
Sharing the joy
Activitie�

Bible story – sharing the joy 
(Adapted from the International Children’s Bible)

That night, some shepherds were in the fi elds nearby watching their sheep. 
Suddenly, an angel of the Lord stood before them. The glory of the Lord 
was shining around them, and they became very frightened. The angel said 
to them, ‘Don’t be afraid because I am bringing you some good news. 
It will be a joy to all the people. Today your Saviour was born in David’s 
town. He is Christ, the Lord. This is how you will know him: you will fi nd a 
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’

Then a very large group of angels from heaven joined the fi rst angel. All 
the angels were praising God, saying: ‘Give glory to God in heaven, and on 
earth let there be peace to the people who please God.’

Then the angels left  the shepherds and went back to heaven. 
The shepherds said to each other, ‘Let us go to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has happened. We will see this thing the Lord told us about.’
So the shepherds went quickly and found Mary and Joseph. And the 
shepherds saw the baby lying in a feeding box.

Then they told others what the angels had said about this child. Everyone 
was amazed when they heard what the shepherds said to them. Mary hid 
these things in her heart; she continued to think about them. Then the 
shepherds went back to their sheep, praising God and thanking him for 
everything that they had seen and heard. It was just as the angel had 
told them.
International Children’s Bible® Copyright© 1986, 1988, 1999, 2015 by Tommy Nelson™, a division of Thomas Nelson.

Watch and listen
Cartoon by Saddleback kids: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=TJIC57EvYFo
Shout for Joy by children at Pursue God Kids: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=kuzowcyfNUo

Dance and sing
All the angels sing by Doug Horley: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=1j9VXnHC-u0
Singing with the Angels by Vineyard Worship:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6fUpINc-SI

Spread the message to the world
You will need: 
• A green piece of card;
• A piece of ribbon or lace;
• Newsprint or old Christmas cards;
• Glitter.

Instructions: 
1. Cut the card into a luggage label shape. 

Write a message which shares the joy of the Christmas message 
with someone. You could use newsprint to put together into 
words, or cut words from old Christmas cards, or even design 
your own. You could use the gold pen in this pack.

2. You can decorate this on the opposite side too – maybe using 
some old Christmas cards if you wish.

3. You might choose to add some other decoration too, maybe a bit 
of glitter to show how special this news is.

4. Make a hole in the pointed end of your luggage label and create 
a hanging loop using some lace or ribbon.

Clothes-peg sheep
You will need:
• Card – recycled is fi ne;
• Clothes pegs;
• Shepherd template or draw your own;
• Wool, cotton wool, glue, scissors and colouring pens.

Instructions:
1. Draw a simple sheep shape onto your card.

2. Next attach clothes pegs to the bottom to make legs.

3. You can attach a piece of wool to the pegs on the back of your 
sheep and then wind around your card sheep’s body and draw 
a face. Or you can attach peg legs and use cotton wool to form 
your lamb’s fl eece.
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Clothes-peg sheep and shepherd 

You will need:  card – recycled is fine 

                            clothes pegs,  

                            shepherd template or draw your own, 
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Draw a simple sheep shape onto your card. 

Next attach clothes pegs to the bottom to make legs.  

You can attach a piece of wool to the pegs on the back of your sheep 
and  then wind around your card sheep’s body and draw face. Or you 
can attach peg legs and use cotton wool to form your lamb’s fleece. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using your shepherd template – colour and draw a 
face  and attach peg legs. You could also use 
material and wool to collage your shepherd if you 
prefer.  
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Jar of joy
1. Cut the green sheet of paper into seven 

long strips.

2. JOY grows when we share it with others.

3. Each day invite someone in your household or wider family 
(by phone/email/social media) to share a JOY – write it on the 
strip of green paper and put it in the jar.

4. Who can you share some joy with?

Fun together
Sometimes we have to be very careful how we spread a message 
and make sure we say exactly what we mean to say. Here is a bit of 
fun. Put a paper plate or a piece of paper on top of your head. Get 
one person to describe a scene from the Christmas story or their 
favourite Christmas movie and everyone try to draw the picture 
exactly as the person describes it but without moving the plate/
paper off  their head. Share together your fi nished masterpieces 
and then take turns as the describer.

