Welcome to 2017 and the 81st year of Pilots!
These materials will be sent to companies and churches
to help everybody to get into the mood, learn the song
(yes, there’s a song!) and prepare to enjoy the day to the
full.
I hope that by the time you are reading this letter, you will
have seen a copy of The Compass 2017. Our ‘handbook’
has received a comprehensive re-write. There are new
sections, lots of interesting new Crests for ALL Pilots
to explore and an in-depth project on John Williams, to
mention a few of new features. This is a valuable resource,
equipping leaders and Pilots for life in the 21st century.
Enjoy!
What a fine time we’ve all had celebrating our 80th birthday.
It really was a joy to read the accounts of parties, outings
and worship. It was especially good to share stories and
memories from past Pilots. We are what we are because
of our past and it is right that we should celebrate it.
2017 is particularly special a year of celebration in the
United Reformed Church, a year of ‘Feasts and Festivals’,
with lots of events happening across the three nations.
The URC Big Day Out – Feasts and Festivals at Warwick
Castle on 20 May 2017 is the flagship event.

Exciting times lie ahead and we go forward together,
learning, praying and serving ‘all we can’.
With all good wishes and thanks,

Soo Webster
Convenor, Pilots Management Committee

Organised by Pilots, this is an event for Pilots and the whole
denomination. You may remember receiving booking
information back in November 2016. We are hearing lots
of positive stories of Companies who are planning to be
there and bring other groups along.
It will be a great day, an occasion for everybody to have a
wonderful and uplifting time of celebration with worship,
games, activities, stickers and even our very own festival
on the Pageant Field!
Along with a duffle bag for use on the day, there will be
special edition Pilots and ‘Feasts and Festivals’ badges,
plus Pre-Event Materials to enjoy.
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Company Closures
As they reach the end of their service, we offer thanks
to these companies, and to God, for all the work and
support they’ve prayerfully offered over the years.

Iford, Wessex Synod

News from the
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St Andrews Dartford, Southern Synod
Royals Reading, Wessex Synod
High Cross Camberley, Wessex Synod

Master Mariner Awards
Master Mariners Awards are presented to Pilots who
have completed no less than five annual programmes
and have consistently shown helpfulness, enthusiasm,
commitment to personal development and respect for
others. We congratulate Sophie Fletcher from Hornsea,
Yorkshire, on this wonderful achievement.

Long Service Awards
Good news for all Companies. There are now Long
Service Awards available for Pilots Captains, Officers
and Crew who have offered the following years of
service:
Bronze

10 years

Silver 		

25 years

Gold 		

40 years

This is one way in which churches can say ‘thank you’ to
voluntary workers who commit so much of themselves
and their time, week by week and month by month.
Nominations for this award must be supported by the
local church and sent in writing to the Regional Pilots
Officer (RPO). The latter will make the case for the
award to the Pilots Management Committee. There is
a small charge for these awards, which, hopefully, the
local church will want to fund. Contact the Pilots Desk
for more information.

Time is running out to book for the upcoming URC Big Day
Out – Feasts and Festivals at Warwick Castle on Saturday
20 May 2017, hosted by Pilots. Have you booked your
place yet?! If not, you need to do so as soon as possible!
A 50-second promotional video can be found here: https://
youtu.be/nR0oh7I0yrQ.
We have the perfect venue for a Feasts and Festivals
celebration, one of our most historic castles, renowned for
its heritage, fun and celebration, bringing history alive in a
way that is accessible and engaging for all generations.
We have a fantastic list of activities, workshops and
speakers, including John Proctor, our General Secretary;
Neil Thorogood, Principal of Westminster College; Paul
Northup of the Greenbelt Festival; Kirsty Mabbot from
the Church Related Community Work Programme;
representatives from the Christian Aid Collective;
representatives from Messy Church; Wayne Hawkins of
CWM; Pilots; Crafts and ‘Feed the World’ information tent
to name but a few.
We have a great team of people on the Event Crew,
eager to deliver a brilliant day out. Many people,
including Synod Moderators, Assembly Moderators and
Church House Staff have been keen to sign up, recognising
the value of this fantastic event and wanting to be part of
making it happen.
Contact the Pilots Desk immediately to book your place.
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News from the Executive
Distinguished Service Award

Following 18 years of service at Church House, both as Pilots Development Officer and Head of Children’s and Youth
Work Development for the United Reformed Church, the Pilots Summit meeting gave Karen Morrison a fitting farewell,
presenting her with a Pilots Distinguished Service Award. Laughter and a few tears filled the room as stories and memories
from Karen’s time in the organisation, including her own time as a Pilot and being the youngest Pilots Captain ever at 15,
were shared. The impact of her hard work and commitment is wide reaching. She will be sorely missed. We wish her well
in whatever her journey brings next.
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News from the Executive
Convenor Nominations
Needed

Are you passionate about Pilots? Do you enjoy working as part
of a strong, connected team? Could you offer encouragement
and support in growing and developing Pilots? If so, the role
of Pilots Management Committee Convenor could be for you.
With duties such as chairing meetings of Pilots Management
Committee, helping to approve Pilots resources and working
with others to promote Pilots, the convenor plays a key role
in the work of Pilots. If you would like more information or
think of someone who might be suitable for the role, please
contact the Pilots Desk.

