
Report of the Visit to Malawi by Mrs Derrie Lizi & Revd Susan Flynn 

This visit was made in the 10th year of the Mersey URC global partnership with Churches of 

Christ in Malawi (CCM) and was made possible by a grant from Belonging to the World 

Church. Susan’s visit was from 18th August to 11th September 2015 and I flew out on 29th 

August to join her for 13 days.  

The purpose of the visit was to assess progress on the key 2015 priorities identified by the 

Synod Malawi Task Group for the Mersey URC Synod global partnership with Churches of 

Christ in Malawi. 

1. Namiwawa Synod Visit 

The visit to Namiwawa Synod was made on 3rd September 2015 and included attendance at 

the Women’s Convention. It was encouraging to meet one of the two first female minister 

graduates who had just completed her course at Emmanuel Theological College in Lilongwe. 

She was to start a one year mentorship at Balaka. Her colleague was being posted to Zomba  

    

We were also able to 

speak with the 

Namiwawa Synod 

Chair Woman, Nellie 

Bulla, about a possible 

visit by two CCM 

women in 216. It is thought that it would be good to have women who haven’t been to the 

UK previously. They should be able to converse in English and to represent the views of 

other women so that they may be able to make contribution to a review of the partnership 

if this is appropriate.  

We also had a chance to meet Lonjezo Makuwirah, who is funded by the Synod to 

undertake a 4 year Theology course in Zomba Theological College. He reported that he had 

passed all his first year exam papers and looking forward to the forthcoming year. Susan 

subsequently received a phone call from the Deputy Principal who confirmed Lonjezo’s 

progress and that he would make a good minister.  

There had been no progress on the Women’s mini centre since Susan’s visit in March. The 

main reason was that the building was still occupied by a teacher and his family. However, 

we were assured by Nellie Bulla and the Head Teacher that he would be leaving within a few 

days.  We were shown around the inside of the building and there are five rooms giving 

potential for future use. Nellie Bulla reported that she had plans for the centre and would 

send them to us in the near future. The next thing to be done was to make bricks for the 

kitchen and toilets.  Nellie thanked the Synod for the grants received so far and assured us 



that they will work hard to supplement it for the project but would welcome any more 

assistance the Synod could make. 

2. Soche East Churches of Christ Visit and CCM Women’s Centre ; 1st September 2015 

  CCM Women’s centre 

    

We visited Soche East Church of Christ site which also has the Women’s centre. It was good 

to learn that the women are able to hire out the hall at the centre for functions like 

weddings in order to raise funds for the two synods. I also found out that the kitchen is 

hired out from Monday to Friday for a nursery school. We made comments about the 

maintenance of the building as this was less than ideal.  

The visit to the Soche East centre also gave me the opportunity to have a discussion about 

the Churches of Christ in Malawi with the Minister and his wife who took me for the tour of 

the church. Revd Gift Kamwende gave me the history of the two Synods and the current 

challenges they are facing. This and the rest of the visit gave me a good picture of the 

structure of the Churches of Christ in Malawi and will be useful information to have as a 

member of the Mersey Synod Task group. 

I was able to see Women Empowerment mission in action. Susan ran a sewing workshop for 

to six women from Soche East and the Ndirande groups how to make a customised bag that 

has been commissioned by the SOKO fund. This is a Scottish charity that provides female 

university scholarships for financially needy girls in Malawi. These two groups normally 

meet in CCM premises and involve CCM women. The Chilomoni Sewing group comprises 

Catholic women and meets in the former Catholic Church. All the groups have women who 

are socio-economically disadvantaged and who benefit from the sale of the products that 

they make. As a Chifundo Trustee, I was able to join in a Team Building meeting, a Capacity 

Building Workshop and a business meeting of the Trustees on 4th and 5th September. On 

Sunday 6th September we worshipped at Soche East and I was able to present some 

inflatable balls for the women to use for their exercises. Afterwards the Chanasa women 

gathered to have a snack lunch with their mini bus fares being paid so that they could 

attend the 2nd Chanasa AGM. Mrs Judith Chirwa the new Chair Woman presented the Group 

Leaders with irons provided by Chifundo UK, the sister charity. The funding for this was 

made possible by Chifundo UK the sister charity organisation to Chinasa in Malawi. 

