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Study of Same Sex Marriage Discussions within the URC: Project Information Sheet 

 

I am a student at Sarum College, which is affiliated to The University of Winchester, studying for a 

degree in Theology Imagination and Culture, and the research project described below forms part of 

this course.  I am collecting information about how United Reformed Churches have responded to 

the pronouncement at URC General Assembly on July 9th 2016 permitting individual URC 

congregations to allow same sex marriages to be conducted in their churches.  I am therefore inviting 

you to take part in this project called ‘Study of Same Sex Marriage Discussions within the URC.’  Before 

you decide to participate, it is important you understand what the project involves and what you will 

have to do. Please take time to read the following information.  Ask if anything is unclear.  Please be 

aware that taking part in the study is entirely voluntary and you are free to withdraw at any time 

without giving reason and without penalty. 

The title of my dissertation for this Masters’ Degree is:  A critical appraisal of the theological and 

cultural issues at the centre of the current same sex marriage discussions, with specific reference to 

the pronouncement advanced by the United Reformed Church at the General Assembly of 9th July 

2016. 

My dissertation aims to explore the theological arguments both in favour of, and against, same sex 
marriage.  It will document different cultural attitudes and scientific thinking about sexuality, 
especially since the work of Darwin and others on evolutionary processes challenged some of the 
original ideas about creation.  It aims to explore the concept of marriage from a range of perspectives, 
including the Christian perspective, and to examine the shifting cultural attitudes which led to the 
recent changes in UK law regarding same sex marriage.  I hope to report, as accurately as possible, 
the responses of individual United Reformed Church congregations across the denomination in the 
year following the July 2016 pronouncement and to reflect generally the situation within the 
denomination at this time and this is where the study comes in. 
 
I have consulted with Revd. John Proctor (General Secretary of the URC) about my plans and obtained 
his approval for my intentions to approach URC moderators, and – through them - church ministers 
and church secretaries for information about the number of URC congregations which have voted to 
permit same sex marriages.  The study has been approved through the procedures outlined by the 
University of Winchester Research & Knowledge Exchange Ethics Policy (para 4).  
 
I appreciate the sensitivity of this topic and the risk of personal opinions being shared inappropriately.  
There is no intention to enquire of any individual about their personal opinion on this topic and no 
individual or church will be named or identified within the dissertation, other than by reference to 
the Synod in which they operate.  The aim is to map the number of eligible churches which have 
opted to respond to the July 2016 pronouncement by taking a vote in Church Meetings, on a Synod  
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by Synod basis, and to explore some of the detail of their positions. 1  I will do this through the issue 
of a brief questionnaire. 
 
There is no expectation that any individual Church or Synod must respond.  Any moderator or 
minister/church secretary who does not wish their Synod/Church to be included in the study is free 
to say so.  All information shared will be kept securely on password protected devices and deleted 
once the dissertation is complete.  Anyone who participates in the study will be given the opportunity 
to read what has been written regarding their information before the dissertation is submitted, and 
to withdraw their information if they so wish. 
 
Any questions regarding the study should be addressed to me, Carole Allen, at: 
caroleallen28@gmail.com 
 
Any concerns about the study should be addressed to my supervisor, Colin Greene, at: 
CGreene@sarum.ac.uk 
 
Thank you, in anticipation, for your help with my studies. 
 
 

 
 
Mrs Carole Allen 

                                                             
1 In the Scottish Synod, because of the different legislation regarding marriage, I will also be investigating the 
percentage of ministers who have opted to be registered to perform same sex marriages. 
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