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1. Route 
 

Winson Green In Bloom includes the 
following streets: 
 

 Beeton Road 

 James Turner Street 

 Eva Road 

 Perrott Street  

 Foundry Road 

 Handsworth New Road 
 
The area includes Wellington Street Public 
Open Space and some notable buildings 
including:  
 

 Foundry Primary School – built in 
1883 
 

 Handsworth New Road Secondary 
School – built in 1901 and now BK 
House and Grade II Listed 
 

 Bishop Latimer Memorial Church – 
consecrated in 1904 and Grade II* 
Listed  
 

For the first year, the route also includes 
BK House and Birmingham Prison Visitors 
Centre, on the corner of Foundry Road 
and Winson Green Road 

 

 

 

Start - Bishop Latimer Community 
Garden 
 

Right to Handsworth New Road 

 BK House  

 Elim Pentecostal Church 
 

Right to Foundry Road  

 HMP Birmingham Prison Visitors 
Centre 

 

Right to James Turner Street  

 Oasis Foundry Primary Academy 
 

Right to Beeton Road & and Community 
Garden - Finish 

PROMOTING ’IN BLOOM’  
 

To promote Winson Green In Bloom we 
have held a number of events throughout 
the year starting in September with the 
Edible Gardens Open Day followed by an 
event in March to launch In Bloom and 
celebrate Big Dig Day and culminating in 
the Family Fun & Open Day at the end of 
May. We have increasingly used posters 
to promote In Bloom activities, 
encouraging people to put these up in 
public places – local shops, schools, places 
of worship etc – and in their front 
windows. We have a Facebook page for 
Bishop Latimer Community Garden. 
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2. Introduction & 
Brief History  
 

Winson Green is an inner-city area to the 
west of Birmingham city centre. Part of 
Soho Ward, it is one of four wards in 
Birmingham’s Ladywood District. The 
population of Soho Ward is culturally 
diverse and has a younger age profile than 
the city average with half the population 
aged 30 or below.  
 
A recent study of the area by Octavius 
Learning and Development Partnership 
highlighted the following:  
 

 The multicultural/multilingual nature 
of the neighbourhood. This is seen by 
many as a positive aspect of the area. 
However, assome people don’t speak 
English as their first language, this can 
be a barrier to communication 
between neighbours.  
 

 Waste management is a key concern  
 

 Finding time to commit to community 
activities and interact with neighbours 
– due to other pressures such as work, 
family, childcare etc.  

 

 Opportunities for children and young 
people, including safe places to play 
outdoors and youth provision. 

 

 

BRIEF HISTORY 
 
The name Winson or Wynesdon may be 
derived from an Anglo-Saxon personal 
name - Wine's 'duri or 'don' meaning 
Wines Hill - or alternatively it may derive 
from Winn dun meaning 'meadow hill'.  

The second part, 'green' was added in the 
Middle Ages and suggests that the land 
was common grazing for local livestock 
owners. Situated at the west end of 
Birmingham Heath, the sandy pebbly soil 
was not great for farming. In common 
with many heaths elsewhere the land was 
enclosed in the 18th century and in 1798 
much of the heath was sold as separate 
fields.  
 
Urbanisation began with a few high-class 
country houses built here away from the 
smoke of the industrial town. One such 
house, Winson House, was built by button 
manufacturer James Turner on what is 
now James Turner Street. The house was 
later occupied by Richard Tangye, who 
with his brothers started the engineering 
company Tangyes Ltd. The Birmingham 
Canal connecting Birmingham with 
Wolverhampton and the Black Country 
was completed in 1769 which prompted 
some early industrial development. 
 
In the mid nineteenth century a large part 
of the heath was used to build the 
Borough's Prison, Lunatic Asylum, 
Workhouse and Fever hospital.  
Much of the terraced housing in thearea 
dates from the late nineteenth century - a 
house on the corner of James Turner 
Street and Foundry Road is dated 1889. 
Foundry Primary School was built by the 
Birmingham School Board in 1883. 
Handsworth New Road Board School, later 
Handsworth New Road Boys Secondary, 
was built in 1901 to accommodate 1100 
children. A Grade II Listed building, the 
school closed in 1990 and has since been 
converted into residential apartments. 
Perhaps the most prominent building in 
the area is Bishop Latimer Memorial 
Church. Designed by WH Bidlake, the 
building was consecrated in 1904 and is 
now a Grade II* Listed building. 
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3. Events 
GROWING SUNFLOWERS FOR THE 50TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF BRITAIN IN BLOOM 

 

 

As with many It’s Your Neighbourhood 
groups, we were invited to grow 
Sunflowers to celebrate the 
50thAniversary of RHS Britain In Bloom. 
We received a pack of Sunflower seeds 
which were planted in pots in the 
polytunnel and then transplanted to the 
chequer-board garden. Despite much 
interest from the local slugs, enough 
survived to create a wonderful show in 
the late summer. Some of the gardeners 
also planted giant Sunflowers and how big 
did they grow!  

