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What is URC Youth?
The United Reformed Church Youth, usually 
known as URC Youth, is a group of people 
between the age of 11 and 25, all of whom are 
somehow connected to a United Reformed 
church. Together, we make decisions about all 

things youth-related in the whole URC; we support and discuss current 
challenges in the world and we work with ecumenical partners. January 
is an exciting time as we gather for URC Youth Assembly. 

Each of the national Church’s 13 areas – or synods as they are known 
in the URC – has a youth representative that supports young people 
and organises youth events within that synod. Along with an equality 
and diversity representative, a Mission Council and General Assembly 
representative, a clerk, moderators and a Pilots representative, the 13 
youth representatives make up a team called URC Youth Executive. 
Throughout the year, Youth Executive meets to organise youth events 
for the whole denomination, such as Youth Assembly. It also represents 
URC Youth across the URC and where decisions about the whole Church 
are made, and keeps people up to date with opportunities available.

URC Youth’s mission statement is this: 

‘To discover God, to help each other grow in the Christian faith and, 
through our lives, reflect God’s love to all.’

We welcome all in friendship and fellowship, brought together by our 
shared faith in God. 
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Welcome to Youth 
Assembly 2020! 
Whether it’s your first Youth Assembly or you’re an 
old pro, you’re all very welcome and we’re looking forward to seeing you!

This guide will hopefully give you all the information you need to know 
before and during Youth Assembly, including the names and faces of people 
you can expect to meet and what we’ll be doing over the weekend. If you 
have any questions or there’s something that’s unclear, please get in touch 
with us through Heather Wilkinson, email children.youth@urc.org.uk.

This year, we will be exploring the theme ‘Common Ground: Where is it?’ The 
panel discussions, workshops, activities and worship sessions will help us 
to unpack this theme and understand more about how God can use us as 
young people to further the work of his kingdom.

We have split this theme into three issues for our panel discussions: politics; 
sex, faith and relationships; and war and peace. But don’t worry, we’re trying 
to find the common ground between different views and opinions so that we 
can move forward as people of God. 

Youth Assembly is all about you, so please get involved as much as you’d like. 
Whether that’s speaking in our business sessions, chatting to our pastoral care 
team or enjoying the quiet of the prayer room, there’s something for everyone! 

The wonderful URC Youth Executive have been working very hard for the 
last year to bring this weekend together and we can’t wait to share it with 
you! Our biggest hope is that you can take away something special from the 
weekend, whether it be new friends, fellowship, or just a fond memory. For 
now, let’s all get excited to be coming together to learn and share what it 
means to be followers of Jesus.

Many blessings. We’re excited to meet you!

Natalie Gibbs, Katie Henderson and Reuben Watt
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Children’s and youth
work committee
The URC children’s and youth work committee is appointed by General 
Assembly to support local churches in their engagement with children, 
young people and young adults. URC Youth is part of this – they report 
to the committee, they have representatives on the committee, and 
they are supported by its programmes, resources and staffing.

The committee’s vision is to see more children and young people 
playing their part in the mission of God. It works to help the Church 
be inclusive, intercultural and intergenerational.

We believe that ‘Walking the Way’ for children, young people
and young adults is about experiencing, exploring and expressing
the life of Christ in, through and beyond the Church.

The Revd Jenny Mills
Convenor of children’s and youth work committee

Children’s and youth 
work committee

Theory of change 
triangle June 2019

Overall aim
ALL AGES SERVING
WORSHIPPING AND

BEING CHURCH
COMMUNITY

TOGETHER

Specific aim
CHANGING CHURCH CULTURE 

TO ONE OF RADICAL INCLUSION 
OF CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE 

AND YOUNG ADULTS FOCUSSED 
ON WHOLE-LIFE DISCIPLESHIP

Objective
PROVIDE STRATEGY AND A PROGRAMME OF 
OPPORTUNITIES, RESOURCES, SUPPORT AND 

POSSIBILITIES TO ENABLE CHURCHES TO ENGAGE WITH 
CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND YOUNG ADULTS
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Jargon buster
CRCW  Church Related Community Worker

CYDO+  Children’s and Youth Development Officer (or Synod Lead 
Worker)

CYWC  Children’s and youth work committee 

CYWPO  Children’s and Youth Work Programme Officer

Equality and diversity rep  This is a Youth-Assembly-appointed 
role on the Youth Exec. The rep (representative) ensures full representation 
for groups who may otherwise be excluded or discriminated against

FURY  Fellowship of United Reformed Youth, a former name for URC 
Youth. This is the term used locally by some groups

GA  General Assembly, the main decision-making body of the United 
Reformed Church

GEAR  Group for Evangelism And Renewal, within the URC

HCYW  Head of Children’s and Youth Work 

Induction  The service where people are commissioned into new roles, 
on the Youth Exec

Moderator  Youth Assembly Moderator 

Moderator-elect  Youth Assembly Moderator-elect

Mission Council  The smaller group that meets between General 
Assemblies to make decisions on behalf of the URC

Stepwise  The discipleship programme offered by the URC as part of 
Walking the Way (WtW)
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Synods  The URC is split into 13 synods, which cover large areas. 
A lot of things that happen within the URC are run by staff and 
volunteers within synods

SYE  Synod Youth Executive. These are groups of young people in 
synods that represent young people in their areas. Not all synods 
have SYEs

SYR  Synod Youth Rep. This person represents a synod and attends 
the Youth Exec meetings

URC  The United Reformed Church

WtW  Walking the Way: Living the life of Jesus today, the URC’s 
emphasis on recognising and responding to God’s presence in everyday 
life. It seeks to celebrate and share wisdom and good news across the 
denomination, and to encourage everyone in their walk with Jesus

Youth Executive (Youth Exec) The group that represents 
URC Youth throughout the year at a denominational level. The Exec 
also organises Youth Assembly 
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URC Youth Executive
Natalie Gibbs, Moderator (2019-2020)

Natalie has been URC Youth Assembly Moderator for the past year 
(she job shares with Katie). She’s an East Midlander through and 
through, having grown up in Derby, studied at Nottingham Uni 

and now working in Peterborough! Natalie works in the programmes team 
at The Leprosy Mission and looks after projects in India – meaning she’s 
often overseas! In her ‘spare’ time, she can be found playing football and 
netball, going to gigs and to the theatre. For pets, Natalie has two donkeys 
who don’t live too far from Youth Assembly!

