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Ecclesiastes 3:1– 14  
3 For everything there is a season, and a time for every 
matter under heaven: 
 
2 
a time to be born, and a time to die; 

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
3 
a time to kill, and a time to heal; 

a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
4 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 

a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
5 
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones 

together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
6 
a time to seek, and a time to lose; 

a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
7 
a time to tear, and a time to sew; 

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
8 
a time to love, and a time to hate; 

a time for war, and a time for peace. 
 

The God-Given Task 
9 
What gain have the workers from their toil? 

10 
I have seen 

the business that God has given to everyone to be busy 
with. 

11 
He has made everything suitable for its time; 

moreover, he has put a sense of past and future into their 
minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from the 
beginning to the end. 

12 
I know that there is nothing better 

for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as 
they live; 

13 
moreover, it is God’s gift that all should eat and 

drink and take pleasure in all their toil. 
14 

I know that 
whatever God does endures for ever; nothing can be added 
to it, nor anything taken from it; God has done this, so that 
all should stand in awe before him. 

Everything  Has Its Time 
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A thought 

  So Building Bridges has had a year of transition, a time to 

assimilate all that has gone before, to renew our energy and 

focus.  Perhaps a time of reflection and review, anticipating 

all that may happen over the next five years and celebrating 

all that has been achieved in the previous nine years. 

  At the same time the Church at The  Centre has had a 

period of stability, now that Mark has been wih you for 4 

years and John postponed his sabbatical for a further six 

months, so perhaps the church has been able to consolidate 

any learning or impact that came from developing the 

Building Bridges Project. 

We all need these periods of transformation, fallowness or 

fruitfulness, of new growth or abundance as our Bible 

reading at the beginning of this booklet explored ‘For 

everything there is a season’ and as one season ends 

another begins. 

Maybe the Church at The Centre has been transformed?  Or 

perhaps we have been party to the transformation of our 

own neighbourhood, the community of Tong Moor. 

 Or as Joseph Campbell said: 

 ‘When we quit thinking primarily about 
ourselves and our own self-preservation, we  
undergo a truly heroic transformation of 
consciousness.’ 

www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/josephcamp392674.html#SJLEQe1u27lXDBf2.99 

You the members and friends of the Church at the Centre 

and partners to the Building Bridges project made a truly 
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Summer 2015 

Alison continued to get to 
know the Church, Partners to 
Building Bridges, and other 
friends and colleagues in the 
area.   

  She also raised our profile by 
taking our newly developed 
display to  relevant events, 
including both Synod and 
Bolton wide events. 

  Alison continued to support 
Fusion, and helped them to 
obtain funding  to pay Sharon 
for some of the work she does 
on their behalf. 

  She also applied for some 
funding for Tonge Lunch and 
Leisure, but this application was 
unsuccessful. 

 During the summer a  
conversation began between 
the centre café and our church 
Saturday café with possibilities 
for us all to work more closely 
together being explored. 

  We also hope to consult with 
people who use these cafes , 
staff, centre users, church 
friends, and others who are not 
even aware of the café's 

existence yet, in 

the new 
year. 
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Autumn 2014— a time to wait 

  After mutually affirming the 

call of Alison Dalton in 

September 2014 we all found 

ourselves in a period of 

waiting.  Alison had work to 

finish in Poole whilst the 

Building Bridges Project was 

ably continuing because of 

the strong leadership offered 

by John Evans, as the 

project’s convenor, alongside 

the support given by Mark 

Bates, our Minister of Word 

and Sacrament, and 

many others.  

  Even in this fallow time 

initiatives that had been 

developed by the project 

continued. 

The church hosted the 

Harvest Tea and  Advent Tea 

as had become the usual 

pattern. Alison managed to 

join us for the Advent Tea. 

The Citizenship awards 

continued to be given in the 

local schools. 

Whilst at Fusion  various 

activities began after the hard 

work to 

renovate 

the building 

was 

achieved. 
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Winter 2015—A period of anticipation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During this period Alison 
visited us most months, and 
so we began to anticipate her 
arrival on a more permanent 
basis. 

 A number of our church 
members became very busy 
in ensuring our newly 
acquired manse was clean 
and homely so that Dave and 
Alison could move in eaily 
and so quickly settle to their 
new home to make their 
home. 

  The Church Officers, 
including the Building 
Bridges Convener, worked 
with  our Interim Moderator to 
send out invitations for 
Alison’s Induction, to plan 
and prepare the service, 
whilst the church at a church 
meeting considered the 
Covenant, made slight 
adjustments and agreed they 
were happy to renew their 
commitment to this Ministry 
and the Building Bridges 
project. 
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Spring 2015— A welcoming time 

In April we welcomed Dave 

and Alison to the Manse.  

Alison began work in May 

and we welcomed all our 

friends, and Alison’s family in 

a wonderful celebration of the 

project and our new future 

together. 

Quite quickly  Alison began 

meeting members and 

friends of the church.   

Next our Alison got involved 

with Tonge Lunch and 

Leisure as some of our 

volunteers were on holiday 

Many of the church members 

helped Alison meet people  

that could help her work 

here.  

By the end of June Alison 

had been invited to serve on 

the Fusion Board on behalf 

of Building Bridges project, 

as  Pat had done before her. 

Alison also put together a 

display and summary, with 

the help of Sue and Sharon. 

This helped her to 

understand all that had been 

achieved before and gave us 

a useful 

tool for 

the 

future. 