Youth Grants
A reminder that the Children’s and Youth Work Committee
offers a Small Grants Scheme to support children and
young people, including Pilots, to enjoy such things
as attending youth events, going on educational trips,
organising youth exchanges or other things which could
benefit children and/or young people. The awards are
relatively small, but could can make a big difference to
Pilots companies in helping them to do things which would
otherwise be impossible, so it’s always worth applying.
For more information, visit http://www.urc.org.uk/
discipleship/childrens-and-youth/faqs-and-grants/1365children-s-and-youth-work-committee-grants.html
or contact the Pilots Desk.

Pilots Affiliation Fee

This is just a quick reminder that affiliation papers
should be with you now. Please return these as speedily
as possible to ensure you gain the full benefit of Pilots
affiliation.
The Affiliation Fee for 2017 will remain at £4.00 per Pilot.
However, due to rising costs, the affiliation fee will rise
next year to £4.25 per Pilot.
The benefits of affiliation include: free crests; Pilots log
books; posters and leaflets; annual Pilots materials
additional to The Compass; The Bridge magazine twice
a year; the opportunity to take part in Pilots events; full
support from the Pilots Desk and Regional Pilots Officers
as well as acknowledgement and recognition within the
structures of the United Reformed Church.
Affiliation also enables us to promote good working
practices, monitor growth, inform officers of changes and
respond to training needs.

Reminder about
Frisbees
Pilots from all over the UK have been reporting the great
fun they’ve been having with Pilots Frisbees. These fun,
flying discs are emblazoned with the Pilots logo, fold-up
to fit in their very own Pilots pouch and are a snip at
£1 a-piece. Have you got your Pilots Frisbee yet? If not,
contact the Pilots Desk to order them!
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News from the Executive
URC Youth Assembly

The theme of the 2017 Youth Assembly was Feasts and
Festivals and we started how we meant to go on, gathering
in Synod groups and setting the party atmosphere (with the
aid of whistles and party blowers...) Youth Assembly relished
the challenge and kicked off the weekend in style!
Our Keynote speaker, Jenny Mills, explored the theme
over the course of the weekend as we travelled through
some of our favourite festivals and times of feasting in the
Church calendar. We were challenged to reflect on some of
the favourite hymns and songs which we enjoy at times of
celebration. Do we ever stop to think about the words we’re
singing?
Issue-based workshops provide an opportunity to explore the
theme from a variety of viewpoints. Workshops ranged from
James Bond, reintroducing church into communities, the

6

The Bridge Spring 2017

refugee crisis, food security, a walk of remembrance at the
National Memorial Arboretum and learning about festivals
around the world to exploring Jesus’ food consumption,
ensuring there was definitely something for everyone.
Creative workshops offer a time for Assembly to get involved
in the theme of the weekend in a more practical way. This
year, Assembly had the choice of art, drama, festival masks
and costume making, creative writing, non-cook cooking
and looking at how music is used in various styles of
worship.
Business sessions allow Youth Assembly to make an impact
and help shape the life and work of the United Reformed
Church through discussions, resolutions and action.
One of the resolutions focussed on the future of the
Church and the place we have as young people in actively

discerning God’s will in our local communities, as well as in
wider Church and society.
Other resolutions included encouraging appropriate space for
children’s and/or youth events at synod meetings, accepting
the ‘Commitment To God’s Creation’ document and a
continuing commitment to social justice issues following the
news that the Christian Aid Collective/Commitment for Life
internship will not run for the foreseeable future.
In addition to all this, Youth Assembly enjoyed a Ceilidh led
by the ‘Sporandipity’ band from Scotland, Karaoke, late-night
communion, brilliant worship and a whole range of other fun
and activities.
The URC Youth Assembly takes place every January at
Whitemoor Lakes, Staffordshire and is open to any young
person from Year 10/S3 to 25 years of age who is associated
with the URC in any way, including through Pilots. Contact the
Pilots Desk for more information. You don’t want to miss it!
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Company News

Celebrations and Thanks in Wirral
Quite a crowd gathered with Hamilton Memorial Pilots in Wirral as they celebrated the 80th Anniversary of Pilots and
offered thanks to Brenda, who retired after 22 years of service to the company. The night opened with a celebration of
the past as Pilots took the audience through the last eight decades, covering events both secular and church-related,
including the start and growth of Pilots. Brenda presented the Pilots with certificates and prizes, recognising their
attendance and activities as well as the fun they’ve shared over the past 12 months. The evening rounded off with cake
and chatting, with warm thanks to Brenda for her unwavering dedication to Hamilton Memorial Pilots. A welcome was
also given to Holly who will keep the group moving forward. It’s good to know this friendly and committed company will
be continuing and hopefully coming to Warwick Castle for the Big Day Out. They haven’t missed one yet!
Tricia Legge, RPO
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Company News