Katie Henderson, Moderator (2019-2020)
Katie, one of the URC Youth Assembly Moderators (with Natalie), is 
living in London (Thames North Synod) but she is a Scottish girl at 
heart. She is a cardiac intensive care nurse at Great Ormond Street 

Hospital. In her spare time, Katie enjoys going to the theatre, reading and 
travelling. Next year she is planning to go on a very exciting gap year. 

Reuben Watt, Moderator-elect (2019-2020) and Southern Synod 
representative (2017-2020)

As well as being the the current Youth Assembly Moderator-elect 
and the acting youth rep for Southern Synod, Reuben is on a gap 
year working as the children and youth worker at his local URC, 

where he is an Elder. After the gap year, he is going to Coventry University 
to study ethical hacking. Reuben is also a football referee and a tennis 
line judge as well as a leader at police cadets. He travels up and down the 
country supporting Crawley Town FC.

AJ Mills, General Assembly and Mission Council representative 
(2019-2020)

AJ represents the Youth Assembly at General Assembly and 
Mission Council, the two decisionmaking bodies of the URC. Day-
to-day, he works as a technician doing sound, lighting and video 

for live corporate events. He is a big F1 and rugby fan and likes learning 
coding languages and enjoying the local public houses of Birmingham 
with his mates. This weekend, you will mostly see him behind a computer, 
running graphics with Jacob. Feel free to come and see what they’re up to.
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Alison Greaves, Northern Synod representative (2018-2020)
Ali is a paediatric nursing student, with one month before 
she is qualified, living in Newcastle. Currently, as well as 
being Northern Synod’s youth rep, Ali is a part of the URC’s 

environmental task group, on behalf of URC Youth, and is the link 
between the Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT) and URC Youth. She is a busy 
bee, dancing for uni, eating chocolate and swimming a fair few miles. 
In her holidays, she goes anywhere but home, venturing to places with 
new cultures and lots of ice cream, with her class family and friends.

Rebekah Radcliffe, North Western Synod representative 
(2018-2020)

Bekki has recently graduated from Coventry University where 
she did a maths degree. When she is not serving the URC as 
North Western Synod youth rep, or applying for jobs, she is 

normally watching TV or Netflix, or spending time with her mates.

Anna Spencer, Mersey Synod representative (2018-2020)
Anna is 23, studied neuroscience at university and is now a science 

teacher in Stoke. When she’s not in her classroom, you 
can find her in the pub with her friends, or more probably 
asleep in bed! She does not have a regular church but she 

volunteers at her home town’s youth group and, more excitingly, has 
recently became the godparent of her niece!

Jacob Lowe, Yorkshire Synod representative (2019-2021) and 
communications coordinator (2019-2020)

If you ever bump into Jacob or see him around, he will 
usually be holding a camera of some sort. If not a camera, 
probably a skateboard. When he’s not skating or studying 

fashion photography at Leeds Arts University, he serves the URC 
as the Yorkshire Synod rep and is communications coordinator 
for URC Youth. He is a very creative person and loves attention to 
detail. He hopes his creative awareness can add something to the 
youth of the URC. He also asks that if you have anything you wish 
to share on URC Youth’s social media channels (@urcyouth / fb.me/
URCYouth), whether it be a poem, prayer or some info about a URC 
event happening near you, please don’t hesitate to contact him at 
yorkshireyouthrep@gmail.com
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Georgina Henderson-Neale, East Midlands Synod representative 
(2018-2020)

Georgina is currently in her final year at Coventry University 
studying for a degree in disaster management and emergency 
planning. After uni, when she’s not serving as the URC’s East 

Midlands Synod rep, she hopes to join the Royal Air Force as an officer. 
Outside of uni, she has a part-time job at her local dance school and plays 
the clarinet in local and national bands.

Elinor Davies, West Midlands Synod representative (2019-2020) and 
secretary (2019-2020)

Eli is one of three West Midlands Synod Youth reps (with Esme and 
Bethany). Eli currently attends Abbey Hill URC in Kenilworth. Eli 
studied music at university and is currently working as a teaching 

assistant in a special needs primary school. In her spare time, Eli enjoys 
ballet, musical theatre and helping out backstage at her local theatre. She is 
enjoying being on Youth Exec this year and increasing the voice that young 
people in the West Midlands have within the URC.

Esme Ramsden, West Midlands Synod representative (2019-2020)
Esme represents the West Midlands along with Eli and Bethany. 
She works at a Mind charity shop and the Art charity shop. She 
also helps out at her church’s toddler group. She loves working 

with kids and listening to their opinions.

Bethany Davies, West Midlands Synod representative (2019-2020)
Bethany shares the role with Eli and Esme. She is in her first year at 
the University of Liverpool studying medicine. In her spare time, 
she enjoys sewing, reading and playing the flute and piano. 

Helen Glasse, Eastern Synod representative (2019-2021) 
Helen has just finished a degree at the University of Bath, and  
by the time Assembly comes round, Helen will have an exciting 
new job. When not job hunting, or serving the URC as Eastern 
Synod rep, Helen is often found outside, enjoying nature or going  

    for a run. 

In vacancy, South Western Synod representative
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Jessica England, Wessex Synod representative (2019-2020)
Jess is originally from Hemel Hempstead, in Thames North 
Synod, but now serves the URC’s Wessex Synod as youth 
representative. She is currently in her final year at the 

University of Southampton, studying philosophy and history. Jess 
also waitresses and ballet dances. When she’s not at uni, you’ll find 
her visiting historic buildings and eating lots of bread and cheese!

Tom Howells, Thames North Synod representative (2018-2020)
As well as being youth rep for Thames North Synod, Tom is 
the secretary for Thames North’s Youth Executive and has 
been a member for that team the best part of five years. 

