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In this pack we will explore the gifts which God has given us to treasure. Treasure can 
mean different things to different people. Some will say treasure means wealth or riches 
stored or accumulated, especially in the form of precious metals, gold, silver, money, 
jewels or anything of material value. Treasure can also mean an object or a person greatly 
valued or highly prized. To treasure or to be treasured could mean to retain something 
carefully, to keep it in store or to treat it as precious. In this pack we will journey together 
to discover through scripture, games, drama and worship what God has given us to 
treasure. These are the things we are called to hold close to our hearts and minds.

Introduction
Welcome to Treasures – Gifts from God

Pilots Worship Materials for 2015!

Aims of the pack:

to give Pilots the chance to explore the theme more deeply

to look at stories in both the Old and New Testaments of the Bible

to help Pilots get to know each other and to know God better

to give everyone the chance to worship together and pray with and for each 
other

This pack contains material that can be used:
 as part of your normal Pilots programme

  at a local weekend Pilots Camp

   as a theme for a Pilots Away Day

Included in the pack is enough material for several sessions, each focusing on 
different aspects of the theme. All the sessions and theme ideas lead towards the 
worship that Pilots are encouraged to lead in the local church.

Please remember that this pack offers suggestions and you should feel free to use 
your own ideas or re-shape the ones offered here. You may wish to re-organise the 
material in a way that better suits your Pilots, their ages and interests. It is hoped 
that, through their understanding of the theme, Pilots and their leaders will feel 
empowered to lead others in worship.
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Introduction
The pack has been designed to run alongside your 
existing Pilots programme.

It is for you to decide how best to use this pack with your 
own Pilots and how much time they will need to reach 
the point of feeling comfortable enough to lead worship. 
Be aware of:

whether or not your Pilots regularly lead or participate 
in worship
your Pilots’ level of familiarity and comfort in your 
church’s worship area
your Pilots’ confidence levels in leading and 
facilitating worship

Your understanding of these three points will help you 
plan the time-scale needed to prepare for the worship. 
Be fair to yourselves as leaders and offer your Pilots the 
best environment for learning and growing.

Before working on the material in the sessions, spend 
some time thinking about the worship (see Section 5).

Begin by thinking about why it is that this experience 
of worship is going to be shared. What does it hope to 
achieve? What will this worship do for those who join 
in it as well as those who will lead it? If you can answer 
these types of questions, then you will be in a much 
better place to decide what you would like to do during 
worship.

Once you have an idea of the context in which your 
worship will take place and what you hope will happen 
as a result of it, consider some of the more practical 
aspects about what you’d like to include specifically in 
your worship, such as:

a drama
a script for a sketch written by Pilots
dramatised Bible readings
prayers written by Pilots
a new hymn to teach or old hymn to learn
a display of artwork created by Pilots

Whatever content is chosen for worship, preparation 
time will need to be incorporated into your weekly 
session programme. The Notes on Planning Worship 
section will give more guidance on this.  The ‘Resources’ 
part of Section 5 provides contact details, web sites and 
suggestions for hymns and prayers. Where there is a 
direct relationship with the session theme, some of the 
above are identified in the individual sessions.

It is suggested that you use the material with a ‘pick 
‘n’ mix’ approach, using enough theme material for the 
Pilots to really get to grips with the concept but also 
keeping a flexibility depending on their abilities and 
interests. The suggestions given in this pack may trigger 
other thoughts and ideas on the theme so use them as 
you see fit. It is always good to play to strengths.

Involve your Pilots in the planning of the worship and 
the structuring of the theme work where appropriate. 
Voyagers and Navigators in particular will enjoy the 
involvement.
Appropriate information on the Back Cover.

Remember, you don’t have to do it all!

Format of Resources
Leader’s Information – Some ideas to help you. These 
parts are not necessarily for sharing with the group but 
you can if it helps.
Gathering Activity – A short activity or discussion to get 
you going.
Treasure Chest – Have a go at making your own 
company Treasure Chest. The contents inside should 
reflect some of the items you intend to use during the 
session. There are some suggestions of what to use at 
the start of each section. Remember to place the items 
back into the Treasure Chest at the end of the section, 
as these are our treasures.
Reading the word... – Read the Bible story together. Each 
section suggests that you have the Bible passage pre 
marked in the Bible with the Bible placed in the treasure 
chest or the Bible passage written onto a treasure map 
type paper and placed inside the Treasure Chest.
Think about it... – Some questions to kick-start a 
discussion.
Voyagers and Navigators – Some ideas for the older 
Pilots to ponder.
Living it out... - A challenge to do something a bit bigger 
in relation to the topic in question.
Pray about it... – Some ways to pray about the things 
you’ve talked about.
Activities and Games – Games, crafts and activities to 
help explore the theme.
Memory Verse – Activities to help you remember 
important Bible verses from the Section.

How to use these Resources
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Notes on Planning
Set the date well in advance, preferably one which does 
not clash with holidays.

Think about who you need to liaise with regarding the 
worship, such as the organist or music group.

Make sure everyone in the church knows the worship is 
happening so that they can look forward to it.  Perhaps 
the Pilots could make some lively posters or flyers.

Four to six weeks before the service, send a letter to 
parents, carers and friends inviting them to the service. 
Include a reply slip asking which Pilots or group members 
will be attending.  This  lets parents and carers  know 
about the service so they can come. It also allows you, as 
a leader, to know who will be present on the day, which 
will, in turn, help you to enable all Pilots to participate 
in preparing worship, but only assign specific roles and 
activities to those will be present, able and willing to 
participate.

Paper printed with the Pilots Logo, which is suitable to 
be used for an Order of Service sheet, is available, at 
a small charge per pack, from the Pilots Desk. Some 
stationery suppliers sell pre-printed paper which you 
might be able to use in your photocopier.

