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Issue focussed workshops 

This year, we have three issue-based talks and workshops that immediately follow them.  The themes for 
the three talks are based on the theme ‘One Body: We’re all in this together’.  Each set of workshops will 
be run once. 

Please mark your choices in order of preference (1, 2, 3): 

One Body: One World (Saturday AM) 

Workshop Preference 

1 Craft with Ruth White 
Come and discuss and share ideas for how we can live more eco-friendly whilst creating 
something fabulous and useful out of pre-loved materials. You will take away whatever 
you create.  

2 Drama with Steven Mitchell 
Do you see your name in lights? Can you hear the adoring audience celebrate your work 
with a ten minute standing ovation and shouts of "encore!"? Are you a thespian who 
demands the spotlight? Then this drama workshop probably isn't for you. Prepare to take 
yourself not so seriously as we explore the themes of Youth Assembly through the 
medium of drama and improv and learn to express yourself theatrically, darling! 

3 Bible Studies with Simon Peters and Katherine Buckland 
If God is present in everything, all the time, what wisdom can the Bible speak to us? As a 
Holy library of texts written across different times and contexts, the Bible offers a 
fascinating opportunity for us to explore the nature and will of God as we try, in our own 
situations, using the gifts and talents we have been given, to live the life of Jesus today. 
Through reading, discussion, drama, art and other means, we’ll follow the pattern of 
Youth Assembly’s keynotes, exploring different parts of the Bible in search of wisdom on 
the environment. 

4 Song Writing with Leo Roberts 
Well, we can't sing a new song until we've written a new song... so that's what we'll do! 
Bring your instruments, or your voices, and your ideas and we'll spend 90 minutes 
creating a brand new worship song on the Youth Assembly theme of One Body: We’re 
all in this together. All abilities (and none) are welcome. Enthusiasm is the key. I mean, 
how hard can it be? 

Your Name: …………………………………………...................................…………………………… 

(IN CAPITALS PLEASE) 



5  Prayer with Sam Richards 
Come and discover a million different ways to shift from having strong options and 
feelings to praying about the things that matter to you and God. Each workshop will be 
a practical introduction to different approaches drawn from the riches of the worldwide 
church, mining various traditions for their gold which we can forge into contemporary 
ways to connect hearts, minds and Spirit.  Come prepared to have a go and reflect on 
what might help you grow your prayer life beyond Youth Assembly. 

6 Go deeper with the Speaker with Andy Lester & Fiona Wilkinson  
As a faith community, we want to really make a difference to the planet-for its own sake 
and for the sake of future generations.  So what does it mean to make a difference?  
Should we be active campaigners or passive by-standers?  Is direct action for the planet 
always a bad idea?  And how can we use outreach through nature as a powerful tool to 
bring young people to Christ? 

7   Rubbish Ramble with Tom Hackett 
Join us as we head outside to experience the local environment around Whitemoor 
Lakes. We’ll be heading out for a walk and picking up any litter we find along the way. As 
we wander we’ll chat about how we can help protect our local environments back at 
home. A chance to enjoy the natural world and do your bit to help protect it at the same 
time!  

8 How our URC International partners are affected/respond to global climate 
disruption with Kevin Snyman 
For this workshop, you will need to bring along an assorted range of personal skills: 
crafting, co-operative, interview techniques, acting and activism… 

We are going to perform a play. For the first 20 mins we’ll create several props for our 
performance – posters, notices etc. Then the next 20 mins is practice time. We’ll choose 
a TV anchor who will cut to various places around the globe interviewing our URC 
partners. Together we’ll choose who’ll perform these characters. Then we put on the 
play. The TV anchor finds out how each community is responding to climate disruption 
in their region of the world. We won’t forget our non-human sisters and brothers – some 
of these will also be interviewed. We will finally interview the Head of the ‘International 
Monetary Embezzlement Fund’ to get to the root cause of the destruction of the planet… 
We will demand an economy of Life by putting into practice our activist skills as we follow 
the example of Jesus who overturns the tables of the money lenders. 

If possible, please bring along one or more of the following costumes: African, Indian, 
South American, Flint, Michigan (lead in the water), Lancastrian (fracking), penguin, 
orangutan, honey bee etc. Be creative and we can adjust the script to suit your interests 
and knowledge of how climate disruption affects the world. 
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Please mark your choices in order of preference (1, 2, 3): 

One Body: One Community (Saturday PM) 

Workshop Preference 

1 Craft with Ruth White 
Become a craftivist for a while, someone who uses craft to make their voice heard as an 
activist.  Whatever you are passionate about come and create something to make a 
difference.  You will even get a free craftivism badge. 