His home church is in Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire, but he is currently 
living in Nottingham (East Midlands Synod) where he studies audio 
and music technology and attends St Nic’s Church. When he’s not in 
lectures or at church, he can be found in the recording studios working 
with artists to develop their music or knocking balls in on a pool table 
somewhere, or working out at the gym.

Joanna Harris, National Synod of Wales representative (2018-2020)
Jo is a student at the University of Gloucestershire, studying 
popular music. She is also the youth rep for the URC’s National 
Synod of Wales. When she’s not studying or doing URC-related 

things, she can usuallybe found working in a bar or rehearsing with her 
band. Her hobbies include posting memes on social media, travelling and 
binge watching Disney films and Grey’s Anatomy. 

Morven Sanderson, National Synod of Scotland representative 
(2019-2020)

Morven shares the role of National Synod of Scotland youth rep 
with Beth; this is their first year. Morven is also on the Scottish 
Youth Exec, where they plan youth events across Scotland. 

Morven is currently in her last year of high school and in her free time 
enjoys baking and watching sport, including rugby and ice hockey.

Beth McDonald, National Synod of Scotland representative  
(2019-2020)

Beth shares the role of Scottish youth rep with Morven. She 
attends national and Scottish synod Youth Exec meetings. Beth 
is in her final year of high school where she is Deputy Head 
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Girl. In her free time, she enjoys playing violin and piano. She hopes to go to 
university and study to become a primary school teacher.

Sam Lord, Pilots representative (2017-2020)

Katherine Buckland, equality and diversity representative 
(2018-November 2019)

Supported by:

Nick Booth, Clerk to Youth Assembly (ex officio)
It’s Nick’s job to keep a close eye on the rules of Youth Assembly 
(YA) and to help people understand and follow them. He’s 
been attending YA for eight years and so has a pretty good 

grasp of how things work. Away from YA, Nick is a gymnastics coach, a 
competitive ballroom dancer and an avid computer gamer. He currently 
lives in Glasgow, where, while working towards his master’s degree in 
bioinformatics, he is learning how to help biology researchers overcome 
their fear of computers, as well as how to remain resolutely cheerful in the 
face of Scotland’s seemingly relentless drizzle.

Tom Hackett, CYDO to URC Youth Executive (ex officio)
Tom is the CYDO+ trainer for Youth Exec 2019-20. He also works 
as CYDO for Southern Synod. Before this, he worked for an 
international development charity and was a secondary school 

science teacher. He is passionate about social justice issues and is a volunteer 
visitor at Gatwick airport’s immigration detention centres. In his spare time, 
Tom enjoys going for walks, exploring new places and watching films. 

Sam Richards, Head of children’s and youth work development 
(ex officio)

(Read more about Sam on page 31)

The Revd Jenny Mills, chaplain to Youth Executive (ex officio)
(Read more about Jenny on page 15)
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Panel discussion
To support our theme, Common Ground, this year we have replaced 
keynote speakers with a more interactive approach. Each topic 
(politics; sex, faith and relationships; and war and peace) will be 
introduced through a chaired panel discussion exploring diverse 
perspectives. Everyone will then be invited to join in the discussion 
with their table’s buzz group. The table facilitator will feed back key 
points through our live ‘whiteboard’, and the panel will offer final 
reflections on how to find common ground as Christians when we 
might disagree.

Panel facilitator and workshop leader
The Revd Nigel Uden
Nigel is a URC minister who has served churches in Stockport, 
Johannesburg, St Annes-on-sea and Cambridge. He has also been 
Moderator of Southern Synod, and is currently one of the Moderators 
of the URC General Assembly. His life is shaped by three Ms – marriage 
(to Bethan), ministry and music.

Panel member 
Dr Alison Gray
Alison is the Director of Studies and Tutor in Old Testament language, 
literature and theology, at Westminster College, Cambridge, which is 
one of the URC’s resource centres for learning. She was previously a 
religious studies teacher and now enjoys teaching at university level, as 
well as visiting church groups of all ages to lead seminars and discussions 
on different books of and themes in the Bible. In her spare time, she likes 
to do yoga, listen to music and play computer games with her son!

Panel member
Victoria Turner
Victoria has been involved in URC Youth from the age of 16, through 
the National Synod of Wales. Her home church is a five-denominational 
partnership, one of which is the URC (and boy is she glad of that!) She 
is currently conducting research about young people in contemporary 
ecumenism at the University of Edinburgh for her PhD. She hopes to be able 
to capture the current spirit, considerations and motivations of a young 
URC Christian. Alongside ecumenical interest, academically she delves into 
interfaith relations and the Church’s involvement with social justice issues. 
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Panel member
Addie Redmond
Addie was born in Ireland but has lived in England since he was six. He is 
married to Barbara, is the father of two sons and is grandad to two boys 
and three girls. He was a physics teacher for 34 years and spent four years 
on voluntary service overseas, working with teachers in Namibia. Addie 
has attended church regularly all his life and is now a member of Bamford 
Chapel and Norden URC. He has been involved with Church youth work 
for 50 years. He enjoys amateur dramatics and organises a lot of drama at 
church. He tries to do his bit for the environment, but he does love to travel! 

Panel member
Shakeel Nurmahi
Shakeel, 23, grew up in Southampton. He read theology at Trinity College, 
Bristol, before moving to Kettering to join the ministry team at St Andrew’s 
Church, as part of the Church of England’s ministry experience scheme. 
Shakeel served as Chair of the Church of England Youth Council from 2018 
to 2019. Having spent two years in Kettering, Shakeel now lives in Durham, 
where he is a first-year ordinand at Cranmer Hall, training for Anglican 
priesthood. He enjoys music production, reading and sport. 

