
The theme this year was 
‘One Body: We’re all in 
this together’, drawn 
from the 1 Corinthians 
12 passage where Paul 
explains to the people of 
Corinth about how the 
body made up of many 
parts relates to God’s 
church and Christian 
fellowship.
This year at Youth Assembly 
109 young people and young 
adults gathered together with 
URC staff and friends to explore 
the theme of ‘One Body: We’re 
All In This Together’. This was 
based around the 1 Corinthians 
12 passage in which Paul talks 
about the human body being 
made up of many different 
parts, needing all parts if it is to 
function at maximum potential. 
As in previous years we 
maintained a vast amount of 
representation from all thirteen 
synods across the UK, this being 
made up of a wide range of 
ages, nationalities and cultural 
backgrounds. We also took 
great pleasure in welcoming 
ecumenical partners as well as 
old friends from within the URC.

Hannah Jones, outgoing 
Moderator, concluded 
her address with this 
encouragement to all 

URC Youth: 

“Have a little faith, don’t 
be scared of a little 

failure, and go out and 
act, as you all have a 

part to play within the 
URC and within the 
worldwide church.”



This year saw a few changes from previous years 
in the programme for the weekend, such as the 
introduction of issue-focused workshops to follow 
three keynote speakers. Representatives from A 
Rocha UK, the Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT) and 
Beacon: LGBT+ were invited to talk on the topics 
of ‘One World’, ‘One Community’ and ‘One Church’ 
respectively.
There were a broad range of workshops on offer, 
each exploring the theme through discussion, craft, 
drama, outdoor activities 
and music to name a 
few. Some spoke about 
poverty in the UK, the 
hostile environment and 
celebrating diversity within 
our local communities.
Amongst the times of 
fun and fellowship were 
opportunities to hear 
and act upon the issues 
and ideas brought to the 
business sessions by 
members of the Assembly. 
This year the Assembly 
passed resolutions making 
amendments to the URC 
Youth Assembly Standing 
Orders; looking at ways 
to address mental health and loneliness; reinforcing 
the voices of young people at a local level within the 
URC; and encouraging all church premises to provide 
an internet connection for its users. We also heard an 
update report from the URC Youth Merchandise task 
group and about a booklet being produced with ideas 
to better help Synod Youth Representatives in their 
roles. 
Worship leader Katie Gravenor promised great things 
for the weekend’s time together in praise and prayer 
and people were not disappointed. We were given 
the opportunity to pray, chat, think and reflect on the 
theme. We were able to engage with those around 
us and think intentionally about what we would take 
away from the weekend back to our churches, friends, 
families, communities which would help us and them 
to grow in faith. During this time, we also engaged in 
sung worship thanks to the hard work and effort of this 
year’s band led by Elinor Davies.
For the first time a Youth Assembly Taster Day was 
run alongside the main Youth Assembly and was 
an opportunity for some of the young people of the 

“Over the weekend we 
debated a number of issues. 

I found it really refreshing 
that we all had a voice and 

that everyone’s opinion was 
listened to. The motions that 

were passed felt like great 
steps forward for the United 
Reformed Church,” said one 

Ecumenical Youth Rep.  “This 
weekend has made me think 

about how we can become 
more tolerant to differences 

in the Moravian church.”



URC, who are currently below Youth Assembly age, 
to experience the event and engage in team-building, 
fun and fellowship. They joined the main Assembly for 
worship, a key note, workshops and also enjoyed the 
centre’s outdoor facilities. As well as the Taster Day 
a crèche ran for the first time. This meant parents of 
Assembly age were still able to attend and participate 
in all the weekend had to offer.
Late Night 
The Late Night Programme was well received by 
all: board and card games around the venue to 
play; Moonbase Eco VR (virtual reality) experience 
provided by The Christian Aid Collective; a mixture of 
sports games for people to drop in and out of and the 
opportunity for those standing for a post to chat and 
pray with others on the Friday night. Saturday night 
played host to the wonderful comedian Steve Legg 
before we shared in communion led by Carole Marsden. 
Sadly, the planned campfire was rained off. However, this 
made way for a time of reflection 
and meditation after a long and 
jam-packed day, in the form of 
guided imagery.
On Sunday morning Derek Estill, 
General Assembly Moderator, 
led proceedings to induct the 
new URC Youth Executive for the 
coming year. We said a heartfelt 
farewell to Youth Assembly 
Moderator Hannah Jones and 
welcomed in Katie Henderson 
and Natalie Gibbs who together 
will continue Hannah’s fantastic 
work with the support of the 
Youth Executive. The other 
roles elected over the weekend 
were the URC Youth Assembly 
Moderator Elect, the URC 
Youth Assembly Representative to Mission Council 
and General Assembly, the URC Youth Equality and 
Diversity Representative and Wessex Synod Youth 
Representative.
Success 
Throughout 2018, the URC Youth Executive have been 
working hard to plan, organise and put on this weekend 
of fun, fellowship, worship and business. Providing the 
opportunity for discussion, the chance to meet and 
make new friends and to grow in faith in the company 
of others, regardless of where they are in their spiritual 
journeys, this event is always one that is cherished by 
many. It is safe to say that URC Youth Assembly 2019 
was a resounding success, with fun had, opinions heard, 
and new people given the opportunity to progress and 
serve the children and youth of the URC, both over the 
weekend and in months and years to come. 

