
 

9 April 2020 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Coronavirus impacts all of us. But love unites us all. 
 
I hope you are managing to stay well and cope with the challenges of the Covid-19 
pandemic. All of us are more conscious than ever of our common humanity and the 
networks of support we depend on. It is hard to recall a time when the interdependence 
between us, our partners, our supporters, and you our sponsoring churches, has been more 
tested and more vital. 
 
All of us, wherever we are in the world, are having to adapt to new ways of living and 
working whilst managing the uncertainty of a pandemic that is reaching into every aspect of 
our lives. It is not only our health, food and economic systems that are under strain, but 
significantly our spiritual resilience as well. This is true in the UK and globally. 
 
For Christian Aid, this challenge has come at the very moment our strategic realignment 
process is completing. As that takes shape, we will be able to deliver deeper and more 
sustainable impacts for the communities we serve, but in the short term we are going to be 
tested. 
 
In that context, as we began to reflect on the message we want to share with our 
supporters, we reached instinctively to the heart of our shared faith in the risen Jesus: love 
never fails.  
 
That affirmation is especially resonant for us. Our work presents us with daily examples of 
the desperate impacts of injustice on the poorest and most vulnerable. So often we feel 
entirely powerless. What sustains and inspires us in these times is the witness of the 
communities we work with where time and again at moments when all hope seems lost, the 
courage of individuals and communities rises up.  
 
That was especially true in the Ebola epidemics in Sierra Leone and more recently in DRC 
where health workers and others routinely put themselves at risk to protect the lives of 
others, just as is happening now in the UK.  
 
We learned some important lessons from our partners during those crises. In particular, the 
vital role that churches and faith-based organisations played in enabling communities to 
work together. It also brought home how what starts as a health emergency ruthlessly 
reveals wider underlying injustices, creating devastating social and economic impacts. For 
that reason, we have immediately launched the Coronavirus Emergency Appeal to provide 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/coronavirus-emergency-appeal


the support we know vulnerable communities and front-line aid workers in the global south 
will need. 
 
Looking at the bigger picture, our support for our global partners depends directly on our 
ability to fundraise. Christian Aid Week is, as you know, our flagship event. Last year we 
raised £7.5M which has been vital to our global work.  
 
We are seriously concerned about how the current restrictions and the specific challenges 
churches are facing themselves will impact on our income at a moment when it is needed 
more than ever to help those we serve. Our practical and urgent challenge, where we need, 
please, your help and support, is in enabling our supporting churches to fundraise 
effectively during Christian Aid Week so we can continue to support our global partners 
when they need us more than ever  
 
We will be inviting churches to participate online and will move some of our normal 
fundraising events to the autumn. Your advice, please, on how you could help us to highlight 
the importance of Christian Aid Week, and resource churches to hold virtual Christian Aid 
Week services would make a real difference. 
 
Please do get in touch if you would be willing to support us, and do let me know how we can 
support you. This is a time when we are all called to stand together. 
 
In the meantime, I pray that our Easter celebration refreshes the heart of our faith and 
reminds us that at the moment of greatest vulnerability and weakness, at the very moment 
when all feels lost, love rises up. May this give us and our world the courage and resolve we 
need to work for the dignity of every person and ensure no one is left behind. 
 
 
Every blessing, 

 
Amanda Khozi Mukwashi 
Chief Executive Officer 
 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week

