth Executive 
to work with 
appropriate councils 
of the URC to 
create options for 
people to formally 
recognise their 
commitment to the 
URC regardless 
of personal 
circumstance.

Passed by consensus.
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information about the Holocaust, where we discussed 
religion (more of Christianity) within the Holocaust 
and the ‘conflict’ between Christianity and Judaism 
(and other religions) during that time.  

The business sessions gave young people an oppor-
tunity to express their feelings and make suggestions 
about the United Reformed Church (URC). Decisions 
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* Applicants for these posts are welcomed from 
anyone aged 16-25 connected to a church in 
the synod or living, studying or working in the 
synod, or with other links – please contact  
children.youth@urc.org.uk

What a way to start the year with another  
great Youth Assembly. This year’s theme was 
‘Common Ground: Where is it?’ We listened and 
got involved in panel discussions about different 
topics within the theme throughout the weekend 
– which was more interactive than the keynote 
speakers that we had in previous years. The 
topics discussed were politics, sex, faith 
and relationships, and war and peace. 
Another thing that was done differently this year 
was that everyone was put into buzz groups based 
on age range so that people felt more comfortable 
expressing their opinions. Each buzz group had an 
allocated table, and, during the panel discussion, 
each table would put the points that they 
discussed through to the live ‘whiteboard’, which 
the panel would then respond to and reflect on. 
One of the panel members, Shakeel Nurmahi, who 
is part of the Church of England, allowed us to 
consider ecumenical views on the topics discussed.

“It was great to be able to share and discuss 
on the panel, witness how the URC and Youth 
Assembly do things and listen to their views. It’s 
been an absolute blessing to be here. I received a 
warm welcome!” 

Skakeel Nurmahi, Chair of the Church of  
England Youth Council (CEYC) from 2018 to 2019

There were various issue-focused workshops 
which also explored this year’s theme through 
Bible study, prayer, arts, discussion and more. 
Contributors included Simeon Mitchell and Josie 
Horton from JPIT leading the ‘Where would 
Jesus sit politically?’ workshop – discussing 
Jesus’ political status when during his time and 
what his political status would be at present. 
Another interesting workshop was led by the 
Revd Philip Brooks which included discussions and 
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“My personal highlights include the 
opinions of young people being influential in 
the decision that resulted in the URC voting 
to divest from fossil fuels – a real example 
of what young people can achieve when we 
work together. This is something we should 
remember and take encouragement from 
– we can and will be listened to and our 
opinions really do matter.”
Natalie Gibbs, URC Youth co-Moderator 2019-20

“Don’t be afraid to try something new: I’m sure a few 
of you are sat watching Natalie, Reuben and I, or any 
of the fabulous exec team, thinking there’s no way 
you could do it – know that you can...  Never stop 
making new friends: there’s so much to be gained from 
speaking to new people and hearing their stories and 
experiences...  Do not underestimate the power of 
being a young person in a church full of old people: 
embrace the common ground that is present in every 
church/synod/denomination. We are the here, the 
now and the future.”  

Katie Henderson, URC Youth co-Moderator 2019-2020



Resolution 1
Proposer: Tom Howells (Thames North Synod) 
Seconder: Elinor Davis (West Midlands Synod)
URC Youth Assembly:
a)  Recognises the current lack of support to help 

university students find places of worship whilst 
away from home.

b)  Endorses Fusion’s Student Linkup and SCM Connect 
as a means of beginning to address this issue.

c)  Commits to encouraging synods, local churches 
and young people to promote Fusion’s Student 
Linkup and SCM Connect.

d)  Asks Children’s & Youth Work Committee to send 
out information about Fusion’s Student Linkup and 
SCM Connect, including how churches and students 
can get involved in their “all-churches” mailing.

e)  Asks Mission Council to urge all United Reformed 
Church churches and ecumenical partnerships 
to sign up to Fusion’s Student Linkup and SCM, 
enabling students to explore a wider range of 
churches and have more opportunity to commit to 
a place of worship that they feel is appropriate.

Passed by consensus.

Resolution 2
Proposer: AJ Mills (Mission Council and General 
Assembly Representative) on behalf on URC Youth 
Executive
Changes the role name for the ‘Mission Council and 
General Assembly Representative’ to ‘Assembly 
Executive and General Assembly Representative’.
Motion passed by consensus.

Resolution 3
Proposer: Alison Greaves (Northern Synod) on behalf  
of URC Youth Executive
Recognising the commitments already made by URC 
Youth ... Assembly recognises that further, more 
drastic, action needs to be taken. To this effect:
•  As URC Youth we recognise and agree that the 

planet has reached a critical point within its health 
and future, therefore we as URC Youth declare our 
world is in a climate emergency.

•  URC Youth Assembly tasks URC Youth Executive 
to become ‘Green Apostles’ and appoint a leader 
from within the Youth Executive.

•  We will ensure all events organised by URC 
Youth members have rigorously considered the 
environmental effect, and that actions are taken 
to reduce these impacts.

•  We as URC Youth, from different areas of the 
country, will encourage our local churches and 
communities to move towards becoming more 
environmentally friendly.