If the church has microphones make sure that all who 
will be using them during the service have practiced 
with them and are used to them.

It is important that the entire group realises that they 
will not be in church to ‘perform’ but that they are there 
to lead worship, which is quite different in that the 
whole experience allows everyone, whether leading or 
participating, to share together in thinking, praying and 
responding to God, rather than simply being at a show 
or concert. Due to this, worshippers may need to be 
encouraged to see Pilots and young people as worship 
leaders and not as performers. The experience should 
always, of course, be enjoyable for everyone involved!  

Try and involve as many as you can in ways appropriate 
to their abilities and gifts – saying prayers, collecting 
the offering, bringing in the Bible, announcing or 
accompanying the hymns on an instrument and so on.

They do not need to be anxious about ‘getting it right’. If 
they are happier holding their words, for any part of the 
service, then they should do so. They simply need to do 
the best they can.

Remind them of the Pilots Promise:

I will learn, pray and serve all I can with the world-
wide church of Jesus Christ.

Also, remind them of the Pilots Prayer:

Teach us good Lord to be true and faithful 

Pilots,

Intent upon our work and play

Loyal to our captain and company

Obedient to our parents

Trustworthy members of our Church

Strong in the service of our lord and master Jesus 
Christ

Amen.

This Prayer may also help:

Lord, we thank you for the Treasures you have 
given, the wonderful world in which we live, for the 
people you have given us to care for, the different 
gifts and skills you have given to each of us and for 
calling us to do your work wherever you send us. 
Thank you most of all for the best gift ever of your 
son, Jesus. Amen.

Introduction
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Leader’s Information
This section focuses on the treasures we cherish with 
particular focus on what God gives us to treasure on the 
earth. We all have favourite things and sometimes our 
favourite things are those objects which are around us. 
Often these are our treasures. We are reminded in the 
Bible of the wonders of this planet which God has given 
to us to look after. This is a wonderful privilege, but also 
a great responsibility. So often we make mistakes, we 
get things wrong, yet God has placed so much power 
and authority in our hands. What part can we play in 
treasuring these precious resources and in cherishing 
this world, not only today, but for future generations? How 
can we be responsible stewards of God’s creation?

Gathering Activity
Hide a given number of pictures of each of the following 
around the room: fruits, vegetables, animals, fish, birds, 
plants and trees.

Divide the Pilots into watches or groups. Give each group 
one or more of the above items.

Tell the Pilots how many of each item they have to find. 
This is best done by one Pilot at a time from each group, 

Section 1
God gives us this world to treasure – CHERISH

running off to collect their picture, bringing it back and 
the next Pilot going, rather than all the Pilots running 
around together. 

Treasure Chest
Introduce the Treasure Chest. Explain to the Pilots that 
the Treasure Chest will be explored each week and 
different items which we treasure, or need to treasure, 
will be inside the chest. Invite a Pilot to open the chest 
and take out the items (you may wish to have more than 
one person).

Suggested items to be placed inside the Treasure Chest 
for this section include:

a globe of the world (have an inflatable globe if 
possible as it might be easier to handle)

a Bible with this section’s passage marked or 
perhaps a scroll, rolled treasure map style, with the 
Bible reading enclosed

newspapers from the previous week

this week’s Memory Verse
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Reading the word... 
Psalm 8:1-9

Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the 
earth! You have set your glory in the heavens. Through 
the praise of children and infants you have established 
a stronghold against your enemies, to silence the foe 
and the avenger. When I consider your heavens, the 
work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you 
have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful 
of them, human beings that you care for them? You have 
made them a little lower than the angels and crowned 
them with glory and honour. You made them rulers over 
the works of your hands; you put everything under their 
feet: all flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild, 
the birds in the sky, and the fish in the sea, all that swim 
the paths of the seas. Lord, our Lord, how majestic is 
your name in all the earth!

Think about it… 
The psalmist opens by praising God – that’s always a 
great place to start!  If you are not sure what you can say 
in praise of God, it’s always helpful to turn to the Psalms 
and this one is a really helpful example.

Ask Pilots to think what they would like to praise God 
for.

The psalmist remembers the wonders of God’s creation 
and realises our weakness in comparison to God’s 
greatness. Amazingly, he realises that God has given 
humans a place of great honour, just a little lower than 
Himself! 

How does that make Pilots feel?

Because of this huge trust and great honour which God 
has given us, we have an even bigger responsibility.  
The Bible says, ‘[God] made [humans] rulers over the 
works of [His] hands’ – the animals, the birds, the fish, 
everything!!!  

Invite Pilots to think about what this means.  Do they 
think it means that they can do whatever they want with 
God’s world and its creatures? 

Remind them that we still have to answer to God for 
our actions.  We have to care for those things under our 
control and that means caring for the planet too.

Discuss how you might do these things. How do you care 
for animals?  How do you care for the environment?

Voyagers & Navigators
Ask the older Pilots what they think of the idea that 
we have been granted stewardship over creation? Is 
it something they take seriously? Do they feel anxious 
about the future of the planet? What do they think they 
can do about it? Why does it matter how we live? Do our 
lifestyle choices affect only us?

Section 1
God gives us this world to treasure – CHERISH
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Living it out...
What changes can Pilots make, both as individuals as 
well as a company, to reduce their environmental impact?  
Are there changes they might ask their family to make at 
home?  Perhaps Pilots could take responsibility for some 
particular changes, recycling, turning off unnecessary 
lights and devices, etc.?

Check how eco-friendly your local church is. Investigate 
the eco-congregation movement (www.ecocongregation.
org ) for ideas and advice.

Pilots could make a presentation to the rest of the 
company or to the church about simple things  which 
could be done to care more for God’s creation and the 
planet.

