Welcome to the March 2019 update from your support team in
Children’s and Youth Work at Church House.
LETTER FROM SAM
Spring! Lighter, longer days. First flowering bulbs, blossom and green shoots. Promise of summer to
come. I love this time of year! With the bonus of six nations rugby, my birthday, and a sense of the year
ahead with time enough for plans to unfold. And of course there is the drama of Lent and Easter ahead.
I pray you are sharing some of the joys of spring and seeing new growth in your work with children and
young people.
Our theme for 2019 is One Body - and every church should have received our resource for the year, along
with Youth Assembly RoundUp, by now. We have a new logo for URC Children, are developing a new
Children’s Work Programme with Pilots to be launched in the Autumn, and starting work on a Messy Church project. URC
Youth got off to a flying start with a great Youth Assembly, and will be working to raise the voice of under 26s in local churches, and tackle loneliness. Let’s build one another up in love as One Body, and together rejoice in
all the new life found in our loving Lord.
PS Spot our new Admin Assistant Triin in the team photo above! It’s great to have her on board.
RESOURCES
Since the last update, two more resource sheets have
been added to our series on Fruits of the Spirit
(interspersed with seasonal resources). Steven, our
Mersey Synod CYDO, has put together a list of ideas on
the topic of Joy for February and Nicola (Eastern) and
Matt (Scotland) have put together a set of resources to
help church groups and individuals prepare for Easter. Go
along to our resources page to read them, and why not
take a look at last year’s Holy Habits series if you have not
done so already. Lots of good ideas there for all-age daily
discipleship https://urc.org.uk/resources-for-children-and
-youth

https://godventure.co.uk/product/godventurethrought-the-life-of-lazarus/ -

A 32 page, full colour, family activity sticker
book with over 200 stickers!
Have fun exploring the story of Lazarus together as you explore the Bible passages and take the Dwelling in the Story
Challenge! The included poster has 40 days of tiny readings
to do together and open-ended questions to help you practice ‘dwelling in the story’. Every few days, there’s a link to a
related page in the book.
£10 for 2 or £35 for 10

Ideal for Messy church, for families to do at home—a perfect
grandparent/Godparent gift for Lent!

Have you got yours yet? It was with great pleasure that the Children’s and Youth Work
team produced this resource booklet, a collaborative project between the many organisations which come under the CYW umbrella and the first of its kind for our team, and
mailed it out to each of the 1400 churches across the country. We’re really hoping that
people will find it of value, not only those who work with children and young people/
young adults but also those who plan intergenerational activities and services, and even
those who would describe their churches as having no children there.
It is fully photocopiable and we hope to have it in downloadable form on the website
soon. If you’ve not seen it yet, ask in your church or talk to your CYDO+ or, failing that,
contact us at the office to see if we still have any spares. You could use it to prompt your
prayers, share it with a local group, even do some of the colouring and the Walking the
Way challenge. We’d love your feedback. What did you like/dislike about it and what
would you like to see in next year’s “Common Ground” booklet?