Buzz groups 
To help everyone engage with 
the panel discussions there will 
be buzz group time around 
the tables. Everyone has been 
allocated to a table to help these 
conversations be appropriate in 
style and content. Please help by 
sitting at the table you have been 
assigned to.
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Worship
Worship leader
The Revd Jenny Mills
Jenny is the chaplain to the Youth Moderators for 2019-20. As a 
consequence of this, she gets to lead worship at Youth Assembly this 
year! She is a URC minister and has been for over 11 years. She finds the 
role an amazing and privileged one as she gets to lead worship, meet 
with people, go to places and meetings that challenge and inspire her, 
and she gets to share her faith with all ages and stages! Jenny’s photo 
(on page 13) is from one of her latest trips, to Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. She went with a group of URC representatives in 
the autumn of 2019, and has lots to tell; the trip has changed the way 
she looks at world issues and the reporting of conflicts. In her spare 
time, she likes to catch up on sleep and enjoys sorting, tidying and 
cleaning. She feels blessed to be able to serve the Youth Assembly and 
looks forward to sharing the weekend with you all. 

Worship band leader
Dan Morrell
Dan, 23, is a former Moderator of Youth Assembly. Having graduated 
from Leeds University last year, he’s currently on the hunt for his 
first job as an airline pilot. In the meantime, he aids churches with 
social media and websites, and he works at a swanky cinema chain, 
in exchange for friends he can offer a respectable 50% discount. He’s 
a member of St Andrew’s church in Roundhay, where he’s running 
a music festival in February! He loves playing guitar and ultimate 
frisbee.

Worship band support
Elinor Davies
(Read more about Eli on page ten.)

Prayer room [Rowan]
Open each day from 8am
The prayer room is open from 8am each day and is a space for you to 
be with God. There’ll be ways to help you with this, including symbolic 
objects and activities, but there is also somebody available to pray 
with you; just ask!



16

Pastoral care room [Sycamore , or, during Sensory Assembly, 
in the main lounge]

Open each day from 9am
The pastoral care room is for anyone who needs support or help from:

• First aiders
• Mental health first aiders, or
• Pastoral carers.

If you need this kind of support, please find someone with a yellow lanyard, 
or go to the pastoral care room to make contact with the team.

The pastoral care team will be identifiable throughout the weekend and 
will be happy to chat if you want to talk about anything.
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Business
Youth Assembly is an opportunity for young people to have their say 
in the life of the United Reformed Church. The main route through 
which we do this is by having ‘business’. During business we make 
decisions using a consensus decisionmaking process. This will be 
explained at the Assembly.

Taster day participants
Youth Assembly is excited to welcome some younger participants 
on Saturday for a taster day. They will be joining us for the afternoon 
panel discussion, worship and workshops. This is in response to a 
resolution passed at Youth Assembly 2018 to explore lowering the 
age of Youth Assembly to include all URC Youth members.

Synod time
On Saturday lunchtime, all Youth Assembly and taster day 
participants will gather in their synod groups to eat lunch together 
and find out more about everything going on in their synod. Please 
help by sitting at the table for your synod.

Issue-focussed 
workshops 
Bible study with The Revd Nigel Uden 
[Coniston Lounge] (Saturday 10.20am and 3.20pm, 
Sunday 10am)
These sessions focus on our three themes: politics; sex, faith and 
relationships; and war and peace. For each theme, we will take a 
relevant Bible passage and explore whether we can find words of 
wisdom that point us to some common ground for Christians. 

Craft with Ruth White 
[Alder] (Saturday 10.20am and 
3.20pm, Sunday 10am)
Use your creativity to explore and respond 
to the panel discussions. Whether it’s a 
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Programme
FRIDAY
6.00pm   Arrivals
7.00pm   Dinner
7.30pm   Band practice
7.30pm   Meeting for all over 26s 
8.00pm   Welcome and introductions 
8.30pm   Meet your buzz groups
9.00pm   Mock motion
9.30pm  Worship
10.15pm   Break
10.30pm   Campfire
11.00pm   Late night programme [see pages 25 to 28]
12.00am   Free time
1.00am   Bed

SATURDAY
7.15am   Optional morning yoga 
7.45am   Band practice
8.00am   Pray for the day
8.15am   Breakfast
9.00am   Worship and panel discussion with buzz group 1: 

  Theme: politics
10.20am   Issue-focussed workshops 1 [see pages 17, 20 and 21]
11.20am   Break
11.35am   Business session 1 
1.00pm   Synod lunch – find your synod table

  Election nominations close. Band practice after lunch
2.00pm   Worship and panel discussion with buzz group 2: 

  Theme: sex, faith and relationships
3.20pm   Issue-focussed workshops 2 [see pages 17, 20 and 23]



19

4.20pm   Break Election questions released
4.35pm   Business session 2
6.00pm   Dinner
7.00pm   Sensory Assembly [see page 24]
8.00pm   Elections 
9.00pm   Evening entertainment: Ceilidh [see page 25]
10.30pm   Communion
11.00pm   Late night programme [see pages 25 to 28]
12.00am   Free time
1.00am   Bed

SUNDAY
7.45am   Band practice
8.00am   Pray for the day
8.15am   Breakfast
9.00am   Worship and panel discussion with buzz group 3: 

  Theme: war and peace
10.00am   Issue-focussed workshops 3 [see pages 17, 20, 23 and 24]
11.00am   Break
11.15am   Business session 3
12.00pm   Worship, and the induction of URC Youth Executive
1.00pm   Lunch
2.00pm   Depart

URC Youth

#URCYA20
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mini protest banner to take away and hang somewhere in your community, 
a barbie doll dressed to impress your opinions on others, a badge to 
wear with pride and make others ask you more, a dream cloud to show 
your hopes and dreams for a different future, or  a simple peace crane or 
bracelet, we will provide the materials. You only need a touch of creativity 
to make something that could make a difference.

Please take away whatever you create. 

Drama with Steven Mitchell 
[Beech] (Saturday 10.20am and 3.20pm, Sunday 10am)
Do you see your name in lights? Can you hear the adoring audience celebrate 
your work with a ten-minute standing ovation and shouts of ‘Encore’? Do you 
find yourself having conversations with people mainly through the medium 
of mime? Are you a thespian who demands the spotlight? Then this drama 
workshop probably isn’t for you. Prepare to take yourself not so seriously as 
we explore the themes of Youth Assembly through the medium of drama 
and improv, and learn to express yourself theatrically, darling!