Pray about it...
Awesome God, when we think about how great you are, 
we feel humble that you love us so much and have given 
us such a great responsibility to care for your world. 

Thank you for that love and for the trust you have placed 
in us.

Please help us to live up to that trust and to care for 
all that you have made and given us responsibility over.  
Help us to make changes in our life so that we reduce 
the damage we do to the world.

Amen.

Activities and Games
News Prayer - Using the newspapers from the Treasure 
Chest, collect together some of the headlines (local, 
national and/or global) from the previous week to make 
a collage or a short video or PowerPoint presentation. 
Pilots could select three or four headlines from the 
newspapers and stick them to a piece of card. Ask Pilots 
to write a prayer about one of the subjects and then, in 
turn, to read them out during worship. Pilots could cut 
out or highlight stories they would like to pray for. If you 
wish, you could narrow this to environmental issues.

Growing activity - Pilots pretend they are a seed in the 
ground (encourage them to make themselves as small 
as possible). On the given signal they ‘grow’ very slowly 
and blossom into a glorious plant or flower for the world 
to see. Get them to imagine the wind blowing through 
them or the rain beating down on them. Pilots could 
pretend to be animals or their pet growing from birth to 
adulthood. Try working in groups, growing together as a 
wood or forest of trees or a bed of flowers.

Name the creation - For this activity you will need pens 
or pencils, A4 sheets of paper prepared with all or some 
of the following headings: animal, tree, flower, fruit, 
vegetable, fish and/or bird. Pilots could decide which 
ones they want to use.

Divide the Pilots into groups of two or three. Each group 
is given a pencil or pen and a sheet of A4 paper with the 
chosen categories across the top of the paper.

The leader calls a letter from the alphabet, which is the 
signal to start. The group then has to write the name of 
an item in each of the chosen categories beginning with 
the letter called out. The first group to complete their list 
raises their hands. The answers are then checked off 
and the teams gain points for correct answers.

If you want to make it more challenging you could award 
2 points to a team which has a correct answer which no 
other team has chosen. The game continues with the 
starter calling another random letter. The group with the 
most points at the end of the game is the winner.

Memory Verse
Take an inflatable globe or large ball and have the 
memory verse Psalm 8 verse 6 (‘You made them rulers 
over the works of your hands.’) placed  where Pilots can 
see it.

Invite Pilots to stand in a circle. Pass the globe or ball 
around the circle. This could be done by simply passing 
to the next person in the circle or perhaps by throwing it 
across the circle to someone else. As one Pilot receives 
or catches the ball, they say the first word of the memory 
verse and then pass it to another who says the next 
word, and so on until the memory verse is said in full.

Why not time how long it takes to say the memory verse 
and try and see how fast the group can recite it? Try to 
beat the previous time.

Section 1
God gives us this world to treasure – CHERISH
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Treasure Chest
Suggested items to place inside the Treasure Chest for 
this section are:

Items which are important to leaders and helpers, 
such as a copy of Compass or the Register with all 
the Pilots names recorded

a Bible with this section’s passage marked or 
perhaps a scroll, rolled treasure map style, with the 
Bible reading enclosed

logos of Aid agencies

a picture of your church

Invite a Pilot to open the chest and take out the items. 

Section 2
God gives us his grace to treasure - CARE

Leader’s Information
This section focuses on the treasures we care for and 
the people around us. The Bible reading reminds us that 
God cares for each one of us so much that we are not 
to worry, for God will take care of us if we trust in Him. 
Other parts of the Bible tell us that God knows every 
hair on our head and that He has our name inscribed 
on the palm of His hand. We are a treasure to God. So 
much so, in fact, that He created us in his own image. 
Most importantly, we are to care for each other as God 
cares for each of us. We have moved away from the 
last section’s focus on caring for objects, to caring for 
people. In this section we are reminded to treasure all 
people, especially those we are in contact with.

Gathering Activity
Hide pictures of valuable monetary objects such as 
money itself, games consoles, jewellery and phones, 
along with pictures of valuable non-monetary objects 
such as food, nurses, emergency services and family.

Ask Pilots to find the ‘treasures’ and post each of them 
into ‘piggy banks’ marked Important and Not important. 
Have a discussion about the objects and where Pilots 
have ‘banked’ them.
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Reading the word...
Matthew 6: 19-21, 25-27

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in 
and steal. But store up...treasures in heaven, where 
moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also. Therefore I tell you, do not worry 
about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your 
body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and 
the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the 
air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much 
more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying 
add a single hour to your life?

Think about it...
In this reading Jesus is not talking about physical 
treasures such as gold and silver, but about what is 
important to us, our friends and family and the things 
we do to help others. The verses deal with the fact that 
worry, doubt and fear are part of all our lives. Yet, we are 
told very clearly by our Lord, “Trust in me!” The birds are 
fed, the plants are clothed. How much more will we be? 
Through the example of His life, we see that Jesus did 
not worry about these things, but instead focussed on 
supporting and helping others. What’s important, then, 
are not things, but the heavenly source of them and 
what we decide to do with them!

Invite the Pilots to think about what is important to 
them. Is it money, the latest game console, clothes, 
possessions or is it people, friends, family and the world 
around them?

Jesus goes on to say that we should not waste our 
time worrying about what we have or want.  We should 
remember that we are important and valuable to God 
and if we put our trust and faith in him he will look after 
us and provide all we need. 

What’s the difference between ‘needs’ and ‘wants’?

Voyagers and Navigators
It’s easy to tell people not to worry, but when you have 
important decisions to make and exams to sit it is 
difficult not to worry sometimes. What helps us in those 
times? Who is there to listen to our woes and concerns? 
Who picks up the pieces when things don’t go as we 
hope or plan? 

