
Gift s of joy
Activitie�

Bible story – gift s of joy 
(Adapted from the International Children’s Bible)

Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea during the time when 
Herod was king. Aft er Jesus was born, some wise ones (or Magi) from the 
east came to Jerusalem. They asked, ‘Where is the baby who was born to be 
the king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east. We came to worship him.’

When King Herod heard about this new king, he was troubled. And all 
the people in Jerusalem were worried too. Herod called a meeting of 
all the leading priests and teachers of the law. He asked them where 
the Christ would be born. They answered, ‘In the town of Bethlehem in 
Judea. The prophet, Micah wrote about this in the Scriptures: “But you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you are important among the rulers of 
Judah. A ruler will come from you. He will be like a shepherd for my people, 
the Israelites.”’

Then Herod had a secret meeting with the wise ones from the east. He 
learned from them the exact time they fi rst saw the star. Then Herod sent 
them to Bethlehem, saying ‘Go and look carefully to fi nd the child. When 
you fi nd him, come tell me. Then I can go worship him too.’

The wise ones heard the king and then left . They saw the same star they 
had seen in the east. It went before them until it stopped above the place 
where the child was. When the wise ones saw the star, they were fi lled 
with joy. They went to the house where the child was and saw him with his 
mother, Mary. They bowed down and worshiped the child. They opened the 
gift s they brought for him. They gave him treasures of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. But God warned the wise ones in a dream not to go back to 
Herod. So they went home to their own country by a diff erent way.
International Children’s Bible® Copyright© 1986, 1988, 1999, 2015 by Tommy Nelson™, a division of Thomas Nelson.

Watch and listen
Cartoon by Saddleback Kids: www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zk1LhnqROCM
What gift s will you bring by children at Pursue God Kids: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEhaEu57KuM

Dance and sing
Joy Joy Joy Joy Down In My Heart: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=imK7pAMf61E
O come all Ye faithful - 5 strings fl ash mob: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=XI2c9yptr4U

Epiphany Kings cake
The Epiphany Kings Cake is a tradition in lots 
of diff erent countries and can be made in 
several diff erent ways. Here is a typical and 
fairly easy recipe. The tradition is to hide a 
small token, even a little fi gurine of a baby, in 
the cake and the person whose slice contains 
that token becomes king or queen for the day! (Do be careful, however, 
that nobody fi nds the token by choking on it! It may be better to use a 
jelly baby) 

A crown cake fi t for a king

You will need:
• 300g  butter, soft ened
• 500g  white sugar
• 6 eggs
• 600g  plain fl our
• 3 teaspoon baking powder
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 1 1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
• 180ml  milk

1. Grease and fl our a ring pan. 
You can also put a tin in the 
middle of a round cake tin 
to get a ring eff ect. Do not 
preheat oven.

2. In a medium bowl, mix fl our, 
baking powder and salt. 
Set aside.

3. In a large bowl, cream butter 
and sugar until light and fl uff y. 
Add eggs one at a time, mixing 
well each time. Add vanilla.

4. Add fl our mixture alternately 
with milk. Beat until smooth. 
Pour batter into cake tin.

5. Place cake into cold oven, 
set the temperature to 175 
degrees C / gas mark 4 and 
bake for 60 to 90 minutes, 
or until toothpick inserted 
into centre of cake comes out 
clean. Cool before glazing.

Glaze:
• 2 tsp. butter, melted
• 300g  icing sugar
• 2 tbsp milk
• 1/2 tsp vanilla extract

6. To prepare the glaze, mix 
in a bowl with a spoon, 
melted butter with icing 
sugar, milk, and vanilla 
until blended and a thick 
drizzling consistency, 
adding a few more drops 
of milk if necessary. Spoon 
over crown of cake. 

7. Decorate with gumdrops 
or anything sweet and 
colourful.

Jar of joy
1. Cut the sheet of purple paper into seven 

long strips.

2. JOY is found in giving and receiving. Each day invite someone in 
your household or wider family (by phone/email/social media) 
to share a JOY – write it on the strip of purple paper and put it 
in the jar.

3. What has been your greatest source of joy?

4. Why not take out all the HOPEs and JOYs from your jar, read 
them and turn them into a paper chain by making them into 
inter-locking connected loops using a stapler, glue or tape to 
stick them? Hang this somewhere in your home as a reminder 
of this season of hope and joy.

For more stories, prayers, activities, craft s 
and challenges on the same theme, visit 
www.urc.org.uk/families-on-faith-adventures 
on Thursday and download our weekly magazine.

       Joyful chatter

Conversation starters around the theme – ideal for daily chit 
chat over meals or with others beyond your household.

During Epiphany we remember how the wise ones brought their 
gift s to Jesus.
• What gift s and talents do you have?
• What gift s and talents do you appreciate in each other?
• What opportunities can you take to develop a gift  or talent 

in 2021?
• What opportunities can you take to share a gift  or talent to 

benefi t others?
• How might you thank God for your gift s and talents?
• How might you make a diff erence through using your gift  

or talent?
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I wonder why we 
sometimes assume the 
wise ones were kings?