Prayer with Sam Richards 
[Rowan] (Saturday 3.20pm and Sunday 10am)
Can prayer create common ground? How might we bring strong opinions 
and feelings to praying about the things that matter? Is it OK to pray about 
EVERYTHING? What is God doing with our prayers and while we pray? Each 
workshop will be a practical introduction to different approaches, drawing 
on examples of prayers from the Bible and a variety of traditions. Come 
prepared to have a go and to reflect on what might help you grow your 
prayer life beyond Youth Assembly.

Where would Jesus sit politically? with Simeon Mitchell 
and Josie Horton 
[Grasmere Lounge] (Saturday 10.20am)
What might a political manifesto based on the life and teaching of Jesus look 
like? In this interactive workshop, you’ll have the opportunity to work with 
others to design a political programme and to put forward your ideas. How 
close will it be to what any of our current political parties are proposing?

We’ll also explore how Jesus engaged with political issues, take inspiration 
from politically active Christians from through the ages, and think about 
what all this means for how we pray, act and vote.
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How to conduct a ‘good’ debate: Debate v dialogue 
with Tom Hackett
[Buttermere Lounge] (Saturday 10.20am)
What is the difference between debate and dialogue? How can we 
have honest and respectful conversations with people who hold 
different opinions to us? In this workshop, we’ll think about how 
to respectfully engage with those we disagree with. We’ll explore 
guidelines for dialogue and consider how these can help us to have 
constructive conversations. Come and join our discussion as we 
consider how to find common ground through dialogue with others. 

More than a petition: Getting your voice heard 
with Dan Simpson  
[Ullswater Lounge] (Saturday 10.20am)
Politics is a murky business. So much of the time, your ideas matter 
less than who you know and how you say things. That can be hard as 
a young person. Going alone can work, but building a movement is 
more effective. This workshop will look at how to build momentum 
behind something you really care about, so that you set your cause 
up to succeed. Thinking about what influence you have already, it 
will take you through how to perfect your message, before we vote 
for the best cause.

How do faith and politics mix? with Roo Stewart 
[Windermere Lounge] (Saturday 10.20am)
An MP recently replied to a church member: ‘I am very confused
as to why churches would seek to send such an overtly political
letter. Firstly, it is never good to mix politics and religion. Secondly,
the Churches need to respect the clear democratic will of the
British public, not seek to defy it.’ How do we respond? Should we
be following Jesus’ example of challenging the powerful while sitting
with the powerless? We’ll explore ways that people of faith can
influence public policy and why policymakers often seem resistant.

Journalism with Charissa King 
[Derwent Lounge] (Saturday 10.20am)
What makes a good news story? How do you go about writing one? 
And what’s the point in journalism anyway – can’t I get all the info I 
need from social media?! Discover the answer to these questions and 
more, then hone your interviewing skills at this workshop.
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Pro-life/pro-choice: Finding the common ground 
with Lorraine Webb
[Windermere Lounge] (Saturday 3.20pm) suitable for age 14+ 
The pro-life/pro-choice debate, considering the rights and wrongs of 
abortion, is one that can polarise opinion in both the Christian and secular 
world, so how can we find a common ground in which to understand one 
another and sensitively discuss abortion? This workshop aims to create an 
environment in which we do just that – exploring the basic premises that 
underly each viewpoint and listening nonjudgementally to all. 

Please come prepared to be sensitive in voicing your own opinions and 
in challenging those of others, and be aware that this emotive issue may 
touch on personal experience, even trauma. Extra pastoral support will be 
available.  

Healthy relationships (including dating a non Christian) 
and sex with Esther Hardy 
[Ullswater Lounge] (Saturday 3.20pm) suitable for age 16+
In this workshop, Esther would like everyone to relax, sit down, breath out, 
and think about sex. 

This will NOT be a theological lecture. Esther is not a theologian but she 
does have a wealth of knowledge on most things to do with relationships 
and sex. The workshop will be informal and fun but also honest and open, 
with no judgement. It will help everyone to gain greater knowledge and 
insight into the wonderful world of relationships and sex, and how that 
might impact our choices and faith.

Signs of abuse in relationships/gaslighting
with Jane Henderson 
[Buttermere Lounge] (Saturday 3.30pm) suitable for age 16+
What are the signs of an unhealthy relationship? Would you know if you 
were in one? 

This workshop will explore themes of abuse in relationships, how to 
recognise the signs, how to seek support/help for yourself or friends/family. 

It will be an interactive session, exploring the theme in a safe space, using 
discussion and case studies. 
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FGM [Grasmere Lounge] with Carole Greaves 
(Saturday 3.20pm) suitable for age 16+
This workshop will explore the basic facts about female genital 
mutilation (FGM), its impact, why it happens and its prevalence 
across the world, including the UK. Carole will share her experiences 
of working alongside an inspirational Christian woman in Tanzania 
who has devoted her life to protecting young women from the 
cultural act of FGM. There will be a quiz, discussions, a short DVD and 
time for questions. All are welcome, whatever level of knowledge 
you have of FGM.  

Israel/Palestine with The Revd Kevin Snyman 
[Grasmere Lounge] (Sunday 10am)

Imagine Mary and Joseph trying to get into 
Bethlehem today. How they’d get through the 
Separation Barrier to find an inn is anyone’s 
guess. In September 2019, a group of 22 URC 
representatives travelled to the Holy Land to see 
for themselves how complicated the situation 
really is. Religion, politics and ideology are 
weaponised and wielded like weapons. The 
Israelis control almost every aspect of life in the 

occupied territories. Illegal settlements are growing. The Palestinian 
Christian population has dwindled alarmingly. Is there anything we 
can do as Christians in Britain to work for justice and peace in this 
war-torn region? 

Glory or grace: Why we remember with The Revd 
Mike Meachin 
[Outside] (Sunday 10am)
A reflective walk in the National Memorial Arboretum, which is a site 
of national war remembrance.