2 Drama with Steven Mitchell 
Do you see your name in lights? Can you hear the adoring audience celebrate your work 
with a ten minute standing ovation and shouts of "encore!"? Are you a thespian who 
demands the spotlight? Then this drama workshop probably isn't for you. Prepare to take 
yourself not so seriously as we explore the themes of Youth Assembly through the 
medium of drama and improv and learn to express yourself theatrically, darling! 

3 Bible Studies with Simon Peters and Katherine Buckland 
If God is present in everything, all the time, what wisdom can the Bible speak to us? As a 
Holy library of texts written across different times and contexts, the Bible offers a 
fascinating opportunity for us to explore the nature and will of God as we try, in our own 
situations, using the gifts and talents we have been given, to live the life of Jesus today. 
Through reading, discussion, drama, art and other means, we’ll follow the pattern of 
Youth Assembly’s keynotes, exploring different parts of the Bible in search of wisdom on 
migration. 

4 Song Writing with Leo Roberts 
Well, we can't sing a new song until we've written a new song... so that's what we'll do! 
Bring your instruments, or your voices, and your ideas and we'll spend 90 minutes 
creating a brand new worship song on the Youth Assembly theme of One Body: We’re 
all in this together. All abilities (and none) are welcome. Enthusiasm is the key. I mean, 
how hard can it be? 

5  Prayer with Sam Richards 
Come and discover a million different ways to shift from having strong options and 
feelings to praying about the things that matter to you and God. Each workshop will be 
a practical introduction to different approaches drawn from the riches of the worldwide 
church, mining various traditions for their gold which we can forge into contemporary 
ways to connect hearts, minds and Spirit.  Come prepared to have a go and reflect on 
what might help you grow your prayer life beyond Youth Assembly. 

Your Name: …………………………………………...................................…………………………… 

(IN CAPITALS PLEASE) 



6 Go deeper with the Speaker with Simeon Mitchell 
What does it mean to be an agitator for social justice?  Delve deeper into the inspirational 
and often eccentric lives of the Old Testament prophets, and discover what lengths they 
went to, to bring God’s message to their communities.  You will then have a chance to 
reflect on the issues that matter to you and what fires you up to ‘go and be prophetic’, 
and to spend some time working creatively on a practical response. 

7  ‘Wherever I lay my hat ….’ with John Sanderson 
This workshop on homelessness will be a mix of creating and reflecting – firstly we will 
create some cardboard shelters in the grounds of the centre and then, as we hear some 
stories of those who live on the streets of our towns and cities, we will spend time 
reflecting on the challenges they face.   

8 Exploring the hostile environment and its effect on refugees and asylum 
seekers with Tom Hackett & Victoria Turner

• What does it mean to be a refugee or asylum seeker in the UK today?

• What problems do they face?
In this workshop we will explore the experiences of refugees and asylum seekers in the 
UK and how their lives are made difficult by the current hostile environment. Through 
stories, games and discussions we will explore what we as Christians can do to help.  

9 Voices from the Community: Listening and Responding with Karen Campbell 
In this workshop we will spend time identifying the voices around us in our respective 
communities - who is whispering/shouting/screaming?  Who do we listen to?  Who do 
we hear if we listen more carefully?  And how might it feel to stand in the other's shoes?  

Through a combination of individual and group activities, pictures and words, we will 
listen for God's voice, and (hopefully) be inspired to add our own voices through 
meaningful responses - both in the workshop, and when we return to our homes. 
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Please mark your choices in order of preference (1, 2, 3): 

One Body: One Church (Sunday AM) 

Workshop Preference 

1 Craft with Ruth White 
Come and reflect on your own identity in a creative way. Use the resources provided to 
create something unique and personal or even something to give to others to encourage 
and develop their thinking. 

2 Drama with Steven Mitchell 
Do you see your name in lights? Can you hear the adoring audience celebrate your work 
with a ten minute standing ovation and shouts of "encore!"? Are you a thespian who 
demands the spotlight? Then this drama workshop probably isn't for you. Prepare to take 
yourself not so seriously as we explore the themes of Youth Assembly through the 
medium of drama and improv and learn to express yourself theatrically, darling! 

3 Bible Study with Alex Clare-Young, Simon Peters and Katherine Buckland 
We will look closely at texts of terror and blessing for LGBT+ people, considering 
theologies of identity and personhood from the perspective of a pansexual, 
transmasculine person. There will also be an opportunity to explore how each of us might 
creatively que(e)ry interpretations of God’s Word. Be ready to question, explore and 
create in a safe, but also challenging, space. This workshop is open to people of all 
identities who would like to explore what God’s Word might say about gender and 
sexuality today. 

