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This booklet provides preliminary information and the 
information contained within it is subject to change. A 
programme booklet giving full details of the timetable, 
facilities and arrangements will be given out at 
registration to all those attending Assembly. 

Any significant changes made before General 
Assembly starts will be posted online, so please check 
the General Assembly pages of the URC website for 
up-to-date information. 
www.urc.org.uk/general-assembly

 



People of the Way!

It will be our great pleasure to welcome you, the People 
of the Way, to the 2016 General Assembly in Southport; 
we are truly grateful that you can dedicate so much time 
and effort to the health and wellbeing of our church.  

If this will be your first time at a General Assembly we 
ask you to familiarise yourself with the standing orders, 
particularly the consensus decision making information 
and the flow chart which is on page 257 of the Book of 
Reports. To the newcomer, consensus decision making 
can be very frustrating – but it has enabled us to be 
fully inclusive of all views, to listen to each other and to 
be true to our conciliar heritage. In addition, we would 
urge everyone to take part in your synod’s General 
Assembly events, to read all the papers and to pray to 
prepare yourselves for the issues that will come up in the 
General Assembly.

In defining our theme for General Assembly there 
were a number of thoughts, visions and initiatives that 
‘collided’, not least of which is the renewed focus on 
missional discipleship. We will celebrate what it is to be 
the People of the Way by means of a ‘journey’ through 
the Assembly. Each day will have a focus brought to us 
through a Bible study using a number of the tremendous 
Bible truths given in the readings associated with the 
People of the Way – but more of that later; we don’t 
want to spoil the excitement!

Our General Assembly this year will be a balance of 
business, worship and fellowship. We are especially 
pleased that, through the generosity of the synods,  
we will be able to provide a communal meal on each of 
the evenings, hopefully ending the lonely scramble for 
something to eat at the end of a long day. We guess  
that our chosen balance will not be to everyone’s taste 
– but I hope you all will still welcome and enjoy our 
celebration together.
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Many people are involved in bringing the General 
Assembly to fruition, for which we give heartfelt thanks, 
and there is still more work to do. So, please continue to 
pray for all those involved as they strive to listen to God’s 
call for us at this time.  

May God bless you all.

Alan Yates and Kevin Watson
Moderators of General Assembly 2016-2018 
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A Prayer of Preparation

Lord, as People of the Way 
your joy is our strength.
As we assemble in Southport
fill our meeting with the joy of your Spirit.

May that same joy and expectancy
be in our hearts and minds as we prepare
ourselves to meet together as your people.

Lord, as People of the Way
your strength is made perfect in our weakness.
As we assemble in Southport
give us strength to trust, and be open to, your guidance.

May that same strength, trust and openness
be in our hearts and minds as we prepare
ourselves to meet together as your people.

Thank you for the opportunity to be part of General Assembly 2016.
Help us to take that opportunity seriously and to prepare well.
Guide those who have particular responsibilities for this meeting.
Bless similar meetings of our sister churches in UK and around the world.
May we all, as People of the Way, be agents of your generous grace.

For Christ’s sake,
Amen

From the chaplains 
We invite each member of Assembly to bring:
1. A small stone or pebble to add to a cairn at the foot of the 

cross in the prayer room.
2. An item exemplifying new life in their church to prompt table 

talk at the celebratory Saturday night dinner.   

You will be able to take a ‘Journey of Spiritual Reflection on War’ 
prompted by this being the centenary year of the Battle of the 
Somme.



Friday 8 July 
Registration from 1.00pm

1.30 The General Secretary will give an introductory 
session for new members; ‘old timers’ are also 
welcome to attend!

2.30 Constitution of Assembly 
Introductions and explanations 
The induction of the new Moderators – and thanks 
to retiring Moderators and chaplains 
Moderator’s Address

4.00 Break

4.30  Business Session 1 
The greeting of guests – and responses 
Formal resolutions  
Outgoing Moderators’ reflections 
Interim report from the 20-40 task group 
Address by Bishop Angaelos, Coptic Bishop in the UK  
Greeting of new ministers, and of any Jubilee 
ministers present 

Closing Devotions

7.30 Dinner 

Please note that this is only a provisional programme to  
give an indication of when things are likely to happen –  
it is subject to change! A fully revised programme will 
be given out to at registration. Details of special interest 
meetings will also be included then.     
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Saturday 9 July
9.00 Worship and Bible study by Sohail Ejaz: ‘I am the Way’ 

John 14:5-6 & Exodus 33:12-14

9.45 Business Session 2 
The agenda before us – the General Secretary
Children’s and youth work committee 
Equalities committee
Synod resolutions 1

10.30 Election of Moderators 2018-20

10.45 Nominations committee
Assembly arrangements committee

 Communications and editorial committee
Synod Moderators’ report 

12.00  The Congregational & General Community Awards

12.30 Lunch – and special interest meetings

1.30 Business Session 3
The Revd Chris Ferguson (World Communion of 
Reformed Churches)

 Faith and order committee
 Finance committee (including Churches’ Mutual Credit 

Union)

4.00 Break 

4.30 Business Session 4
Mission Council 1 including the three resolutions that 
have been referred to synods
Greenbelt
Voting on en bloc resolutions

 Remaindered business 

7.30  Dinner

Followed by an evening celebratory event to include a 
Bible study by John Proctor, ‘Getting in the Way’ Acts 16: 
1-10, a film about Constance Coltman and ‘Jigsaw Cross’
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Sunday 10 July

9.00  Worship and Bible study by Angela Rigby: ‘Make ready the 
Way’, Mark 1:1-15

9.30 Parallel sessions 

11.30 The Assembly Communion

1.00 Lunch

2.00  Business Session 5
Mission Committee 
Address from the Revd Dr Majid Abel, Moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church of Pakistan