Remind Pilots that there are lots of people who care 
about them and will be able to help them. Ask Pilots if 
they can think of such people. Encourage them to spend 
time talking with people they trust, such as their family 
and friends, Pilots leaders and with God.

Living it out ...
Ask Pilots what they count as treasure. What is ‘treasure 
in Heaven’? How do we ‘store it up’?

Ask Pilots to think about how they, themselves, can be 
an important source of help and support to others when 
they stop thinking of themselves all the time. Why not 
plan a company visit to a local Care Home or support 
your local church’s activities with older people? They are 
often lonely and worry whether or not anyone cares for 
them. You could! 

Remember appropriate safeguarding and security 
concerns when carrying out activities like this.

Pray about it...
Loving God, sometimes we get things wrong.  We think 
about things we would like to have instead of the needs 
of others and of the things that we can do to help 
others. Help us to make sure that we can recognise 
the important things in life and look after these, loving 
others and helping those in need. Thank you that you 
give us all we need and help us not to worry about life, 
but to trust you always.  Amen.

Section 2
God gives us his grace to treasure - CARE
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Activities and Games
Prayers in a Hat - Ask all the Pilots to write their name 
on a piece of paper. Place the pieces of paper into a 
hat or another container, then pass the hat or container 
around the group and ask each Pilot to take out a piece 
of paper. Encourage them to pray for that person during 
the coming week.

Hula hoop game - You will need a hula hoop. Have 
the Pilots stand in a circle with linked arms or holding 
hands. Give one of them the hoop, placing it over their 
arm. Invite them to pass the hula hoop around the circle 
without it touching the ground until it reaches its start 
point. Emphasise how we need each other to work 
together to get something done. Introducing another 
hoop or two can make the game more challenging and 
adding different sized hula hoops moving in opposite 
directions can add to the fun!

Desert Island - What three things would the Pilots like to 
have with them if they were stranded on a desert island? 
Talk about these things deciding if they are ‘wants’ or 
‘needs’.

Care for each other - Using coloured paper, invite Pilots 
to draw around their own hand. Carefully cut these 
out. Younger Pilots may need some guidance with this. 
Also, remember to make sure you have the appropriate 
scissors for Pilots who are left handed. Place the hands 
in a circular fashion spiralling out. If necessary, the 
hands can over-lap each other. Pilots could put the 
message ‘we care for each other’ on the collage.

Memory Verse
Read Isaiah 49 (‘“See, I have engraved you on the palms 
of my hands.”’)

Talk with the Pilots about how God cares for and knows 
each of us by name.

Prepare a large piece of paper, maybe a flipchart sheet, 
on which is drawn a large hand. Invite Pilots to write their 
name as small as possible on the large hand. You could 
invite members of your church to add their names to the 
hand. Write the text from Isaiah on the sheet of paper.

Section 2
God gives us his grace to treasure - CARE
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Section 3 
God gives us Jesus to treasure - CHRIST

Leader’s Information
In this section we shall discover the main treasure 
which God has given to us, Jesus. In our Bible story we 
discover how Mary treasured the importance of Jesus as 
he grew from baby to boy to man, hearing the parables 
Jesus told, seeing the miracles He performed and the 
examples He set.  We are to do the same and treasure 
the importance of Jesus in our lives.  The second Bible 
passage is important in that it reminds us of God’s 
supreme gift of Jesus to us.  Is Jesus important to you? 
Why? How do you celebrate this?

Gathering Activity
Invite the Pilots to write about or draw a picture of an 
important event or occasion which they have taken 
part in during the past 6 months or year. Gather all the 
pictures together and put them on the wall under the 
title ‘Memory Bank’. Together look at them and talk to 
each other about the events depicted.

Treasure Chest
Introduce the Treasure Chest and invite a Pilot to open 
the chest and take out the items.

Suggested items to place inside the Treasure Chest for 
this section are:

a nativity set

a cross

a Bible with this section’s passage marked or rolled 
treasure map style with the Bible reading

a picture of a large heart

ribbons or streamers for the rainbow people 
sketch

this week’s memory verse
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Reading the word... 
Luke 2 16-20 

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen 
him, they spread the word concerning what had been 
told them about this child, and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary 
treasured up all these things and pondered them in her 
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which 
were just as they had been told.

John 3 16-17

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him.

Think about it...
Mary was the mother of Jesus and, at his birth, lots of 
different people came to see her new baby. They said 
many things about Him and some brought valuable 
gifts. These things she ‘treasured’ in her heart.  They 
became important memories for her. Memories of the 
good times we share with others are important and can 
bring comfort in times when we feel sad. Mary was there 
when Jesus died on the cross, an exceptionally difficult 
moment, no doubt. Her treasured memories of Jesus 
throughout his life would have been important and would 
have comforted her, especially when He did so much to 
help and support her and others through His life.

Ask the Pilots how often have they thought about 
something pleasant or good that they have done?  
Perhaps a time when they have achieved something or 
went on a special trip. Who was involved? Who helped 
to make it special? How can Jesus and His story support 
us in difficult times?

Voyagers and Navigators
During Jesus’ life, Mary may have often remembered the 
visit of the shepherds and the wise men and wondered 
what it all meant.  She may have been concerned about 
some of the words used by the wise men, words which 
promised that her son was going to be great, a king even.  
In a time of occupation by the Romans that would be 
very worrying.  However Mary was a woman of faith and 
trusted God. God had sent His son, whom He treasured, 
down to earth because God saw us as His treasures, so 
important that only God’s son could do the work He had 
planned.

Ask the Pilots if they can think of the most precious gift 
they have ever received or given or both. What makes a 
gift precious? What, if anything, do they value as being 
the most precious, treasured thing in their lives?