Time to refl ect
Hold the crown – the symbol of royalty.
The wise ones are looking for a 
new king – Jesus help us to look for 
you in our world.
The wise ones bring gift s for a king 
– Jesus help us to give you our best.

Jesus is sometimes called the servant-king, the king of love 
or the prince of peace.  
Decorate the crown with words, images, patterns, colours 
using pens, paint, collage or any other means to express your 
understanding of Jesus.  
You might like to use this to help you pray in the future.

Hope and Joy for 2021
Use the sheet enclosed to create some New Year bunting!  
Decorate the triangles with patterns and colour. Find some string 
or ribbon, cut out the triangles, and fold the top edge over. Attach 
them to the string or ribbon with sticky tape, using a stapler, or by 
a simple stitch. Hang this somewhere in your home to encourage 
you to fi nd hope and joy in the year ahead, or give it to a friend or 
neighbour. You can download the template to make more from: 
www.urc.org.uk/joy

Daily challenge
Our Walking the Way challenge is a challenge to 
help us remember that Jesus is with us every day 
and everywhere and to build things into our daily 
lives to help us walk the Jesus way.

You may think that the time for giving gift s is over, but on Epiphany (6 
January) we remember that the wise ones brought gift s to Jesus. I am 
sure that there are people you know who would appreciate knowing 
that you’re thinking of them during these dark wintery days. Can you 
think of something you can give – maybe make them a cake (use one of 
our recipes) or write them a letter? Maybe you have received a gift  this 
Christmas which means you could donate something else to a charity 
shop that you no longer need.

Puzzle  Name the Christmas carols:

O… I. R… D….. C…

A... I. A M…..

L….. D…..

S…... N….

W…. S…….. W…... T…. F….. B. N….

Week 1  

Each ‘I wonder’ should go in a thought bubble of that week’s colour and 
be scattered through the resource 

 

I wonder how the prophets knew what to say and do?  

I wonder whether we have prophets today?  

I wonder whether you can help share a message of hope and joy?  

I wonder how many prophets you can name?  

 

 

 

Walking the Way challenge:  

Our Walking the Way challenge is a challenge to help us remember 
that Jesus is with us every day and everywhere and to build things into 
our daily lives to help us walk the Jesus way.  

It is the beginning of Advent, a time of waiting hopefully, a time of 
getting ready. We often think about a dark world waiting for the 
coming of light. Each time you switch a light on today, pause for a moment before you flip that 
switch and make it a special moment when you think of God’s great gift. Can you do something each 
day this week to brighten someone else’s day?  

 

 

Jar of Hope  
• Find an empty jar or container (if possible a clear one) - and put 
the Jar of HOPE label on the front - keep the gold pen in here so you 
know where it is!! 
• HOPE is like lighting a candle in the dark 
• Each day invite someone in your household or wider family (by 
phone/email/social media) to share a HOPE - write it on a strip of 
yellow paper and put it in the jar 
• What are you hoping will come true at this time? 

 

 

For more stories, prayers, activities, crafts and challenges on the 
same theme, visit https://urc.org.uk/families-on-faith-
adventures on Thursday and download our weekly magazine.  

 

W. T…. K…. O. O….. A..

R…... T.. R.. N…. R…….

O. C... A.. Y. F…….

T.. F…. N…..

J.. T. T.. W….

Can you spot the odd one out?

Fun together
Guess who with a diff erence. You will need some paper, a bag of 
chocolates or other goodies to share. 
Give everyone enough pieces of paper so they have one for every 
member of the family or household. All secretly write or draw a 
promise of something you will do to help each person, then fold up and 
write or draw a clue to who it is for on the outside (eg pair of glasses 
or favourite toy). Maybe you’ll help them do the washing up, or mend 
a toy for them, or give them a nice hand massage. Now put all the slips 
and chocolates in a box and pass it round. Take turns to pick out a slip 
and guess who it is for – then give the promise and a chocolate to that 
person.  Keep going until all have been handed out. People can then 
‘cash in’ their promises over the next few weeks.

Christmas crowns – you could wear these for 
a special Epiphany meal!
Paper crown
You will need:
Paper – you could use coloured paper, thick 
wrapping paper, wallpaper or thin card. If 
you have a paper hat from a used Christmas 
cracker, that would be fi ne too; materials for decorating your crown 
such as paper, recycled sparkles from wrapping; sweet packaging 
or coloured paper or recycled Christmas gift  tags, or cards.

Instructions:
1. Placing your paper horizontally, fold in 

half cut then cut the pattern above so 
you end up with two pieces.

2. Stick the two pieces together to form one long piece and join 
ends to form a circle – fi t to suit head size. If needed make a 
third piece of paper crown to fi t a fuller head.

3. Decorate to make your crown look really rich!

A pipe cleaner crown
You will need:
Pipe cleaners; wired Ribbon (optional); beads

Instructions:
1. Create a circle of pipe cleaners to form a 

head band. Alternatively you could use a 
hairband and wrap it in pipe cleaners or shiny ribbon.