3. Gowa Synod Mission visit 



On 8th September we visited Gowa Synod centre near Ntcheu in the Central region of 

Malawi. I was taken for the tour of the Mission including a visit to the Health Clinic by Revd 

Suya. The health clinic is basic but offers both outpatient and inpatient maternity and 

general health services, which is a challenge for a single handed trained professional – a 

retired nurse midwife. Revd Suya pointed out that attracting trained staff was their main 

challenge as the place was remote and the young professionals prefer to go to larger places 

in towns. However, he was hoping to attract them with the two beautiful houses he has 

built with funds he sourced from a well-wisher with his business plan. We presented the 

maternity wing with our gifts of fish and chip outfits and soap that were received with 

gratitude. 

  

Health centre at Gowa Synod, Maternity wing & the newly built Staff house 

We visited the Women’s Mini Centre building which is being renovated. The windows and 

doors have been replaced and the next piece of work is to divide the large room. The plan is 

to have a room for the Tailoring shop, room for Adult Literacy class, a nursery area and a 

tuckshop. Like the Namiwawa Synod, they are grateful for the grants received so far and 

they will work hard to supplement it for the project but would welcome any more 

assistance the Synod could make. They mentioned that they needed funding for iron sheets 

to be used for roofing, desks for the Adult literacy class and sewing machines for the 

project. Locally, the group are looking to source bricks, sand and their transportation to the 

project site. At a committee meeting, they reported that when the centre was completed, it 

would house the nursery that is currently run in the church and a tailor who can train and 

help to form a sewing group.  It was thought that the adult literacy classroom could be used 

for drop out girls who wish to get back to the school system, in addition to using it for the 

literacy classes. 

  

Gowa Synod mini centre 



4. Report on the Dr Harry Potter Scholars 

Susan was able to visit the two Dr Harry Potter Scholars at Lilongwe University of Agriculture 

and Natural Resources. Isaac had finished his final exams and was looking for a job. He went 

on an internship in the north of Malawi while he waited to hear about applications and any 

interviews.  

Rodoviko was on a 6 week placement at the Four Seasons. When he had finished he 

planned to visit his family with the new academic year starting on 5th October.  

5. Spirituality Study Booklet 

The Mersey Synod had sent £500 to the Assemblies of God as a significant contribution 

towards the printing costs of 1000 copies of the Spirituality Study Booklet produced by 

women from both countries. Unfortunately there has been a problem in the transfer of the 

money and Susan spent time obtaining information from the Mersey Synod Treasurer, 

telephoning and emailing so that the issue could be resolved.  

6. Training Needs of Gertrude Kasonga  

On our visit to Gowa Mission, Susan discussed Gertrude’s training needs with Revd Suya. 

Gertrude had requested funding for 10 modules of study with the Assemblies of God. 

However, there are ministers, including Revd Suya who believes that it would be better for 

her to do a year’s training at Zomba Theological College. Susan suggested to Revd Suya and 

to Gertrude that it might be good for them to have a discussion about her training needs. 

She is currently a teacher and it might be possible for her to have leave of absence so that 

she would receive an income whilst she trains (as Elizabeth is doing) or she could resign and 

take up full time study but would need a grant.   

Conclusion: Although a challenging programme, I found the experience well worth it. I now 

have a better understanding of the Churches of Christ in Malawi and our Global Partnership. 

It should be really helpful for me as a member of the Mersey Synod Malawi Task Group and 

for when I give presentations and talks. I am grateful for the BWC funding which with the 

financial contribution from the Synod, Susan and myself and Chifundo UK made the visit 

possible. It has been good to be supported by the Mersey Synod in this way.  

Derrie Lizi   30th September 2015 

 

 

 

 