What is the greatest thing they remember from the life 
of Jesus and His story? How do, or can, they live out their 
own story in ways which reflect Christ’s selflessness and 
love?

Living it out...
The birth of a baby is an important time in a family’s life.  
They make memory albums about the birth and life of 
their baby. Today, people can take photos instantly and 
have whole albums posted on social media in minutes!

Ask if any Pilots have such an album about them.  Why 
not make  memory albums for Pilots to keep and share 
with their family when they are older? Or perhaps make 
a company memory album telling stories about how 
Pilots have worked together to build good memories 
together?

Pray about it...
Amazing God, we so often forget that Jesus came into the 
world to help us every day.  It’s easy to remember Him at 
Christmas, when we celebrate with giving and receiving 
presents.  Help us to treasure Jesus, your amazing Gift 
to us, and to always remember Him.  Help us to think of 
Him when we have choices to make, so that we can do 
things which make you and others happy. Amen.

Section 3 
God gives us Jesus to treasure - CHRIST
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Activities and Games
Rainbow People - This is a simple sketch which can be 
acted or mimed by as few or as many as you like.

You will need brightly coloured ribbon, streamers of 
crepe paper or strips of material - blue, red, green and 
yellow. Have more material available than the number 
of Pilots so that a choice can be made regarding the 
colours.

If you are going to use this in worship, collect a number 
of large cardboard boxes with which to build walls, these 
can be painted, or covered with paper of the appropriate 
colour.

A narrator tells the story, with suitable pauses, while the 
Pilots act or mime out what is happening. Some words 
could be spoken by the Pilots if you wish.

If possible, encourage the Pilots to wear dark or dull 
coloured clothes.

At the start of the play, they are curled up very still on 
the ground.

Here is the script:

In the beginning the world was very still and quiet. The 
ground seemed to be covered with dull coloured rocks 
and stones. But if you took a closer look you could see 
that they were not stones, but were tiny people who 
were not moving at all.

One day a wind blew over the land. It warmed the 
people and filled them with life and with love. They 
began to move, to look at each other, to touch each 
other, to speak to each other and to care about each 
other.

As they explored their world they found coloured 
ribbons lying on the ground and up in the trees. They 
were excited and ran about collecting them. Some 
chose blue, some red, some green, some yellow. 
They enjoyed tying the ribbons round each other and 
laughing at the bright colours.

Suddenly another wind blew. This time it made the 
people shiver with cold.

They looked at each other, realised they looked 
different and they stopped trusting each other.

The reds gathered together and ran into a corner.

The blues gathered together and ran into a corner.

The greens gathered together and ran into a corner.

The yellows gathered together and ran into a corner.

They forgot that they had been friends and had cared 
for each other. The other colours just seemed different 
and strange. They built walls to separate themselves 
and to keep the others out.

But they found the reds had water but no food.

The blues had food but no water.

The greens had twigs to make fire but no shelter.

The yellows had shelter but nothing to keep them 
warm.

Section 3 
God gives us Jesus to treasure - CHRIST
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After the sketch, offer this prayer:

Loving Lord,

let the rain come and wash away
the ancient grudges, the bitter hatreds
held and nurtured over generations.
let the rain wash away the memory
of the hurt, the neglect.
then let the sun come out and
fill the sky with rainbows.
let the warmth of the sun heal us
wherever we are broken.
let it burn away the fog so that
we can see each other clearly.
so that we can see beyond labels,
beyond accents, gender or skin colour
let the warmth and brightness
of the sun melt our selfishness.
so that we can share the joys and
feel the sorrows of our neighbours.
and let the light of the sun
be so strong that we will see all
people as our neighbours.
let the earth, nourished by rain,
bring forth flowers
to surround us with beauty.
and let the mountains teach our hearts
to reach upward to heaven.
Amen.

(A prayer for the world - Rabbi Harold Kushner – 2003)

After the story has been acted out, speak with the Pilots 
about the importance of the stranger in the middle, 
breaking down barriers and teaching the different 
groups how to live together. Relate this to Jesus’ story 
and mission.

Memory Verse
Read John 3:16, which says: ’For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life.’

Create a word search using all the words from the 
memory verse and have pilots try to work it out. John 
3:16 contains a message we are called to share, but it 
can be hard for people to see sometimes. We have to 
work hard to make it visible.

Alternatively, Pilots may wish to play Chinese Whispers 
with the whole of John 3:16. When we are sharing 
messages, it is very easy for them to get mixed up. We 
have to be very clear and careful, then, in what and how 
we share things with others.

Suddenly a stranger appeared and stood in the centre 
of the land. He looked at the people, and the walls 
separating them in amazement, and said loudly,

‘Come on out everybody. What are you afraid of? Let’s 
talk to each other!’

The people peeped out at him. The stranger said,

‘Why don’t you put together what you have and share 
it? Then you can all have enough to eat and drink, 
keep warm and have shelter.’

The people slowly some came out of their corners into 
the centre. The stranger said,

‘Now just tell one another what you have got to give, 
and what you need to be given.’ 

The blues said, ‘We have plenty of food to give but we 
need water.’ 

The reds said, ‘We have plenty of water to give but we 
need food.’ 

The greens said, ‘We have plenty of wood for fire but 
we need shelter.’ 

The yellows said, ‘We have plenty of shelter but we 
need warmth.’ 

They talked and the feeling of love returned. They 
remembered that they had been friends. They 
knocked down the walls and welcomed each other as 
old friends.

When they realised that the colours had divided them 
they wanted to throw them away. But they knew that 
they would miss the richness of the bright colours.

So instead they mixed the colours to make a beautiful 
rainbow ribbon. They called themselves the Rainbow 
people.