       Joyful chatter

Conversation starters around the theme – ideal for daily chit 
chat over meals or with others beyond your household.

Christmas is not over. We have spent time enjoying celebrating 
Jesus’ birth; now, just like the shepherds, we need to leave the 
stable scene and go to share our joy with others.
• How can you pass on joy to others? Be brave and creative to 

bring smiles to faces outside your normal circle!
• Gratitude underpins joy – what are you thankful for? Is it 

something you can share with others?
• Who could you thank for something that brought you joy 

over Christmas?
• What might you praise and thank God for at this time?
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I wonder how the 
shepherds reacted to 
seeing an angel?



For more stories, prayers, activities, craft s 
and challenges on the same theme, visit 
www.urc.org.uk/families-on-faith-adventures 
on Thursday and download our weekly magazine.

Time to refl ect
• Cut out and make up the 

prayer cube. On fi ve of 
the faces draw people from 
the Christmas story: 
Baby Jesus, Mary & Joseph, 
Angel, Shepherd, Wise 
Person. On the sixth side, 
draw a picture including 
each member of your family 
or household.

• Sit around a table or in a circle on the 
fl oor together. Take it in turns to throw 
the dice and think about the person 
showing on the face of the dice.

• Who are they? What part did they play 
in the story? Each person is important 
and plays a special part in the Christmas 
story and can remind us of special things 
to pray for in our lives and other people’s lives.  

• Baby Jesus: God’s son – Give thanks for the birth of Jesus, his life, 
his stories, teaching, miracles, his sacrifi ce and promise of new life.

• Mary & Joseph: Parents – Give thanks for those who love and 
care for us. 

• Angel: Messenger of God – Give thanks for all the ways we hear 
God’s message of hope and joy, and ask for help to share it with 
others. 

• Wise People: Wisdom and gift s – As we learn at school, college, 
home and throughout our lives, ask for help to use the gift s and 
skills God has given us wisely and generously.

• Shepherds: Protection – Pray for those who keep watch and 
protect us including Grandparents, teachers, emergency services 
and those who pray for us. 

• Your family: You are a part of God’s story too. Ask God to be close 
to you this Christmas time and fi ll you with hope and joy. 

Week 1  

Each ‘I wonder’ should go in a thought bubble of that week’s colour and 
be scattered through the resource 

 

I wonder how the prophets knew what to say and do?  

I wonder whether we have prophets today?  

I wonder whether you can help share a message of hope and joy?  

I wonder how many prophets you can name?  

 

 

 

Walking the Way challenge:  

Our Walking the Way challenge is a challenge to help us remember 
that Jesus is with us every day and everywhere and to build things into 
our daily lives to help us walk the Jesus way.  

It is the beginning of Advent, a time of waiting hopefully, a time of 
getting ready. We often think about a dark world waiting for the 
coming of light. Each time you switch a light on today, pause for a moment before you flip that 
switch and make it a special moment when you think of God’s great gift. Can you do something each 
day this week to brighten someone else’s day?  

 

 

Jar of Hope  
• Find an empty jar or container (if possible a clear one) - and put 
the Jar of HOPE label on the front - keep the gold pen in here so you 
know where it is!! 
• HOPE is like lighting a candle in the dark 
• Each day invite someone in your household or wider family (by 
phone/email/social media) to share a HOPE - write it on a strip of 
yellow paper and put it in the jar 
• What are you hoping will come true at this time? 

 

 

For more stories, prayers, activities, crafts and challenges on the 
same theme, visit https://urc.org.uk/families-on-faith-
adventures on Thursday and download our weekly magazine.  

 

Daily challenge
Our Walking the Way challenge is a challenge 
to help us remember that Jesus is with us 
every day and everywhere and to build things 
into our daily lives to help us walk the Jesus way.

You’ve probably heard the song ‘The Twelve Days Of Christmas’ 
but I wonder whether you know that Advent is the period of 
waiting and preparation before Christmas Day and then the 
celebrations are supposed to continue for twelve days until 
Epiphany (6 January). These days remind us that the news was 
shared with rich and poor, near and far. The New Year is when we 
also think of fresh starts. Can you fi nd something to do as a new 
holy habit every day as a family? Maybe saying grace before meals, 
sharing a prayer at bedtime, reading something from the Bible, 
phoning someone who lives alone, saving a few pence to donate 
to a charity at the end of the month, or your own idea.