Youth Assembly was attended by 98
members of URC Youth from 13
synods. The programme, planned by
the Youth Executive, explored how,
as one body in Christ, we all have a
part to play in the environment, social justice and creating an inclusive church. Speakers from A Rocha, JPIT and Beacon
highlighted the challenges and how everyone can be part of the solution. Themes were then unpacked through a wide variety of
workshops including craft, bible study, drama, prayer, outside activities, and going deeper with the speaker. Messy Assembly
was an hour of happy activity with provoking conversations.
Youth Assembly business included resolutions to encourage churches to give children and young people a meaningful voice in
local church meetings, assisting churches to install WiFi, and to set up a task group to research ways to tackle young people’s
loneliness. Reuben Watt is the new URC Youth Moderator Elect and AJ Mills the General Assembly and Mission Council
Rep. There was a report from the first ever Equality and Diversity Rep, Katherine Buckland. The whole event was wrapped in
worship led by Chaplain Katie Gravenor, with music coordinated by Elinor Davies. The Late Night Communion led by Carole
Marsden was a particular highlight.
A Taster Day was held for young people aged 11 to 16 on Saturday alongside the main programme with team building challenges, an introduction to URC Youth, keynote and workshops with Assembly, consensus decision making and a time of reflective
prayer. In addition, a creche was provided throughout the event to enable parents of Youth Assembly age to participate in the
event.
Outgoing URC Youth Moderator, Hannah Jones concluded with this encouragement to all URC Youth: “Have a little faith, don’t
be scared of a little failure, and go out and act, as you all have a part to play within the URC and within the worldwide
church.” Katie Henderson and Natalie Gibbs were inducted as the new URC Youth Moderators on a job-share basis, along with
the new Youth Executive, and have appointed Jenny Mills as their Chaplain.
https://urc.org.uk/events-and-opportunities/2891-greenbelt-christian-arts
-and-social-justice-festival-youth-ambassadors-2019.html
On a windswept field last August, our first ever team of Youth Ambassadors experienced the excitement and horizon-broadening
event that is the Greenbelt Christian arts and social justice festival at Kettering. Sleeping under canvas and sharing meals together,
they found themselves tasked with helping out in the URC takeaway tent, stewarding at Cake and Debate sessions for younger
participants, maintaining an online presence for URC CYW and being challenged to do one thing outside their comfort zone each
day. Since coming home they have been busy promoting the URC in their own synods. Now we are looking for ten new Youth Ambassadors, age 16 to 25, to form a new team for 2019. They will need to be at the festival from 22 to 27 August and attend a training day on 20 July (venue to be confirmed). The whole experience will cost only £25 with food/ meal vouchers provided.
Applications are now open using the link above. This is an excellent opportunity: music, comedy, and tents!

In 2020 The Big Church Day Out – in reality a weekend camping event with
day ticket options – will add an enhanced youth programme (in response
to Soul Survivor closing). It is possible to camp as a group and in effect
have a youth camp provided for you! Obviously it has a particular flavour
– but the focus is very ecumenical, and the aim is to bring all churches together in worship. To help youth leaders decide if this
could be a useful event for them to take young people to, they are offering free places to leaders in 2019:
For a free youth worker place for 2019 go to www.bigchurchdayout.com/info/bcyouth
Or, if you are nearer to the Midlands than Sussex, why not consider Crossfire Camp https://crossfirecamp.org.uk/

CONFERENCE REPORT from LORRAINE
No conference report this month as hopefully next month you will
be receiving a bonus issue of UPDATE. Our CYDO+ team and the
CWY team in the office have all been engaged in
conferences and training recently and we felt it would
be beneficial to produce a training digest so that we
can share key points from our learning with the wider
church. So watch your inboxes in April!

Looking for something different to focus
your thinking this Lent? Why not try the
COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS resource produced
by Action for Children? https://
www.actionforchildren.org.uk/how-to-help/
fundraising-ideas/count-your-blessings2019/
Help make life a little better for children
across the UK.
Last month the team, together
with the CYDOs, were able to
visit our local project and were
inspired by the work they do.
Ideal for families and individuals

Date

Friday 10 May 2019, 9.30am - 3:00pm

Venue LICC, St. Peter's Church, Vere Street, London
W1G 0DQ
LICC training—leading churches into change for whole life-discipleship training.
A tailor-made day for those working with children and young people who want to see whole
life discipleship implemented in a truly intergenerational way. This day training has been
commissioned by URC children’s and youth work as part of Walking the Way.
Contact the Children’s and Youth Work team on children.youth@urc.org.uk if you are
interested in joining us for this training.
Yorkshire Synod would like to invite you to go
along to their Big Day Out in September. It
sounds like it is going to be quite an adventure…. especially if it involves crossing those
daunting synod boundaries and meeting people
with a different regional accent!
We’re all for breaking down the false impression that synods are not all part of the same
church family and would encourage people to
plan ahead to make a trip to Flamingo Land Resort Yorkshire for this Big Day Out.
If you act now you can get in on the early bird tickets which are available
until the end of May.

The CYW team had a really helpful meeting with
two representatives from Out of the Ark, which is
a publisher providing Assembly music for Primary
Schools. They are undertaking a new project to
produce song resources for churches suitable for
all age worship or for use in Junior Church or
children’s groups. The project will be called
SameBoat Music. In addition, they are
contributing four free songs per quarter to
ROOTS. We are very excited that they are wanting
to work with us and Lorraine is already helping to
review some of their songs before their four CDs
are released. Watch this space for more news.