The rainbow ribbon became their symbol of peace.

(Source: “I have a dream”: Ideas to use with Young 
Children. Christian Aid, 1988.)

Section 3 
God gives us Jesus to treasure - CHRIST
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Section 4
God gives us people to tell us about Jesus – CALL

Leader’s Information
This section focuses on people called to tell others of 
the good news of Jesus Christ. The Bible story is Jesus’ 
commission to His disciples. The disciples are to go out 
into the world and tell others of the great works Jesus 
did and still does today.  They are to play a central role 
in allowing people to see the relevance of Christ in all 
aspects of human life and encourage others to follow 
Him and His example (including us!).

One person who did this in a very interesting and exciting 
way is John Williams, the missionary, whose story is 
so strongly linked with that of Pilots! A comprehensive 
version of his story can be found in the Compass or on-
line, but Pilots can learn a little bit about him here in this 
session.

We are reminded that we are all to tell others about the 
good news of Jesus Christ and, as Pilots, we promise to 
‘pray and serve, all we can’. 

Gathering Activity
Choose three Pilots and give each of them one fact 
about Jesus.  They have to go and tell as many of the 
other Pilots as possible what they know. At the end of 
the activity, which could be a timed activity, everyone 
should be able to give three facts about Jesus.

Treasure Chest
Introduce the Treasure Chest and invite a Pilot to open 
the chest and take out the items.

Suggested items to place inside the Treasure Chest for 
this section are:

a picture of ‘The Duff ‘. You may find a picture of 
this on the internet or a picture of any of the ships 
named after John Williams

a Bible with this section’s passage marked or 
perhaps a scroll, rolled treasure map style, with the 
Bible reading enclosed

the John Williams story on a scroll

any other missionary-related stories you may wish 
to include

a globe or map of the world showing the islands 
mentioned in John Williams’ story

the memory verse for this week
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Reading the word...
Matthew 28:18-20 (Contemporary English Version)

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore 
go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.”

Think about it...
Just before Jesus went back to heaven to be with God, 
He spoke to His disciples and gave them what we call 
‘The Great Commission.’  It is a call for everyone who 
follows Jesus to go and share the Good News about Him 
with others and, in so doing, make more disciples.  We 
are to teach other people everything that we have learnt 
about Jesus.

Many people spend their lives telling others about Jesus. 
John Williams was one such person and Pilots came 
about because of his work with the London Missionary 
Society amongst the people of the islands of the South 
Seas. Unlike many other Missionaries of the period, 
Williams wanted to understand and respect the places, 
people and cultures which he visited. He did not believe 
that he was always right in everything. He wanted to 
share the love of Christ, not force it on people! You can 
find out more about his life at www.urc.org.uk/ministry/
pilots.

Encourage Pilots to think about what they know about 
Jesus that they could pass on. What do they think are 
the most important parts of Jesus’ story to tell others? 
Ask Pilots if they can remember who told them about 
Jesus? Was it parents? Pilots leaders? Perhaps it was 
someone at school or church?  

Voyagers & Navigators
Jesus wants us to live a life that is more and more like 
His and to tell other people about Him.  

Encourage Pilots to think about how this does or should 
affect the way they treat other people. What difference 
does or should this make in the way we think about 
what we have and what we give? Might we need to make 
changes to the way we live? Does knowing God make 
a difference? Do they talk about Pilots or church at 
school? What lessons can we learn from John Williams’ 
attitude to Mission work?

Living it out...
It might be interesting to see how much of the John 
Williams story Pilots know or can remember? Share the 
5 minute story of John Williams (see below) or look in 
the Compass or go on line to discover more. 

The 5 minute story of John Williams

A long time ago, a man called Captain Cook  visited some 
islands in the South Pacific, pretty much on the other 
side of the world from where we live.  Almost nobody 
knew they were there before then.

Many years later a group of Christians decided to go to 
these islands to tell the people who lived there about 
the love of Jesus Christ.  In  the UK they formed a group 
called the London Missionary Society to co-ordinate 
their work.

The first ship was called ‘The Duff’ with Captain Wilson in 
charge and it set off with 6 carpenters, 2 shoemakers, 2 
brick layers, 2 sailors, 1 surgeon, a hatter, a shopkeeper, 
a cotton factor, a cabinet maker, a draper, a tin worker 
and 4 ministers, just to make the numbers up!

They had a rough voyage but eventually landed on the 
island of Tahiti.  The people welcomed them and the 
king gave them some land and so they settled there.

Section 4
God gives us people to tell us about Jesus – CALL
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John Williams was born in the same year that ‘The Duff’ 
sailed. He grew up and trained to work in a blacksmith’s 
forge.  When he was 17 years old, God said:  ‘enough 
of that John, you’ve got a new job now, with travel 
opportunities’.  So he trained to become a missionary 
too.

He married his sweetheart, Mary Chawner, and they set 
off on their adventures. They went to live and work on 
the island of Raratonga.

John and his friends were a bit different to the others 
though. The wanted to understand and respect the 
people and their ways of living in the places which they 
visited as well as teaching the people all about God, the 
universe and how to build houses and make furniture!

When his old ship broke, John had to build his own ship 
remembering many of the skills he had learnt in the 
blacksmith’s forge. He named the ship ‘The Messenger 
of Peace’.

After 17 years of sailing around the islands, ‘The 
Messenger of Peace’ broke too, and John and Mary 
came back to  the UK to fund raise for a new ship. They 
did a country wide tour, which took them two years, but 
they raised enough money to buy a new boat.

‘The Camden’ was bought and off they went again, 
taking their baby son, also called John, and even more 
friends with them to the islands.