“This was a fantastic 
weekend to kick off our year 

as Moderators”, said Katie 
and Natalie.  “We are looking 

forward to pursuing the 
resolutions agreed; following 

up the General Assembly 
resolution to review the 

Charter for Children in the 
Church; working to extend 

and widen the reach of URC 
Youth; and making URC 

Youth even more inclusive.  It 
is going to be a challenging 

and exciting year!”



URCYA19 – Resolutions 
Resolution 1

URC Youth Assembly accepts the changes proposed 
to the Standing Orders  2.5.2.    To be brought into 
effect from Youth Assembly 2020.

Proposed by Dan Morrell (Immediate Past 
Moderator) Seconded by A J Mills (East Midlands)

“If the amendment is not accepted by the proposer 
and seconder of the motion, following a discussion, 
the amendment is then put to a simple majority vote”.

Passed by consensus.

Resolution 2

Recognising the importance of the voices of children 
and young people within local church contexts, URC 
Youth Assembly seeks to actively encourage local 
churches to provide the means for young people 
to have a meaningful voice at Elders meetings, or 
equivalent.  

URC Youth Assembly challenges all URC local 
congregations to affirm their commitment to young 
people as present and future members of the church 
by creating a space within their respective structures 
for representation by children and young people with 
appropriate support. 

Proposed by Reuben Watt (Southern)   Seconded by 
Helen Glasse (Eastern)

Passed by consensus.

Resolution 3

Recognising widespread concerns around mental 
health issues and the rise of loneliness amongst 
young people: 

URC Youth Assembly tasks Youth Executive to form 
a task group to explore successful youth projects 
across the UK with the objective to bring a proposal 
- for a national youth strategy that can be delivered 
locally across URC churches and reach as many 
lonely young people as possible - to Youth Assembly 
2020.

Proposed by Jo Harris (National Synod of Wales)   
Seconded by Victoria Turner (Wales).

Passed by agreement. 

Resolution 4

Youth Assembly, recognising internet access in 
social locations is now a cultural norm, instructs 
Youth Executive to request that General Assembly 
explores ways to assist churches in facilitating wifi 
access throughout their buildings, including with 
the legal challenges and obligations. This facilitation 
could take the form of Synod level training, online 
guidance forms or similar at the discretion of General 
Assembly. 

Proposed by Joshua Undy-Jamison (National Synod of 
Scotland)   Seconded by Dan Morrell (Yorkshire)

Passed by consensus. 

The URC Youth Executive for 2019 are:
Youth Assembly Moderator: 
Natalie Gibbs and Katie Henderson
urcyamoderator@urc.org.uk
Youth Assembly Moderator Elect: Reuben Watt
urcyamodelect@urc.org.uk
Mission Council and General Assembly 
Representative: AJ Mills
Equality and Diversity Representative: 
Katherine Buckland
Pilots Representative: Sam Lord
Youth Assembly Clerk: Sam Brown / Nick Booth
Synod Representatives:
Northern: Alison Greaves
North Western: Rebekah Radcliffe
Mersey: Anna Spencer
Yorkshire: Jacob Lowe
East Midlands: Georgina Henderson Neale
West Midlands: c/o Elinor Davies
Eastern: Helen Glasse
South Western: Vacant *
Wessex: Jessica England
Thames North: Tom Howells
Southern: Vacant *
National Synod of Wales: Joanna Harris
National Synod of Scotland: c/o Hannah Sanderson
*Applicants for these posts are welcomed from 
anyone aged 16-25 connected to a church in the 
synod or living, studying or working in the synod, or 
with other links.  
Please contact children.youth@urc.org.uk.

2020 Youth Assembly 
24 to 26 January at 
Whitemoor Lakes: 

COMMON GROUND


