
 

 

Vocations Sunday 
An Outline for All Age Worship 
 
Prepared by Mrs Linda Richards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Call to worship  
 
Opening Hymn 
 
Prayer of Praise and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Reading 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 (Contemporary English Version) 
“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but they all come from the same Spirit. There are 
different ways to serve the same Lord, and we can each do different things. Yet the same God 
works in all of us and helps us in everything we do. 
The Spirit has given each of us a special way of serving others. Some of us can speak with 
wisdom, while others can speak with knowledge, but these gifts come from the same Spirit. To 
others the Spirit has given great faith or the power to heal the sick or the power to work mighty 
miracles. Some of us are prophets, and some of us recognize when God’s Spirit is present. 
Others can speak different kinds of languages, and still others can tell what these languages 
mean.  But it is the Spirit who does all this and decides which gifts to give to each of us.” 

 

Talk 1: GIFTS 
You will need 2 large wrapped presents: one wrapped so that its contents are very obvious (eg 
tennis racquet, scooter) with no name tag;  one containing a large packet of biscuits/bag of 
sweets with name tag of an adult member of the congregation (Mrs X) who is unable to eat 
them due to  diet/allergy/gluten-free. 
 
We all like receiving gifts – ask if anyone has had a birthday recently, did they receive a special 
present, what made it special? Had they asked for it or was it a surprise? 
 
Sometimes we know what we are being given, maybe we can tell from the shape, perhaps it is 
something we have specifically asked for, something we really need or want.   
Show first present. 
Ask very young children - what it is, how do they know, allow them to open it, were they right, 
etc. 



 

 

Ask older children – would they like to receive this gift, what would they use it for, why do they 
need it? Encourage them to make a good case for why someone should give it to them. 
What sort of person would give it to them?  Either ask congregation for ideas or suggest the 
following – someone who cares about them, who understands their need, who wants them to 
be happy, who has listened when they asked, who wants to give them good things. 
 
Draw parallel that God gives us all gifts like that too (things we have asked for, things we need, 
things which make us happy) because he cares about us, understands our need, wants us to be 
happy, listens when we ask etc. 
 
Show second present. 
What is it?  Invite guesses.  Allow children to feel it, shake it etc.  No one knows, you can’t tell. 
It’s a surprise!  Read tag  - invite Mrs X to come forward – were they expecting a present? had 
they asked for something? do they know what it is? (No!) Sometimes we receive presents 
which we have no idea are coming, we haven’t asked for them, they are a complete surprise.   
Allow children to open it and give it to Mrs X, who should be primed to be disappointed and 
explain that the gift is no good to them. 
Sometimes we receive unexpected gifts - things which we don’t want or need.  Sometimes 
those are given to us by people who don’t know us very well, people who haven’t listened to 
what we have asked for, but sometimes those gifts come from someone who does know us, in 
fact knows us even better than we know ourselves, someone who sees a use for a particular 
gift even if we can’t see it ourselves.  What about those biscuits/sweets?  Mrs X can’t eat them 
herself but perhaps she could share them with other people, use them as an opportunity to talk 
to others, welcome strangers etc and in doing so share God’s love with them. 
Sometimes God gives us unexpected gifts too, gifts which we think we don’t want or need, but 
God knows us so well he knows that we do need them and that we are able to use them – the 
kind of gifts we heard about in our reading – the gift of speaking with wisdom, the gift of great 
faith, the gift of healing of body and mind, the gift of prophecy.  They are not gifts we often ask 
for, they might not even be the gifts we want but they are the gifts God knows we need, and if 
we ask him to he will show us how to use them. 
 
So perhaps Mrs X could use her gift after the service, sharing it with everyone?   
 
Hymn 
 
Prayer of thanksgiving and confession – thanking God for all his gifts (physical and spiritual) and 
admitting that we are often ungrateful and do not always use them as he would want us to. 
Assurance of forgiveness. 
 
 
TALK 2: All Spice 
You will need: a simple empty spice rack (Ikea?) and jars of spices.  
Before the service: Label some of the jars with the title of key post holders in the church eg 
secretary, treasurer, organist, steward, elder, junior church leader etc.    Give the named jars to 
the relevant people in the congregation and hide the rest (no labels) around the church. 
 



 

 

God has given us all different gifts, some of those gifts are very obvious – eg the gift of being 
able to understand accounts has been given to the Treasurer (?), musical ability to the organist 
etc. Some people have been given an object representing their gifts – invite them forward 
(bringing jar) – ask them about the particular gift God has given them and how they use it.  
They then place their jar in the spice rack. Explain how each person has been given different 
gifts/skills but as a church we need them all, they are all important.  Spice rack is half empty – 
where are the other spices?  Invite children and adults to look for them and bring them to the 
front.  As they do so suggest what gifts they might have – enthusiasm, good reading voice, 
energy, kindness, wonderful smile, caring etc. Add them to the spice rack, emphasise the 
variety – just as spices are all different, we are all different so God has given us all different 
gifts, none are more important than others, all are needed to fill the spice rack. 
 
St Paul explained the importance of all the different gifts by talking about the different parts of 
the body – as you listen to the reading think of yourself and your gifts as just one part of the 
body of Christ at work in the world.  Without you that body won’t be complete. 
 
Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-20 
 
Hymn 
 
(Optional reading Matthew 5: 13-16) 
 
TALK 3 Using the Spices  
Return to the spice rack –  
What do spices do? add flavour, make food tastier/more interesting. 
How do we use spices in cooking? add them to other ingredients and mix them up so that the 
flavour spreads.  You only need a small amount to have a big effect. 
The spices are there to be used, not just sit in the spice rack and look pretty and it is the same 
with our gifts.  God has given each one of us special gifts – we may have asked for them or they 
may have been a surprise but we have each been equipped with certain skills and God now 
calls us to use them in his service.  Spices in sealed jars on a spice rack do nothing to change the 
flavour of our food and neither do our gifts if we keep them to ourselves.  We need to open up 
and let God use us and our gifts in whatever way he chooses.  We need to let the ‘spice’ that is 
within us out so that it can permeate those around us, our friends, families and communities.  
Like spice, it only takes a little to make a big difference, we may feel our gifts are small and 
insignificant but by using our gifts for God we can make a big impact on those we meet.  By 
allowing God to use us not only will those around us feel the benefits but we will be 
transformed by the ‘spice of life’, the spirit working with in us. 
 
If optional Gospel reading was used refer to it here – let your light shine before others (- but 
beware of introducing too many metaphors in one service!) 
 
Hymn 
Offering – gifts of money and ourselves 
Dedication of collection and ourselves  
Intercessions – pray for those who: 

 use their gifts for God’s purposes 



 

 

 struggle to hear God’s call 

 keep their gifts to themselves 

 feel their gifts are insignificant 
etc 

Hymn 
 
Blessing 