•  URC Youth Assembly challenges other councils  
of the URC to recognise the climate emergency  
and do everything possible to make their events 
eco-friendly.

Passed by consensus.

were made using a consensus decision-making 
process and resolutions were passed. Worship 
and prayer were led by the Chaplain (to Youth 
Executive) Revd Jenny Mills who involved young 
people in readings and reflections. She also led 
Communion on Saturday night.

“I enjoyed Communion the most as it created 
peace and tranquillity through the words, music 
and the setting and allowed you to reflect on 
the weekend so far. It was a totally different 
Communion experience, but still had value and 
the same meaning as every other Communion.”

Youth Assembly participant

On Saturday lunchtime, we sat in our Synod 
groups. This gave us time to catch up and talk 
whilst eating, which was essential and helpful.

Last year we had Messy Assembly, and this year 
we made it Sensory Assembly, to explore the 
programme more creatively. 
Sensory Assembly allowed us 
to go on a sensory journey, 
taking time to pray and 
explore the way our senses 
respond to different things.

Late night programme  
and entertainment
On Friday night, there were 
many activities to partake 
in until late into the night. 
The campfire was popular. 
Gathered around the fire pit, 
we toasted marshmallows 
and shared stories, music, 
voices. Other activities also 
included films, Wii games and 
craft corner – where people 
were able to reflect on their lives through 
craft. On Saturday night, we were given pure 
entertainment by the Sporrandipity Ceilidh 
Band, who provided us with great music, 
humour, fun, beats for dance and memories. 
This is where people learnt how to toe tap 
and have never looked back since! Other 
programmes on Saturday night were karaoke 
and sports in the hall.

On Sunday morning, the induction of the new 
URC Youth Executive for the coming year
was led by Revd Nigel Uden. We sadly said 
our goodbyes to Youth Assembly Moderators 
Natalie Gibbs and Katie Henderson, and we 
warmly welcomed Reuben Watt as Youth 
Assembly Moderator. 

Resolution 4
Proposer: Elinor Davies 
(West Midlands) on behalf 
of URC Youth Executive
Youth Assembly instructs 
Youth Executive to form a 
task group to look at the 
creation of a URC Youth-
focused event to celebrate 
the United Reformed 
Church’s 50th Anniversary.
Passed by consensus.

Resolution 5
Proposer: Victoria Turner (National Synod of Wales)
Seconder: Hannah Jones (Southern Synod)
To send an official letter, passed by URC Youth 
Assembly 2020 to the head office of CTE, explaining 
our upset towards the Fourth Presidency controversy. 
The letter will be as follows:

“In response to the decision of the Enabling Group of 
Churches Together in England (CTE) to deny Hannah 
Brock Womack the Fourth Presidency seat, URC 
Youth Assembly 2020 commend the URC’s official 
statement: www.bit.ly/2Oux4jD ...

... URC Youth Assembly 2020 understand ecumenism 
as ‘oikumene,’ the whole body of God, which stretches 
beyond ecclesiastical boundaries. We are therefore 
disappointed that the full diversity of society and 
of CTE’s member Churches cannot be represented 
among the leadership of one of the UK’s important 
ecumenical instruments. At a time where CTE were 
encouraging the involvement of young people, by 
increasing youth voices in their 2019 Forum, we are 
disappointed to report that as a body of young people, 
URC Youth Assembly 2020 feel outraged and not 
represented by CTE on this matter.

We call on member CTE Churches to move on from 
the empty chair of the fourth Presidency and allow 
Hannah to take up her duly appointed position. In 
this way, CTE will be holding fast to their founding 

Our success
I hope we all agree that Youth Assembly 
2020 was a remarkable success, thanks to 
the URC Youth Executive for organising and 
planning it and to participants for attending. 
Different opinions were heard, acted upon, 
discussed and respected; most made fun and 
exciting memories, met new people, reunited 
friendships and gave everyone the opportunity 
to progress. Through this, we were able to 
collaboratively grow in faith and hope to 
continue growing through more events and 
Youth Assemblies to come.

Patience and Precious Boateng

“The theme for the event was ‘Common 
Ground: where is it?’ And we managed to find 
lots of similarities between us as Quakers 
and the URC, despite surface differences. Our 
worship styles may differ, but we enjoyed being 
welcomed to join in song and prayer.”

Jo Parker and Lucy Cox Dodgson, 
Quaker Youth representatives

URCYA2020 – Resolutions

“Our mission is to 
discover God, to help 
each other grow in the 
Christian Faith, and 
through our lives reflect 
God’s love to all.”

The URC Youth Mission Statement
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Proposer: Tom Howells (Thames North Synod) 
Seconder: Elinor Davis (West Midlands Synod)
URC Youth Assembly:
a)  Recognises the current lack of support to help 

university students find places of worship whilst 
away from home.

b)  Endorses Fusion’s Student Linkup and SCM Connect 
as a means of beginning to address this issue.

c)  Commits to encouraging synods, local churches 
and young people to promote Fusion’s Student 
Linkup and SCM Connect.

d)  Asks Children’s & Youth Work Committee to send 
out information about Fusion’s Student Linkup and 
SCM Connect, including how churches and students 
can get involved in their “all-churches” mailing.

e)  Asks Mission Council to urge all United Reformed 
Church churches and ecumenical partnerships 
to sign up to Fusion’s Student Linkup and SCM, 
enabling students to explore a wider range of 
churches and have more opportunity to commit to 
a place of worship that they feel is appropriate.