Breaking News of an exciting opportunity for your children and young people!
Reform Magazine is hoping to host a new column which is to be written exclusively by the children and young people of
the URC. Do you know someone who might like to write the occasional column? (Help will be given) See Facebook for
more details as they arrive or contact lorraine.webb@urc.org.uk. Let’s get those young voices heard in the church!

During Lent, which starts on
Wednesday 6 March, the Joint
Public Issues Team (JPIT) – on
behalf of the United Reformed
Church (URC), Baptist Union of Great Britain, the Church of
Scotland and the Methodist Church – is hosting Living Lent:
Creating a climate of change.
Research shows that the window of time to affect change is
getting smaller, yet people are still unsure of the practical
steps they can take to help.
The Living Lent campaign invites you to take up one or
more of six challenges. Could you:
·
Go meat free?
·
Take up alternative forms of transport?
·
Commit to an hour ‘electricity free’ every day?
·
Give up single use plastics?
·
Commit to buying goods produced within 30 miles
of where you live?
·
Commit to buying nothing new?
You are being invited to choose something that will stretch
you – and then become part of an online community, who
are also making these commitments.
Ideal for student groups, youth groups, young adults and their
families

With our strategy for the development of Children’s
and Youth Work in 2019 focusing on churches which
see themselves as having no children, we plan to
compile two booklets which might support them in
their ministry and mission. One such booklet will focus
on Grandparenting the Faith. We would love you to
share your ideas and experiences of grandparenting the
faith. Please do email lorraine.webb@urc.org.uk with
your suggestions or things you would like to see
included in the booklet.

Church House (in particular, the Children’s and Youth Work Team) have registered as a donation
station for Share the Miracle. This initiative, to spread a bit of kindness across the
community, involves collecting Easter Eggs through Lent and then donating them to those who
might appreciate the sharing of a bit of Easter Joy.
We plan to donate the eggs that we collect to our local Action for Children project in
Camden, providing short break care for children with disabilities, and to the SHP project supporting homeless
young people aged 16-21 in Islington. Maybe you could do something similar. Have a look at the website
https://www.sharethemiracle.org/ Ideal for churches, Messy churches, and other groups
THE BIG SPEAK OUT
After last year’s very successful residential
event for 11 to 18 year olds, we have decided to
run another Big Speak out this year, this time
in the beautiful village of Repton in Derbyshire. From dinner
on Friday 5 July to lunch on Sunday 7 July, participants will be
able to join in a variety of workshops, games, discussions,
times of worship and fun activities on the theme of Making
Your Mark with up to 49 other young people connected with
the URC in some way. Bookings are now open, with an early
bird price of £69 until 5pm Friday 26 April, after which the
price will be £85. Bookings close 10 June 2019. Please spread
the news to any young person who may be interested. Watch
out on the Events and Opportunities page of our website for
more information or go straight to the booking form on https://
urc.org.uk/tbso

Talkthrough is a brand new initiative launched in 2019
and is the work and ministry of Nathan Jones who is the
founder of the charity Teens in Crisis. Nathan met with
Sam recently to talk through some of the training
courses he offers—a general training for churches and a
more specialist training for youth workers to equip them
to provide pastoral and wellbeing support to young
people experiencing with mental health issues and to
build resilience as well as signposting young people to
appropriate help and support.
Nathan is particularly looking for churches who are
willing to host these events. https://
www.talkthrough.org.uk

RESOURCES
Space to Breathe is an organisation working to promote self-help and wellbeing and they have produced a set of printable postcards giving guidance
on techniques to combat anxiety and stress. They are a downloadable
resource or can be purchased at £3 a pack. Ideal for use with young people.
https://www.spacetobreathe.eu/stories/2018/12/6/wellbeing-cards-simple-self-care

LOOKING AHEAD - for your diaries or your prayers
2019 CYW theme ONE BODY
May 10 LICC training (see above)
May 12 to 26 Pray for Schools fortnight of prayer (www.prayforschools.org )
July 5 to 7

The Big Speak Out

July 20 Greenbelt Youth Ambassadors Training Day

August 23-26 Greenbelt

Next Bi-Monthly Update : early May 2019
AND FINALLY If you have received this as a paper copy or by a friend forwarding it to you and you would like to be added to
our mailing list, please do sign up here:https://tinyurl.com/ycgnpojs.
Our Data privacy note is here: https://www.urc.org.uk/images/Children-and-youth/documents/CYW_Data_Privacy_Notice.pdf