3.00 Synod Resolutions 2 
 Announcement of the results of the election of the 

Moderators 2018-20. The Moderators-elect will be greeted, 
if present

4.00 Break

4.30 Business Session 6
Education and learning committee 

 Ministries committee
 Mission Council II

5.30 Second parallel session 

6.30 Reporting back from parallel sessions

 Closing Devotions 

7.30 Dinner 
 

There will be a separate dinner for ecumenical and  
overseas guests
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Monday 11 July

9.00 Worship and Bible Study by Karen Campbell  
‘People of the Way’ Acts 10:34-43

9.30  Business Session 7
Pastoral reference and welfare committee

 Remaindered business
 General Secretary’s report (MIND)
 Address to the Throne
 Moderators’ acceptance speeches
 Thanks and minutes

12.00  Closing Worship

12:30 Lunch and departures 

 
Please note:

The postal address     
c/o URC General Assembly, 
Southport Theatre and Convention Centre
The Promenade
Southport
PR9 0DZ

Information desk and stewards 
Promenade entrance 
T: 0151 934 2897

Telephone messages 
Every effort will be made to deliver a message to you if left at 
the information desk (number above)
When Assembly is in session urgent messages may be left with 
the URC general office (number above) 

Before you come to Assembly 
Accommodation will have been booked for all members of 
Assembly and you will be notified of the arrangements made. 
Please go to your hotel and check in there – then come on to 
the Convention Centre to register.

Assembly office
The Birkdale Suite  
T: 0151 934 2890   
F: 0151 934 2891
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Travel directions to the Convention Centre  
(postcode for satnav PR9 0DZ)

By road 
From the south
Join the M6 and continue north until Junction 26.
Leave at J26 and go straight ahead onto the M58 heading 
towards Southport/Skelmersdale.
Exit the M58 at J3 signposted for Ormskirk.
From here follow signs for Southport (travelling along the A570), 
after approximately 10 miles you will enter Southport. Follow 
signs for the Promenade/Town Centre.
The venue is situated on the main promenade next to the Ramada 
Plaza Hotel and to the right of Funland (as you face it) at the pier. 
The entrance to the car park is at the far end of the building.

From the north
Join the M6 and continue south until Junction 31.   
Leave at J31 and follow signs for the A59 towards Southport.
After approximately 8.5 miles you will lead straight onto the 
A565 which will lead you into Southport.
The venue is situated on the main promenade next to the  
Ramada Plaza Hotel and to the right of Funland (as you face it)   
at the pier. The entrance to the car park is at the right hand side  
of the building.

By rail
A frequent rail service runs between Liverpool Central Station 
and Southport. From the station you can either walk the short 
distance to the Promenade or take a taxi from the rank outside 
the station. There are rail connections to Southport from most 
parts of the country via the Wigan and Manchester stations.

By bus or coach
With a network of travel centres across Merseyside, Merseytravel 
operate a number of bus services to and from Southport.  
National Express coaches serve Southport from all major UK 
towns and cities making the town easily accessible by coach.   
Call Travel Line on: 0870 608 2608
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By Air
Southport is easily accessible by air from the Liverpool John 
Lennon Airport which is located 7 miles from Liverpool City Centre 
with major operators including KLM, Ryanair, Easyjet and Wizz 
Air.  The airport is fully integrated into the North West’s public 
transport system and located just ten minutes from the major 
motorway network making it easily accessible.

Taxi
Once you have arrived in Southport, it’s easy to get around with  
a number of local taxi companies who can transport you door  
to door.  
If you require a taxi when you’re in the town, Kwik Cars provide  
a reliable service and they can be contacted on 01704 547 000.

Parking
There is on-road pay and display parking around Southport as well 
as a number of off-road car parks.  Some hotels have their own 
parking facilities.  There are also two ‘park and ride’ car parks,  
one situated on The Esplanade at the Eco Centre and the other  
at Fairways. 

For more travel information we recommend you use one of the 
recognised websites giving details of routes and costs for travel by 
road, rail, coach or air.

On arrival in Southport
Unless you are likely to arrive after 1.30pm, please go directly to 
your hotel and check in, leaving your luggage in your room or 
in the hotel’s left luggage room.  If you arrive after 1.30pm you 
may prefer to go straight to the Convention Centre, to register 
in time for the start of business at 2.00pm.  You will be able to 
leave your luggage in the centre’s secure cloakroom store, but 
we recommend that you check into your hotel as soon as possible 
after the end of the first business session.
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Southport map
A street plan of the town is enclosed in this pack and shows the 
main hotels, the location of the Convention Centre – the venue 
for Assembly – and the railway station.  

Access
The town centre is fairly compact and the Convention Centre and 
most hotels are within easy reach of the station.  

Registration
Assembly registration will be at the information desk, to which 
you will be directed as you arrive at the Convention Centre.  
When you have checked in at your hotel you should make your 
way to the Convention Centre and register. The desk will be 
staffed by stewards – the phone number is above.    

At registration you will be provided with your detailed 
programme, badge (which will be required for recognition 
purposes and must be worn throughout Assembly) and other 
papers and information. 

Whilst at Assembly

Refreshments  
Tea, coffee and light refreshment are available and may be 
purchased at the Convention Centre or at any of the restaurants 
and cafes in the nearby town centre.

Lunches and dinners
A packed lunch will be provided for all members of Assembly 
on Saturday, Sunday and Monday. Dinner will also be provided 
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings. Other meals could be 
taken at one of the many local cafes or restaurants. 

At the close of Assembly
You will probably have to vacate your accommodation by 10am 
on Monday 11 July. Luggage may be left, by arrangement, in your 
hotel’s luggage room or may be stored, by arrangement, at the 
cloakroom at the Convention Centre until the close of Assembly.
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