Passed by consensus.
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Proposer: AJ Mills (Mission Council and General 
Assembly Representative) on behalf on URC Youth 
Executive
Changes the role name for the ‘Mission Council and 
General Assembly Representative’ to ‘Assembly 
Executive and General Assembly Representative’.
Motion passed by consensus.
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of URC Youth Executive
Recognising the commitments already made by URC 
Youth ... Assembly recognises that further, more 
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•  As URC Youth we recognise and agree that the 

planet has reached a critical point within its health 
and future, therefore we as URC Youth declare our 
world is in a climate emergency.

•  URC Youth Assembly tasks URC Youth Executive 
to become ‘Green Apostles’ and appoint a leader 
from within the Youth Executive.

•  We will ensure all events organised by URC 
Youth members have rigorously considered the 
environmental effect, and that actions are taken 
to reduce these impacts.

•  We as URC Youth, from different areas of the 
country, will encourage our local churches and 
communities to move towards becoming more 
environmentally friendly.

•  URC Youth Assembly challenges other councils  
of the URC to recognise the climate emergency  
and do everything possible to make their events 
eco-friendly.

Passed by consensus.
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principles of a diverse group of Churches journeying 
together, not as strangers but fellow pilgrims, despite 
their differences.

URC Youth Assembly 2020 request that the necessary 
reconciling conversations within CTE are prioritised and 
are ready to be part of those discussions, so that a more 
just outcome can be reached.”
Passed by consensus.

Resolution 6
Proposer: Jess England (Wessex Synod Representative)  
on behalf of URC Youth Executive
At General Assembly in 2018, a resolution was passed 
forming a task group to explore the idea of creating an 
“Isolated Membership”. This type of membership would 
seek to help those who are unable to attend a URC church – 
for reasons such as being a student, a member of the armed 
forces, or very elderly and immobile. URC membership 
currently requires a person to be tied to a particular church.

There was a concern from URC Youth that this resolution 
wasn’t necessarily the best solution for young people. Even 
the name “isolated membership” wasn’t well liked by young 
people surveyed. 

Therefore, we would like to propose the following motion:
•  Youth Assembly expresses dissatisfaction with the 

current options available to those who feel local 
church membership is not appropriate or possible for 
them and the strong desire of many young people to 
become members of the URC despite not attending a 
local URC regularly.

•       Therefore, Youth 
Assembly instructs 
Youth Executive 
to work with 
appropriate councils 
of the URC to 
create options for 
people to formally 
recognise their 
commitment to the 
URC regardless 
of personal 
circumstance.

Passed by consensus.
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got involved in panel discussions about different 
topics within the theme throughout the weekend 
– which was more interactive than the keynote 
speakers that we had in previous years. The 
topics discussed were politics, sex, faith 
and relationships, and war and peace. 
Another thing that was done differently this year 
was that everyone was put into buzz groups based 
on age range so that people felt more comfortable 
expressing their opinions. Each buzz group had an 
allocated table, and, during the panel discussion, 
each table would put the points that they 
discussed through to the live ‘whiteboard’, which 
the panel would then respond to and reflect on. 
One of the panel members, Shakeel Nurmahi, who 
is part of the Church of England, allowed us to 
consider ecumenical views on the topics discussed.

“It was great to be able to share and discuss 
on the panel, witness how the URC and Youth 
Assembly do things and listen to their views. It’s 
been an absolute blessing to be here. I received a 
warm welcome!” 

Skakeel Nurmahi, Chair of the Church of  
England Youth Council (CEYC) from 2018 to 2019

There were various issue-focused workshops 
which also explored this year’s theme through 
Bible study, prayer, arts, discussion and more. 
Contributors included Simeon Mitchell and Josie 
Horton from JPIT leading the ‘Where would 
Jesus sit politically?’ workshop – discussing 
Jesus’ political status when during his time and 
what his political status would be at present. 
Another interesting workshop was led by the 
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“My personal highlights include the 
opinions of young people being influential in 
the decision that resulted in the URC voting 
to divest from fossil fuels – a real example 
of what young people can achieve when we 
work together. This is something we should 
remember and take encouragement from 
– we can and will be listened to and our 
opinions really do matter.”
Natalie Gibbs, URC Youth co-Moderator 2019-20

“Don’t be afraid to try something new: I’m sure a few 
of you are sat watching Natalie, Reuben and I, or any 
of the fabulous exec team, thinking there’s no way 
you could do it – know that you can...  Never stop 
making new friends: there’s so much to be gained from 
speaking to new people and hearing their stories and 
experiences...  Do not underestimate the power of 
being a young person in a church full of old people: 
embrace the common ground that is present in every 
church/synod/denomination. We are the here, the 
now and the future.”  

Katie Henderson, URC Youth co-Moderator 2019-2020