Alfred Sadd Pilots Make Headlines

In celebrating 80 years of Pilots, one of the longest running companies in the country made headlines in their local
newspaper. Founded in the name of local Malden missionary Alfred Sadd, who showed great courage and commitment
during his Second World War internment in Japan, where he was eventually executed, the company continues to welcome
60 to 70 young people every week, a testament to the value which the organisation brings to community life. People of all
ages came to enjoy the fun of remembering the past eight decades of Pilots, including some former Pilots, now in their
80s, who were part of the first group!
Bob Melton, Captain
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Company News

Volunteering at The
Vine – Equipping and
Encouraging

Lots
Going
on at
Broadway
Broadway Pilots recently
enjoyed their very own Barn Dance where 60 people
hopped, bopped, and reeled along to live music provided
by the Silver Bough Band. Yee Haa! Pilots and their
families also enjoyed a ‘Pilots’ Got Talent’ show with acts
including dramas, whistling, hoopla-ing, magic, singing,
and a keyboard duet. Five Crew members from Broadway
also visited Barnes Close in Bromsgrove recently for Youth
Work training to expand and develop their leadership
skills. They had fun learning new skills and techniques,
which they know will help them in their work with Pilots, as
well as learning more about each other and bonding as a
team. If your Pilots company could benefit from training
opportunities, your RPO is there to help. Remember to use
them!
Jess Beddard, Officer and Mark Pickering, Captain

As a multicultural company, The Vine Pilots in Ilford have
long made a special effort to welcome people of all faiths
to enjoy the fellowship, fun, learning, and growth which
Pilots has to offer. In doing so, the company has built up
some unique opportunities for children and young people
to offer, as well as receive, service, making their community
a safer, more loving place to be. One young person, from
a Muslim perspective, says volunteering with Pilots ‘helps
in living in the outside world as I become more aware of
other cultures.’ Another, from a Hindu perspective feels
that helping to lead Pilots offers them a chance to share
what they have learned from their own background, much
of which resonates well with all faiths. A paper, written
by The Vine Pilots, detailing more about these great
opportunities can be obtained from the Pilots Desk and
will be available at www.pilots.org.uk very soon.
Sandra Ackroyd, Captain
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Busy Brockworth Can’t
Wait for Warwick
Pilots at Brockworth Free Church recently hosted a Coffee
Morning and Table-Top Sale to help with funds for a
trip to Warwick Caste for the URC Big Day Out – Feasts
and Festivals on Saturday 20 May 2017. Through all
their efforts, serving drinks and selling their wares, the
Pilots managed to raise the fantastic sum of £456.70,
which will help greatly towards their attendance at what
promises to be a fantastic day of celebration. Has your
company booked yet? Make sure you do so soon!
Barbara Cassidy, Captain.    

Company News
Enderby’s Canadian
Adventure

Enderby Pilots have been busy ‘travelling’ on their
Overseas Voyage to Canada using the annual materials
produced by the Pilots organisation, learning more about
the country, the people, the Church and especially the
food and festivals! It was made all the more interesting as
two of the Pilots from the company, along with their family,
emigrated to Canada last year and so were able to tell
the Pilots in Enderby what it’s like to live in Canada firsthand. At the moment, it is very cold (-30 degrees Celsius),
so when they go to school they have to wear lots of thick
clothes, covering most of their faces. The Pilots had great
fun making Nanaimo bars and Butter tarts, as well as
pancakes with Maple syrup. Mmm!

Nairn Get Tents Out for
the Big Day Out

Nairn Pilots are hard at work planning for the URC Big
Day Out – Feasts and Festivals at Warwick Castle on
Saturday 20 May 2017. They have decided to brave the
elements and camp this time round. With that in mind,
they’ve been practicing putting up tents in the church
hall. The journey from the Highlands of Scotland all the
way down to Warwick is a very long one indeed, which will
mean setting out early on the Friday, but Nairn Pilots are
renowned for their willingness to get involved with Pilots
events, no matter how hard getting there may be. A lesson
for us all. The excitement builds.
Mick Smerdon, Captain

Judith North, Captain

From Vancouver to Fleet
As part of their exploration of the Canada Overseas
Voyage Materials, Fleet Pilots met with their church
treasurer to talk about his visit to Vancouver to see his
daughter and her family. The presentation included
pictures of the beautiful lakes, mountains and wild
life he saw on his trip. The meeting finished with some
Canadian goodies to sample. Yum!
Bee Griffiths, Captain
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