IT’S YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD AWARDS  
 
On September 17th 2014, Sue, Joy and 
Andrew attended the awards ceremony 
for It’s Your Neighbourhood at Henley 
Golf and Country Club. Heart of England In 
Bloom President, Les Goodman,  
presented the awards and for the second 
year we achieved a Level 3 Developing 
Award.  

EDIBLE GARDENS OPEN DAY 
The Big Dig organise an Edible Gardens 
Open Day in early autumn to encourage 
community gardens to celebrate the 

harvest - see http://www.bigdig.org.uk/. 
This year’s event took place on 20th 
September but we held our event a week 
later. 
 

 
Roshni and the 12foot high Sunflower! 
 

We took a final photo of the giant 
Sunflower before we cleared the bed. We 
hung the sunflower heads up for the birds 
to eat the seeds.  

CELEBRATION OF WINSON GREEN IN 

BLOOM CAMPAIGN 
 

 
Cheryl & Judith receiving their certificates 
 

Last year and this, we have held an 
evening event to celebrate the 
achievements of the many people within 
the community that contribute to Winson 
Green In Bloom. The event this year was 
held on 12thOctober and we presented 
certificates to all those individuals who 
took part.  
 

http://www.bigdig.org.uk/
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BIG DIG DAY – 21S MARCH 2015  

 
Sam & Barbara clearing the raised bed 

 

Once again we took part in Big Dig Day 
which this year was held on 21st March – 
http://bigdig.org.uk/Birmingham/. The event 
was well attended with 23 people taking 
part. Raised beds were cleared ready for 
the new growing season; the rockery 
planted; the trellis fence mended and the 
garden spruced up. The weather was 
perfect; lots of samosas and pakora was 
eaten; and even a Buzzard came to take a 
look! 
 

 
Gary & Sue working on the rockery 

 

 

 
 

 

FAMILY FUN DAY 
 

 

We held the now annual Family Fun Open 
Day on Sunday 31st May. This made it 
possible for representatives from the 
Seventh Day Adventist Church which 
meets at Bishop Latimer to attend. The 
event was well attended and activities 
included planting pots and hanging 
baskets for In Bloom; Face painting for 
children; and singing by the choir from the 
Seventh Day Adventist Church.  
 

 
Tia alongside the hedge she helped to plant 

 

We were also able to acknowledge Tia 
who helped to plant a hedge along the 
boundary with the vicarage – now known 
as Tia’s Hedge! There were tours of the 
garden so that local residents could see 
the developments within the garden over 
the past year.  
 

http://bigdig.org.uk/Birmingham/
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4. Community 
Gardeners 
 

 
 

Bishop Latimer Community Garden has a 
dedicated group of community gardeners 
many of whom have been involved since 
the start of the project in 2009.  
 
Each community gardener has a raised 
bed which they are responsible for 
maintaining. The community gardeners 
also help to maintain the environment of 
the garden more generally.  
 
In the late autumn and winter we organise 
regular evening sessions at the church hall 
to share knowledge, plan events, and 
engage in practical projects that will 
enhance the garden. This includes more 
mundane tasks such as washing out the 
plastic pots, to more creative projects 
such making mosaic pieces for the garden. 
For example, this year we purchased two 
benches for the garden which the 
community gardeners assembled and 
treated prior to installation.   
 
There have been changes in the 
community gardeners over time, but 
there are always new people keen to join 
their ranks and have a raised bed.   
 

 
Community Gardeners – July 2015 

 
SureStart Soho Children’s Centre 

Michelle 
Mike 
Sue 

Sonia & Jadah 
Gary 
Rhett 

Oasis Foundry Primary Academy 
Barbara 
Kaydini 
Andrew 

Sandra & Roy 
Roger 

Miller & Lorna 
Wenthly 
George 

Octavius Learning and Development 
Roshni 

Joy & Tia 
Peter 
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BIRMINGHAM PRISON AND PRISON 

VISITORS CENTRE 
As a result of an initial contact with staff 
at the Birmingham Prison Visitors Centre 
we have been able to link with both 
Birmingham Prison and BT Openreach 
Community Challenge. Through the 
visitors centre we were put in contact 
with Michael Body who works with 
individuals on a horticultural project 
within the prison. The prison has provided 
plants for hanging baskets and pots at the 
community garden and also for raised 
beds in front of the visitors centre. Neil 
Lehane from BT Openreach has been a 
regular visitor to the prison for many 
years and is now working with both 
Michael at the prison and ourselves to 
develop this three way link between 
prison, visitors centre and community 
garden.  