Joyful thanks
Cut the enclosed sheet 
in half to create a couple of thank you cards. 
Take time to think about who has brought 
you some hope or joy over Christmas. 
Write and send one of the cards to 
them! You can download more 
cards from: 
www.urc.org.uk/joy

How many words of 3 letters 
or more can you make using 
the letters in this puzzle? 
To make it a bit tougher, 
try fi nding only words that 
include the letter in the 
middle of the puzzle.
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Marshmallow sheep
I wonder whether the shepherds took the sheep with them to the 
stable or whether they left  them out there on the hillside? We 
may never know. This recipe has lots of opportunity for variation 
according to what you like to eat!

You will need: 
• Round biscuits or crackers (rich tea, 

digestives, oatcakes etc);
• Something to stick the marshmallows 

to the biscuit with ( jam, icing, chocolate 
spread, cream cheese etc);

• Mini marshmallows (you could use rolled up strips of cheese or 
chop up a cheese string if you want to make a savoury version);

• Chocolate buttons (maybe an olive or half a grape for a savoury 
alternative);

• Sugar eyes (or use writing icing to draw eyes, or a circle of 
licorice – whatever you choose).

Safety fi rst: remember to wash hands well before making food

Instructions:
1. Spread your sticky ingredient – I used jam on one and icing on 

another – all over one side of the biscuit or cracker.

2. Cover the surface of the biscuit with mini marshmallows or 
rolled up cheese as in the picture.

3. Decorate your sheep by making 
two eyes and a big round nose.

4. Use your own creativity – maybe 
you could make feet and/or 
ears for your sheep. Maybe a big 
marshmallow in the middle might 
make a long nose. Maybe you 
could use licorice to make a black 
sheep or a black and white sheep.

Recipe for week 5 – Marshmallow sheep   

I wonder whether the shepherds took the sheep with 
them to the stable or whether they left them out 
there on the hillside? We may never know. This 
recipe has lots of opportunity for variation according 
to what you like to eat!  

 

You will need:  

Round biscuits or crackers (Rich tea, digestives, 
oatcakes etc)  

Something to stick the marshmallows to the biscuit 
with ( jam, icing, chocolate spread, cream cheese etc) 

Mini marshmallows (you could use rolled up strips of 
cheese or chop up a cheese string if you want to 
make a savoury version) 

Chocolate buttons (maybe an olive or half a grape for a savoury alternative)  

Sugar eyes (or use writing icing to draw eyes, or a circle of licorice – whatever you choose)  

 

Safety first: Remember to wash hands well before making food  

 

What you do:  

Spread your sticky ingredient – I used jam on one and icing on another – all over one side of the 
biscuit or cracker.  

Cover the surface of the biscuit with mini marshmallows or rolled up cheese as in the picture.  

Decorate your sheep by making two eyes and a big round nose.  

Use your own creativity – maybe you could make feet and/or ears for your sheep. Maybe a big 
marshmallow in the middle might make a long nose. Maybe  you could use licorice to make a black 
sheep or a black and white sheep.  

 

 

Make your own shepherd

Make your own shepherd, either by colouring our version and 
gluing it onto thin card, or drawing your own. Why not cover the 
sheep with a layer of cotton wool?

 

Make your own Mary, either by colouring our version and gluing it onto thin card, or drawing your own. We often 
see her dressed in blue but that doesn’t mean that was what she actually wore. You can choose any colour you like. 
Remember her clothes probably wouldn’t be bright rich colours as she was from a poor family. When she got the 
news, she will have remembered the prophesy she will have heard from the scriptures.  

 

Make your own shepherd, either by colouring our version and gluing it onto thin card, or drawing your own. Why not 
cover the sheep with a layer of cotton wool?   

I wonder why God 
chose a stable as 
the place for a 
baby to be born?

I wonder when you 

have experienced 

joy and how you told 

others about it?

I wonder what 
persuaded the 
shepherds to leave 
their sheep and go?