How does the Holocaust change our thinking 
about war and peace? with The Revd Philip Brooks 
[Ullswater Lounge] (Sunday 10am)
Anne Frank died in Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in February 
1945. She was just 15 years old and one of more than six million 
Jewish people to die in the Holocaust. Before she was captured, 
Anne wrote these words in her diary: ‘In spite of everything, I still 
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believe that people are really good at heart… I can feel the sufferings of 
millions and yet, if I look up into the heavens, I think that it will all come right, 
that this cruelty too will end, and that peace and tranquillity will return again.’ 
Seventy-five years after her death, our workshop will consider the 
questions: how much nearer are we to Anne’s dream of peace? and, what 
is the role of Christianity in remembering and learning from the Holocaust?

Conflict resolution with Jon Steel 
[Windermere Lounge] (Sunday 10am)
Is conflict always a bad thing? Can we live without conflict? How does 
conflict develop between people, and is there anything we can do to 
change the pain and damage that it usually brings? Is it possible to do 
conflict well? Can we disagree without hurting each other? Find out at 
Jon’s workshop.

Sensory Assembly 
[Darby, Sycamore and the space by lodges next to Sycamore]
Last year, we had Messy Assembly to explore the programme in a more 
creative way. This year, we’ve created Sensory Assembly, where you’ll be 
able to go on a sensory journey, taking time to pray and explore the way our 
senses respond to different things. You can spend as much or as little time 
as you like exploring each sense, and there is no particular order to take, or 
compulsion to visit every sense. There will be areas dedicated to each sense, 
with questions to consider, and something to do while reflecting. 
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Late night programme
and entertainment
Our headline Saturday night entertainment will be brought to you 
by the Sporrandipity Ceilidh Band in the Sports Hall.

A hot Ceilidh band based in Edinburgh, providing a full package of 
Ceilidh music. Includes caller, humour, volume and beats for dance, 
entertainment and memories. With a subtle fusion of celtic, country, 
rhythm and blues and a song that’s done more than 500 miles of 
military two step service, there is an infectious toe tap that you’ll be 
talking about for weeks afterwards.

Taken from www.sporrandipity.co.uk

The late night programme kicks off at 10.30pm on Friday evening 
and at 11pm on Saturday evening. 

Campfire 
[Outside, or if wet, in Darby Hall]
Friday 
Bring your stories, voices, acoustic instruments and appetite for 
toasted marshmallows for a mellow time gathered around a campfire 
(weather permitting). Let’s chill out and warm up for a fun-packed 
weekend! Hot chocolate will be served in the lounge. Take your travel 
mug to fill up.

Pen portraits 
[Coniston Lounge]
Friday
Thinking about running for Youth Exec role? Come along to an 
informal session with the moderators for an opportunity to discuss 
the role further, ask any questions you may have and get some advice 
on writing pen portraits.
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Film
[Chasewater Lounge]
Friday
Keep your eyes on URC Youth social media for the chance to vote on which 
film you’d like to see.

Wii games  
[Beech]
Friday
Here is your chance at Youth Assembly to play all the greats of the Nintendo 
Wii console. Come and relax and enjoy all that 2006’s prime technology has 
to offer.

Craft corner 
[Main Lounge]
Friday
A chance to reflect on the busy lives we come from over simple craft 
activities. Nothing high tech or fancy, just a chance to sit, chat and make a 
little something to remind yourself of Youth Assembly’s 2020 theme. It will 
settle you down after a full day and ready you for a weekend of all things 
common-ground-themed.

Board games 
[Main Lounge]
Saturday
Does what it says on the tin. Board games will be available to take and play 
with, ranging from ways to test your knowledge to testing your reflexes. A 
great way to get to know others. Grab a board game and join in!

International conversation 
[Beech]
Saturday
Ever wondered how political issues affect young people outside of the 
UK? Join us for an international video call, with people from all around the 
globe, to find out what political issues they are facing, how they deal with 
them and if there is any common ground between us.
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Karaoke 
[Darby Hall]
Saturday
Love to sing? Got bars to spit? Come and join us for karaoke and share 
your favourite tunes! Sing or share anything from party anthems and 
old school classics to pop ballads and spoken word specials. You can 
take to the stage solo or among fellow music enthusiasts. There’s no 
need to bring anything other than yourself and your warmed up vocal 
chords. We’ll take care of the rest. So come, sing, rap, dance and help 
us celebrate the beauty that is music!

Guided imagery 
[Rowan]
Friday and Saturday
A chance to relax, unwind and let your imagination take you to a 
place of peace and encounter before bed. Bring an open mind and 
be prepared to lie on the floor!

Café Philosophique 
[Alder]
Friday and Saturday
Café Philosophique is a type of informal and relaxed philosophical 
discussion founded by French philosopher Marc Sautet in Paris in 
the 1990s. The idea is that the conversation is accessible to all and 
an opportunity to test out thoughts and ideas without worrying 
about accuracy. Nobody is expected to be an expert or have prior 
knowledge of the chosen topic, all that is required is that you have 
an open mind and a willingness to join the conversation.

Friday night: ‘Is humanity headed in the right or wrong direction?’ 
It’s 2020; we carry computers in our pockets, a cure for cancer could be 
five to ten years away, and humanity seems to be thriving. However, 
we cannot ignore the damage we have done to our planet to get here. 
Violent conflict still takes place across the globe, and we are suffering 
from a mental health epidemic. Should humanity remain on this path, 
or is there an alternative route we could take instead? Join us for an 
informal and relaxed philosophical discussion, where you can test out 
your thoughts on this issue and be challenged by the views of those 
around you. No philosophical experience is required, this is just a 
conversation among friends. Bring a hot drink and an open mind. 
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Saturday night: ‘Is there a meaning to life? If so, what is it?’ 
The big philosophical question: why are we here? Do you believe that human 
beings exist for a greater purpose, and if so, what might that purpose look 
like? Might there be something important to be learned from a human life 
lived ‘well’? And how do we know if we’re getting it right? Join us for an 
informal and relaxed philosophical discussion, where you can test out your 
thoughts on this issue and be challenged by the views of those around you. 
No philosophical experience is required, this is just a conversation among 
friends. Bring a hot drink and an open mind. 