One day ‘The Camden’ landed on an island called 
Erromonga, the people were not friendly and chased the 
missionaries over the beaches back to their boat.  John 
was caught and murdered on the beach, his friends, 
shocked with grief, sailed home with the dreadful news.

The news of John’s death travelled around all the islands 
and many many people came onto the beaches and 
wept openly for the man they had come to love.  The 
King of Rarratonga led the prayers of thanksgiving for 
John’s life, and monuments commemorating his work 
were erected on many islands, often on the beaches.  
The monuments are looked after and remain a part of 
island life today.

When the news reached the UK it was decided that 
the best way to honour John was to continue his work.  
Churches were asked to raise money for a new ship to 
continue the work.  £4,000 was needed.

Children in churches all over the British Isles took up the 
challenge and did extraordinary things to make money.  
£6,237 was raised and a new boat was bought – It was 
named the ‘John Williams’.

It was the first in a line of 7 ships, all named after John 
Williams and all bought with money raised by children 
and churches.

In 1936 the London Missionary Society started an 
organisation for children and young people, it was called 
Pilots. It was a place where the children could meet 
and learn about the countries where their money was 
working. It was also a place where children and young 
people could learn about the love of God.

The Missionary work continued and missionaries and 
their families sailed around the islands. John Williams 
VII, the last ship in the line, went out of commission in 
1978.

Ask Pilots if they know of someone working as a 
missionary in the UK or overseas. Could they write 
to them?  Perhaps together your company can do 
something to raise money to help the missionary work 
of the Council for World Mission (CWM), the successor 
to the London Missionary Society, or perhaps another 
group involved in missionary work, just as the first Pilots 
did when they saved their Ship Ha’pennies!

Section 4
God gives us people to tell us about Jesus – CALL
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Pray about it...
Calling God, you call us all to find out more about you 
and to pass on what we have learned from others. Thank 
you that your plan is for all people to come to know you 
and share in your love.  We pray for all those who have 
answered your call to tell others and ask that they will be 
given all they need to do this work.  We ask too that you 
will help us to learn more about you and give us courage 
to tell others about you whenever they ask.  Help us to 
show how much you love them.  May your kingdom grow 
on earth through all that we do and say.  Amen.

Remind the Pilots of their promise:

‘I will learn pray and serve, all I can, with the world wide 
Church of Jesus Christ’.

Activity and Games
Prayer maps - Place a large map or globe of the world 
in the centre of the room. Around the map place 
photographs and newspaper articles of situations 
around the world which need prayer and intercession. 
Highlight nations where you know of missionaries and 
Christian ministries. This may be an opportunity to tell 
Pilots about Christian Aid and Commitment for Life. 
Pilots could, if they wished, research some of these 
areas of the world and bring prayer requests from the 
information they have gathered. There may be someone 
in your church who has experience of missionary work. 
Pilots could invite them to come and talk to them in this 
session or contact the Commitment for Life Intern for 
your region and invite them along to a Pilots evening. 
Contact lmeadcforl@gmail.com for details.

Shout aloud banners - Gather some large sheets of 
paper. Lining paper or flip chart sheets will do nicely. For 
a more permanent banner use some fabric and poles. 
Make banners which give out a clear message about 
spreading the word. Use phrases such as ‘God is Good’, 
‘Spread the Word’, ‘God loves you’, ‘God is LOVE’. You 
may be able to enlist the help of banner makers from 
your church.

Wool plaits - Have a variety of coloured wool available. 
Invite the Pilots to choose three colours from this 
selection. Plait these 3 colours together. 

Explain to the Pilots that the reason why you wanted them 
to choose only 3 colours is because these represent 
God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 
Speak about God the Father caring for us, God the Son 
instructing us how to live and God the Holy Spirit being 
with us to guide us.

When the plaiting is completed these can be made into 
friendship bracelets.

Loom bands - The above activity can be done using 
Loom bands, again only selecting 3 colours.

Memory Verse
For this activity the Pilots will need to be in teams or in 
their watches.  You will need to have the memory verse, 
Matthew 28:19 (‘“Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations”’), put in a visible place.  Have a whiteboard, 
flipchart or a large sheet of paper as well as one pen 
per team.

Each team member has to run up to the whiteboard, 
flipchart or sheet of paper and write one word of the 
memory verse in the correct order until the entire verse 
is written. If time permits you can do multiple rounds with 
different instructions e.g. hop/jump to the whiteboard. 

Alternatively, Pilots may wish to try a memory verse jigsaw. 
Pilots will need to be in teams or in their Watches.

Enlarge and print the memory verse on to A4 card or 
larger if you wish (one memory verse per team). Cut the 
card into as many random shaped pieces as you wish, 
but certainly a minimum of 15 pieces. Place all the 
pieces inside an envelope. 

Give each team an envelope each. On the start signal 
Pilots empty the contents and re-arrange the pieces to 
make the memory verse. The first team with the correct 
order wins.

When the activity is finished the whole group can say the 
verse together.

Section 4
God gives us people to tell us about Jesus – CALL
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Section 5 – Worship Suggestions

Introduction
This section focuses on planning the worship for Pilots 
Sunday.

The sections in this pack have focussed on the theme 
of Treasures:

God gave us the world –  CHERISH

God gives us his grace –  CARE

God gave us Jesus –  CHRIST

God gave us people to tell us about Jesus – CALL

The theme has been explored using the Bible, stories, 
activities, games, crafts and worship and prayer ideas.

Now that your Pilots have experienced sessions on each 
of these sections, it’s time to weave what they’ve been 
doing into a service of worship.

Work together with the Pilots to choose the content of 
the worship. There are guidelines at the beginning of 
the pack to help with both the contextual and practical 
elements of planning worship. There section provides a 
suggested Order of Service with hymn suggestions.