2. Fold six pipe cleaners in half and decorate by threading beads 
onto them.

3. Attach the V shaped pipe cleaners to the head band, spacing 
them our evenly, either by twisting into place or by gluing with 
a strong glue and then join them together using pipe cleaners 
in a diff erent colour to give it more stability.

Christmas Crowns – you could wear these for a special Epiphany meal!  

Paper Crowns: 

You will need: paper – you could use coloured paper, thick wrapping paper, wallpaper or thin card.      

                           If you have a paper hat from a used Christmas cracker, that would be fine too. 

                           Materials for decorating your crown such as paper, recycled sparkles from wrapping,  

                           sweet packaging or coloured paper or recycled Christmas gift tags, or cards.  

What you do:  

•Placing your paper horizontally, fold in half cut then cut the 
pattern above so you end up with two pieces. 
 

•Stick the two pieces together to form one long piece and join 
ends to form a circle – fit to suit head size. If needed make a 
third piece of paper crown to fit a fuller head.  

•Decorate to make your crown look really rich!  

 

  

A  pipe cleaner crown. 

You will need: 

 Pipe cleaners  

 Wired Ribbon ( optional)  

Beads 

What you do:  

Create  a circle of pipe cleaners to form a head band. Alternatively you could use a hairband and 
wrap it in pipe cleaners or shiny ribbon.  

Fold 6 pipe cleaners in half and decorate by threading beads onto them 

Attach the V shaped pipe cleaners 
to the head band, spacing them 
our evenly, either by twisting into 
place or by gluing with a strong 
glue  and  then join them together 
using pipe cleaners in a different 
colour to give it more stability. 

Christmas Crowns – you could wear these for a special Epiphany meal!  

Paper Crowns: 

You will need: paper – you could use coloured paper, thick wrapping paper, wallpaper or thin card.      

                           If you have a paper hat from a used Christmas cracker, that would be fine too. 

                           Materials for decorating your crown such as paper, recycled sparkles from wrapping,  

                           sweet packaging or coloured paper or recycled Christmas gift tags, or cards.  

What you do:  

•Placing your paper horizontally, fold in half cut then cut the 
pattern above so you end up with two pieces. 
 

•Stick the two pieces together to form one long piece and join 
ends to form a circle – fit to suit head size. If needed make a 
third piece of paper crown to fit a fuller head.  

•Decorate to make your crown look really rich!  

 

  

A  pipe cleaner crown. 

You will need: 

 Pipe cleaners  

 Wired Ribbon ( optional)  

Beads 

What you do:  

Create  a circle of pipe cleaners to form a head band. Alternatively you could use a hairband and 
wrap it in pipe cleaners or shiny ribbon.  

Fold 6 pipe cleaners in half and decorate by threading beads onto them 

Attach the V shaped pipe cleaners 
to the head band, spacing them 
our evenly, either by twisting into 
place or by gluing with a strong 
glue  and  then join them together 
using pipe cleaners in a different 
colour to give it more stability. 

Christmas Crowns – you could wear these for a special Epiphany meal!  

Paper Crowns: 

You will need: paper – you could use coloured paper, thick wrapping paper, wallpaper or thin card.      

                           If you have a paper hat from a used Christmas cracker, that would be fine too. 

                           Materials for decorating your crown such as paper, recycled sparkles from wrapping,  

                           sweet packaging or coloured paper or recycled Christmas gift tags, or cards.  

What you do:  

•Placing your paper horizontally, fold in half cut then cut the 
pattern above so you end up with two pieces. 
 

•Stick the two pieces together to form one long piece and join 
ends to form a circle – fit to suit head size. If needed make a 
third piece of paper crown to fit a fuller head.  

•Decorate to make your crown look really rich!  

 

  

A  pipe cleaner crown. 

You will need: 

 Pipe cleaners  

 Wired Ribbon ( optional)  

Beads 

What you do:  

Create  a circle of pipe cleaners to form a head band. Alternatively you could use a hairband and 
wrap it in pipe cleaners or shiny ribbon.  

Fold 6 pipe cleaners in half and decorate by threading beads onto them 

Attach the V shaped pipe cleaners 
to the head band, spacing them 
our evenly, either by twisting into 
place or by gluing with a strong 
glue  and  then join them together 
using pipe cleaners in a different 
colour to give it more stability. 

Make your own wise person

Make your own wise person, either by colouring our version and 
gluing it onto thin card, or drawing your own. Remember, it does 
not have to be a man – the Bible wasn’t specifi c!

 

Make your own Mary, either by colouring our version and gluing it onto thin card, or drawing your own. We often 
see her dressed in blue but that doesn’t mean that was what she actually wore. You can choose any colour you like. 
Remember her clothes probably wouldn’t be bright rich colours as she was from a poor family. When she got the 
news, she will have remembered the prophesy she will have heard from the scriptures.  

 

Make your own 
wise person, 
either by 
colouring our 
version and gluing 
it onto thin card, 
or drawing your 
own. Remember, 
it does not have to 
be a man – the 
Bible wasn’t 
specific!  

I wonder what they 

expected to find at the 

end of their journey?

I wonder why King 
Herod was worried 
about a baby king?