Sport 
[Sports Hall]
Friday and Saturday
Football and volleyball (Friday) then rounders and ultimate frisbee 
(Saturday). This will be fun, flexible and of course energetic, responding to 
the needs of those joining in. So come ready for informality, the potential of 
some structure, age groupings and undoubtedly some moving goal posts.

Who’s who?
There is a multitude of people helping us to think about Common Ground 
at URCYA20. Here’s a brief introduction to workshop leaders and those with 
important roles over the weekend. 

Workshop leaders
The Revd Philip Brooks
Philip is the URC’s Secretary for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations. In 
September 2019, he was part of a URC group – including Katie Henderson, 
URC Youth Moderator – on an educational visit to Israel/Palestine. Alongside 
touring historical biblical sites and meeting with Palestinian Christians, the 
group went to Yad Vashem, the World Holocaust Remembrance Centre 
in Jerusalem. Just one month earlier, Philip visited an early concentration 
camp, while visiting the URC’s partner Churches in the Palatinate region of 
Germany. All of this has given Philip much food for thought in preparing for 
his seminar on war and peace (see page 24), which immediately precedes 
Holocaust Memorial Day.
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Carole Greaves
Carole is a busy wife and mum of two daughters, living in Rochdale, 
Greater Manchester, but is at heart a true Scot. She is a serving Elder 
of Bamford Chapel and Northern URC. Carole has worked as an 
occupational therapist for more years than she cares to remember, 
and is currently working with children with complex disabilities. When 
not at work, Carole enjoys travelling and had her first adventure to 
Africa in 2017. Carole is looking forward to experiencing URC Youth 
Assembly first hand, after hearing a lot about it. 

Tom Hackett
(Read more about Tom on page 12.)

Esther Hardy
Esther loves nothing better than talking with people about all things 
to do with relationships and sex. Her involvement in this area started 
when she volunteered with a Crisis Pregnancy Centre and realised 
that many younger people had little access to good sex education. 
Esther decided to train in relationships and sex education (RSE) and 
has now been working in RSE for over 15 years. Esther’s hope for the 
future is that all young people will have access to great RSE and feel 
empowered to make the right choices for themselves when it comes 
to relationships and sex.

Jane Henderson
Jane is the CYDO for East Midlands Synod, married to Syd and mum 
to Georgina and Edward, who are both at university. When not 
dashing around the synod she is happy at home, walking her dog, 
Bailey, or crocheting, gardening and cooking. Jane has recently taken 
up wheelchair rugby, which she is surprisingly very good at, crashing 
into other players (that is a tackle). She will always be accompanied 
by a cup of tea, preferably Yorkshire Tea, and she never says no to 
chocolate!

Josie Horton
Josie’s work in the Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT) brings together 
the URC, the Church of Scotland and the Baptist and Methodist 
denominations to speak and act on issues of social justice and 
peace. Josie is this year’s JPIT intern and has just completed her 
masters in comparative social policy at the University of Oxford. Her 
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background is in student politics and campaigning, particularly around 
women’s issues, foodbanks and homelessness.

Charissa King
Charissa works for Reform magazine, which is published by the United 
Reformed Church. She writes, promotes and organises editorial content for 
the magazine, and does lots of other things for the URC communications 
team too. Before serving the URC, she worked in the footage department 
of UK’s largest documentary film distribution agency, selling and supplying 
video clips to filmmakers, news programmes and TV stations. She studied 
English at Cambridge University, and is an active member of Forest Hill 
Methodist Church, south-east London.

The Revd Mike Meachin
Mike joined the Royal Navy (RN) for the first time in 1980 and served as a 
Seaman Officer until 1988. Mike then spent four years in Nigeria running a 
leprosy centre with the Methodist Church before returning to UK to start 
ministerial training at Mansfield College, Oxford. 

Since joining the RN again in 1997, he has served as Chaplain to the Royal 
Fleet Auxiliary (where he was the first chaplain to qualify as submariner) and 
worked on several of Her Majesty’s Ships, in many roles, as well as working 
alongside the many people who work on and with those ships. 

Mike is married to Clare, and has two grown children. Two dogs and four 
cats also live with them in Barnham, West Sussex. Among Mike’s hobbies 
are driving Landrovers, motorcycling, sailing and motorboats, canoeing, 
and his garden.

Simeon Mitchell 
Simeon works in the Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT), which brings 
together the URC, the Church of Scotland and the Baptist and Methodist 
denominations to speak and act on issues of justice and peace. Simeon is 
the URC’s national Secretary for Church and Society, and has previously 
worked for All We Can, Christian Aid and the Fairtrade Foundation. 

Steven Mitchell
Steven Mitchell is the CYDO for Mersey Synod. He’s been married for 
16 years and has two, ever so slightly annoying children. He is also an 
awardwinning filmmaker and creates visual effects for music videos and 
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short films in his spare time. Steven attended Greenbelt for the first 
time last year and unexpectedly cried during the set of comedy duo 
Harry and Chris. This was particularly bad, as his tears mixed with the 
sun tan lotion on his face, resulting in even more tears. 

Sam Richards
Sam Richards is the URC’s Head of Children’s and Youth Work. She 
was previously a youth worker and trainer. At Youth Assembly, she 
is on a mission to help young people find ways of praying that fit 
their personality, passions and lifestyles (see page 20). She helps 
lead an all-age fresh expression of church called mayBe Community 
in Oxford. When not plotting a youth takeover, she can be found 
shouting at rugby and cycling, singing random songs, scoffing posh 
plain chocolate and jumping in puddles (occasionally all at once).