This worship is all about discovering, understanding, 
using, cherishing, caring and responding to treasures. 
Treasures are gifts from God and the most important 
gift of all to treasure is Jesus. 

Enjoy worship – 
it, too, is a gift to treasure!

Resources
Books:

‘I have a dream - Ideas to use with young children’. 
Christian Aid 1988

Songs and Hymn Suggestions:

All I once held dear CH4 506, CMP 799

All things bright and beautiful 
CH4 137, CJP 6, CMP 23

As the deer pants for the water  
CMP 37, CH4 440

Be Thou my vision CH4 465, CMP 51, RS 489

Christ is alive!  CH4 416, RS 260, 

For the measure of the treasure  CJP 528

Go forth and tell CMP 178, RS 574

God made the heavens and earth BBP 63 

How great is your name RS 670

I’d rather have Jesus than silver or gold 
CMP 319

Lord of creation, to you be all praise 
CMP 440, RS 532

Lord, you are more precious than silver 
CMP 447

O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder 
CH4 154, CJP 179, CMP 506, RS117

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
CH4 807, CJP 199, CMP 557, RS 21

Store up yourself some treasure see below

Take my life, and let it be CMP 624, RS 371

Will you come and follow me CH4 533, RS 558

BBP – Big Blue Planet    

CH4 – Church Hymnary 4th Edition

CJP – Complete Junior Praise  

CMP – Complete Mission Praise  

RS – Rejoice & Sing
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Section 5 – Worship Suggestions
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Section 5 – Suggested Order of Worship
Setting the scene

Place the treasure chest used each week at 
the front of the church.  It would be good to 
have the items that have been in the chest 
each week displayed around and in the chest.  

Call to worship

Song

Lord of creation, to you be all praise  

Prayer of Approach

Loving God, we come to worship today with a 
sense of excitement,
that in this place, we will meet with you.
Holy God, we come to worship today with a 
sense of wonder,
that in this place, we will meet with you.
Awesome God, we come to worship today with 
a sense of your majesty,
and in this place, at this time, we will meet 
with you.
O God we thank you for your amazing love for 
each one of us.
We thank you that you gave us your Son Jesus 
to draw us closer to you.
We thank you, and we worship you, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit,
one God forever.  Amen.

Introduction to the Theme - Treasure

Ask the congregation what it is they ‘treasure’, 
writing their responses on a flipchart or 
whiteboard. Encourage them to explain their 
responses.  Make the point that we will be 
looking at what we should really treasure 
today, just as God treasures us.  Our first 
reading helps us to see just how much God 
values us.

Reading

Psalm 8:  1 – 9

Song

Lord of creation, to you be all praise

Talk

Ask the congregation to think of memories that 
they have had passed on from other family 
members, encourage them to share these 
memories with the people near them.  

Ask them if they want to share any particularly 
strange or exciting ones with the whole 
congregation. 

Offertory

Song

Take my life and let it be

Reading

Luke 2: 16-20, John 3: 16-17

Rainbow People (drame from week 3)

This drama could be done pre-rehearsed by 
Pilots or group of people.

Alternatively, it could be read as an interactive 
story.  Give each member of the congregation 
either a red, yellow, blue or green streamer or 
ribbon as they come in, and ask them to wave 
their own colour at the appropriate points in 
the story.

Reading

Matthew 28: 18-20

Talk Activity

Remind people that earlier on they were 
talking about family stories that had been 
passed on to them. 

Ask for three volunteers, give them three 
facts about Jesus, then ask them to go into 
the congregation and tell as many people as 
possible those facts within a specified time. 
At the end of this time ask the congregation if 
they can share the three facts.
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Section 5 – Suggested Order of Worship

Prayer for Others

Invite the congregation to share in the prayers 
by responding to the words, 
‘Generous God, You treasure us and all 
people,’ with, ‘Help us to see your treasures 
around us.’
God of love, we pray for your world and its 
needs.
We know that many people reject you,
and others don’t yet know about You and Your 
love.
We pray for those who have answered your call 
to tell others about Jesus.
We pray that you will help them by your Holy 
Spirit
to always be ready to give a reason for the 
hope they have to those who ask.
We pray that you will also help us to 
understand the Good News, 
and to speak it boldly and lovingly to those who 
don’t yet know about Jesus.
Generous God, You treasure us and all people.
Help us to see your treasures around us.
God of compassion, we pray for those people 
and places
particularly in need of your love today.
We pray for places where war and violence 
scar everyday living.

Explain that this is how the word of God 
spreads, by people passing on the Good News.  
This is what John Williams did when he served 
as a Missionary visiting the South Sea Islands 
in the Pacific. Remember to highlight how he 
did so in a sensitive, understanding and, above 
all, loving way.

We may not be called to pass on the Good 
News about Jesus in another country but it is 
just as important to pass it on to our family 
and friends here in a loving and kind way 
which truly reflects the relevance of Christ’s 
love for the world today.

Song

Will you come and follow me

We pray for people in our country and 
elsewhere 
who are struggling to find sufficient food to eat 
or clean water to drink.
We pray for those who are homeless.
Especially today we pray for (name particular 
situations in the news or of national or local 
concern)
We ask that you meet all these people who are 
suffering at their point of need
and that you will help us to respond to these 
situations in whatever ways we can.
Generous God, You treasure us and all people.
Help us to see your treasures around us.
God of justice, we pray for those who are 
suffering persecution because of their faith.
We pray that you will strengthen them so that 
they will remain faithful to you.
We pray that these situations of injustice will 
quickly come to an end.
We pray for the Governments of the world, 
that they may love mercy, act justly, and walk 
humbly with You, O God.
Generous God, You treasure us and all people.
Help us to see your treasures around us.  
Amen.
Amen 

Song

Be Thou my vision

Blessing