BT OPENREACH COMMUNITY 

CHALLENGE 

 
 

Starting this July we have had teams from 
BT Openreach Community Challenge 
working on tasks at the community 
garden. The teams have split their time – 
4 days in total - between the community 
garden, Birmingham Prison and Prison 
Visitors Centre. The teams have had a big 
impact on the community garden, as you 
will see from the photos. Tasks have 
included tidying up the entrance to the 
garden, laying a path around the herb 
spiral, clearing the woodland path, 
painting the shed and much more. We 

look forward to developing the 
relationship between the Prison, BT 
Openreach and the community garden in 
the months to come.   
 

Thanks in particular to the following staff 
from BT Openreach:  

Rick Physick BT Openreach  
First line manager 

Darren Chawner BT Openreach  
First line manager 

Tim Straw BT Openreach  
Development engineer 

Joel Regan BT Openreach  
Development engineer 

Richard Amos BT Openreach  
Development engineer 

Richard Poole BT Openreach  
Development engineer 
Ben Roe BT Openreach  
Development engineer 

Steve Parkes BT Openreach  
First line manager 

Neil Lehane BT Openreach  
Second line manager 

Chris Gadsby BT Openreach  
Development engineer 

Ben Rooke BT Openreach  
Development engineer 

Scott Sisson BT Openreach  
Development engineer 

Pete Stammers BT Openreach 
Development engineer 

Martin Gaskin BT Openreach 
Development engineer 

Roger Dawkins BT Openreach  
Engineer 
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5. Garden Wildlife 
 

 
Gatekeeper butterfly 

 
One of the purposes of the community 
garden is to promote sustainable 
gardening or gardening with nature. 
Encouraging wildlife, composting, careful 
use of water and avoiding the use of 
chemicals are all important elements to 
the garden.  
 
We continue to take part in the annual Big 
Butterfly Count which this year is from 
17th July to the 9th August 
www.bigbutterflycount.org. We have 
already submitted our count for 2015 
which included 7 species: Small 
Tortoiseshell, Small White, Comma, Large 
Skipper, Ringlet, Speckled Wood and 
Gatekeeper.  
 

 
Broad-bodied Chaser  

 

The wildlife pond is maturing and this year 
the Water Soldier flowered for the first 
time and also a Flowering Rush.  
 
Once again we had a plentiful supply of 
frog spawn, with the first spawn recorded 
on 12th March, a little bit later than 
previous years. Adult frogs are often 
encountered around the garden and we 
hope they are having an impact on 
numbers of slugs which have been a pest 
in the past.  
 
Broad bodied - and Common Darter 
Dragonflies have also been recorded in 
the garden but as yet no sign of dragonfly 
larvae in the pond. A pair of Mallard also 
began frequenting the pond in May.  
 

 
Wildlife pond 

 

More unusual bird sightings in or over the 
garden have included Coat Tits and Great 
Spotted Woodpeckers which must have 
bred nearby as they were frequent visitors 
to the new bird feeders during the 
breeding season. A Woodcock flew over 
the garden in November and fly-by Ravens 
were recorded on two occasions. Two of 
the bird boxes were once again occupied 
by Blue Tits – numbers 4 &5 this year. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/
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6. Future Plans 

GARDEN DEVELOPMENT  
 
There are a number of projects that we 
plan over the coming year:  
 

 Installation of a shade sail canopy in 
the lawn area near the garden 
entrance 

 

 Building a minibeast hotel using 
palettes and recycled materials  
 

 Introducing a bee hive to the garden 
 

We are hoping the BT Openreach 
Community Challenge teams will be able 
to help us with some of these projects. 
 
 

 

WIDER STREET SCENE 
 

With the wider street scene we have been 
exploring the possibility of introducing 
some barrel planters at various strategic 
locations around the local streets. Local 
residents would be encouraged to take 
responsibility for maintaining these.  
 

 
 
The introduction of wheelie bins has 
helped reduce the problems caused by 
people putting black bags out too soon 
and resulting spillages. However, there is 
a need for education and awareness work 
to ensure that the new system of waste 
collection and recycling works effectively. 
Some properties still have bag collections 
and this continues to cause problems with 
bag advancement and spillages etc.  
 

SOHO FIRST 
Bishop Latimer United Church and Winson 
Green Neighbourhood Forum are part of a 
wider group of local residents and 
organisations working to set up a 
Community Development Trust for the 
area. Plans are still at an early stage, but 
we are to receive support through the 
First Steps programme to create a 
community action plan for Soho Ward.  