Dan Simpson
Dan Simpson is Research and Development Officer for the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s Commission on Housing, Church and 
Community, providing a link with the Joint Public Issues Team. The 
Commission brings very different people together to deal with 
the UK housing crisis. Dan believes that all Christians are called to 
apply their values politically, having learnt this as an attendee at 
Youth Assembly. He has campaigned all over London, and ran an 
EU election campaign in Tower Hamlets. Over the years, he’s been 
involved in campaigns on sustainable transport, better awareness of 
dietary requirements, musical education and homelessness.

The Revd Kevin Snyman
The Revd Dr Kevin Snyman is the URC’s Programme Officer for 
Global Justice and Partnerships. He oversees the Commitment for 
Life Programme that supports peace and justice projects in Israel 
and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, through the URC’s partner 
in the region, Christian Aid.

Jon Steel
Jon is part of the CYDO+ team and works in the URC’s Yorkshire 
Synod. He has been a youth worker for many years and during that 
time, has worked on conflict and justice issues.

Roo Stewart
Roo is the URC’s Programme Support Officer for Church and Society, 
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and is part of the Joint Public Issues Team, which brings together the URC, 
the Church of Scotland and the Baptist and Methodist denominations to 
speak and act on issues of justice and peace. Originally from Northern Ireland, 
Roo’s passion for politics and faith was forged against a backdrop of mistrust 
and violence between two embittered groups of people who identified as 
Christians but acted as anything but, and the terrible inaction of others who 
remained silent. 

The Revd Nigel Uden
(Read more about Nigel on page 13.)

Lorraine Webb
Lorraine is the URC’s Programme Officer for Children’s and Youth Work. After 
spending years as adoptive mum to two young men now in their early to 
mid 20s, and as a middle school/special school teacher, she is enjoying the 
life of an empty-nester, finally getting a chance to read, travel and to lounge 
around in PJs watching Netflix with the cat. Lorraine is a Methodist local 
preacher and detests green vegetables and spicy foods. 

Ruth White
Ruth is the CYDO for Wessex South and enjoys anything creative, as long 
as the emphasis is on it being a quality piece at the end. She has been a 
member of the craftivist collective for a few years now and enjoys using 
crafted items to encourage discussion and challenge thinking. She is 
looking forward to getting creative at Youth Assembly and learning from 
participants as they chat and craft.

YA office
Triin Kubar
Triin is the part-time Administrative Assistant for the URC’s children’s and 
youth work team and the Pilots desk. She takes great pride in supporting 
volunteers who lead Pilots groups all over the UK. Away from work, her two 
sons take most of her time but occasionally she manages to sneak away 
to play the saxophone in the East London Community Band or to get cosy 
with a science fiction book. 

Heather Wilkinson
Heather is the PA to the children’s and youth work team at URC House. She 
is a Brownie leader and enjoys reading, gardening, baking and spending 
time with her family.
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Additional information
Event evaluation
There’ll be plenty of opportunities for you to feed back what 
you thought of this year’s Youth Assembly. One way to do 
this is to post general comments and thoughts on the virtual 
Padlet wall: https://padlet.com/toh2803/ya20feedback. 
You can also use or via the QR code on the right.

Satnav users
Satnav users should use the National Memorial Arboretum postcode 
of DE13 7AR to get to Whitemoor Lakes.

Guests
Throughout the weekend, guests will be introduced to the 
Assembly. In the majority of cases, guests will participate fully in the 
programme. Feel free to talk to any guests about what they do and 
where they are from.

Social media
The event hashtag is #URCYA20. Please do get sharing your 
experiences! As you travel to Whitemoor Lakes, why not share what 
you’re most looking forward to about the Assembly? 

Throughout the event we ask that you think carefully about the 
information and comments that you post on social networking sites 
and that you use them in a way that does not cause upset or distress 
to anyone or promote a negative image of URC Youth, the URC or 
URC Youth Assembly. 

Phone use during business
Throughout the weekend, there will be several opportunities to 
use your phone. However, during business, we ask that you be 
respectful to those presenting by not using your phone in these 
sessions. Thank you.
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Lanyards
The colour of people’s lanyards will help you identify who they are.

Red – Youth Exec or the organising group
Yellow – Pastoral care team
White – CYDO+ team
Grey – over 26s
Blue – Youth Assembly participants 
Green – YA taster day participants

You must wear your own lanyard at all times. Lanyards are not to be 
swapped, for health and safety reasons.

Meals
Meals and break time refreshments are provided throughout the weekend, 
from dinner on Friday evening to lunch on Sunday. You may wish to bring a 
little spending money for the tuck shop and vending machines onsite.

Change for vending machines
Change for vending machines can be given. Please see Heather or Triin at 
the URCYA registration desk.

URC shop
Ever wished you could show the world you are part of the URC? Why not 
browse the URC merchandise! A car sticker, pen, notebook, hoodie and 
more could be yours! Plus some fine publications of course.

Bible selection
Thinking of buying a Bible for yourself or someone else? We have a sample 
of different translations and presentations of the Bible for you to browse. 

Help
If you need help at any point over the weekend, just ask at the registration 
desk. However, if you feel ill or need help during the night, you need 
to call one of the numbers below: 

Male night contact: 07754 308471 
Female night contact: 07754 308467
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Shortened standing orders
What is consensus decisionmaking?
Consensus decisionmaking is the way in which business is conducted at 
the URC YA. It provides a structure to the discussions and decisions in a way 
designed to enable the whole of Assembly to come to one decision in a 
prayerful and considered way.

Key standing order points
2.3 Information stage – Questions for clarification only!
2.4 Discussion stage – Now’s the time to share your opinion. 
2.5 Decision stage – Voting time!

2.7.2 Each member receives two cards:
i) Orange indicates approval towards a point of view
ii) Blue indicates disapproval towards a point of view

2.5 Only those Youth Assembly members (including our ecumenical 
friends) present may contribute to the sessions. Oldies and
observers must request permission to speak from the Moderator.

4.11.1 Once a motion is passed by Assembly, it is called a resolution.

7.3 During the course of a debate on a motion, any member may move
the decision on this motion be deferred to the next Youth Assembly,
as long as they have a seconder (someone to support this). 
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