4 Song Writing with Leo Roberts 
Well, we can't sing a new song until we've written a new song... so that's what we'll do! 
Bring your instruments, or your voices, and your ideas and we'll spend 90 minutes 
creating a brand new worship song on the Youth Assembly theme of One Body: We’re 
all in this together. All abilities (and none) are welcome. Enthusiasm is the key. I mean, 
how hard can it be? 

5  Prayer with Sam Richards 
Come and discover a million different ways to shift from having strong options and 
feelings to praying about the things that matter to you and God. Each workshop will be 
a practical introduction to different approaches drawn from the riches of the worldwide 
church, mining various traditions for their gold which we can forge into contemporary 
ways to connect hearts, minds and Spirit.  Come prepared to have a go and reflect on 
what might help you grow your prayer life beyond Youth Assembly. 

Your Name: …………………………………………...................................…………………………… 

(IN CAPITALS PLEASE) 



 

6 Go deeper with the Speaker with Alex Clare-Young & Kirsty Mabbott  
During this session we will unpack the issues around gender and sexuality in four main 
veins; two of which focus on why it is an issue and two which focus upon why it isn’t an 
issue. We will then look at telling our own stories with a variety of different techniques 
and finish with finding a Bible verse which enables us individually to feel empowered and 
strengthened in our personhood. 
 

 

 

7  Photowalk with Alison Greaves & Isaac Harvey 
Prayer and reflection doesn't have to be whilst we have our eyes are closed, hands 
together as in silence.... Sometimes a loud concert or a good conversation is just as good. 
If you fancy a wander round The National Arboretum (the UKs national war memorial for 
all modern wars) for some time to reflect on our theme One body, then join us. There 
will be a trail for a more structured wander or an opportunity to explore the Arboretum 
in your own style. With beautiful scenery, it’s a great opportunity to take pictures and 
videos to focus your thoughts. Our aim is to create a video of all our pictures and footage 
that can be used to aid and focus prayer. So if you fancy getting out and about and taking 
some snaps come along. Wrap up warm it may be a little chilly, it is January in Britain 
after all. 
 

 

 

8 One Body – Many Opinions? with Hannah Jones 
It can be difficult disagreeing with anyone but when what you disagree on feels like a 
personal insult how do we overcome this? How do we still love them (as per Jesus’ 
instructions)? This workshop we’ll be exploring ways to bring up big discussions within 
churches in a safe and understanding environment, and how to deal with disagreements 
safely and with love. It’ll be a discussion style workshop with a lot of debate! 

 

 

 

9 Celebrate Diversity with Maria Mills 
Describe what diversity looks like, what characteristics do we identify in people as diverse 
and why?  What are the advantages to society of having a diverse population?  What 
cultural shifts have occurred as a result of becoming a diverse population?  How do we 
celebrate that diversity in a way which encompasses many cultures and links it to 
traditional British lifestyle?  What do we need to do to encourage and recognise diversity 
in a time of political instability?  How do we manage situations where there is a resistance 
to integration into British society, either from those relocating or those who are native 
to the country?  I hope that this will be a spring board into discussion. 
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URC Youth is for life – not just Youth Assembly! 
 
We would love to be able to connect you to the things that matter to you, and to other members of URC 
Youth who share your passions. 
 
Please select your areas of interest (indicate preference using 1,2,3)   
 
By doing this you are giving us permission to contact you with opportunities and information about these 
areas between now and the next Youth Assembly (see our privacy statement https://www.urc.org.uk/faqs) 
 

 

Area of interest Preference 

Worship 
Interested in music, singing, prayer, leading worship, writing hymns, writing prayers, 
helping develop worship resources, etc. 

 

 

Ecumenical  
Interested in developing links with other churches, working together in partnership 
towards shared goals, sharing experiences, etc. 

 

 

International 
Interested in developing link with other countries, supporting young Christians around 
the world, sharing experiences, etc. 

 

 

Social Justice 
Interested in political issues, local/national, want to campaign and make a difference, 
etc. 

 

 

Global Issues 
Interested in peace, international development, etc. 

 

 

Ecology 
Interested in ‘green’ issues, climate change, conservation, etc. 

 

 

Equality and Diversity 
Interested in addressing issues effecting those disadvantaged or excluded in church and 
public life, working towards inclusion of all, etc. 

 

 

Children’s and Youth Work 
Interested in working with children and young people, training, leadership, etc. 

 

 

 

 

Your Name: …………………………………………...................................…………………………… 

(IN CAPITALS PLEASE) 



Please also indicate if you are/have been connected with: 
 

PILOTS 
 

 

Girl Guiding 
 

 

Scouting 
 

 

Girls Brigade  
 

 

Boys Brigade 
 

 

Other youth group etc 
 

 

 
 
Other interests and passions you would like to share with URC Youth: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANK YOU!!! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Return by email to:  children.youth@urc.org.uk  
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